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COMMITTEE REPORT 

Public Hearing 

Appointment and Supporting Documents for 

Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board 

of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority. 





COMMITTEE ON RULES 
Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada, Chairperson 
I Mina'trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan 

38th Guam Legislature 

November 4, 2025 

To: Rennae V. C. Meno 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Attorney Darleen Hiton  

Legislative Legal Counsel 

From: Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada  

Chairperson, Committee on Rules 

Subject: Referral of Appointment 

Håfa Adai, 

As per my authority as Chairperson of the Committee on Rules and subject to §9.01, Rule IX of 

our Standing Rules, I am forwarding the referral of the following appointment: 

Appointee:  Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP 

Position:  Member  

Term Length: Six (6) Years; From Date of Confirmation 

Please refer the following document: 

“Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405– Office of the Governor - Appointment and Supporting Documents for 

Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority.” 

Ensure the appointment is referred to the Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs chaired by 

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. I also request that the same be copied to Management 

Information Services (MIS) for posting on our website. 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact Kamarin Nelson, Committee 

on Rules Director at 671-472-2461. 





Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal.

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal.

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal.

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



Note that the Legislature has taken steps to ensure that any protected personal identifying information has been redacted or excluded 
in whole or in part in order to protect the privacy of any individual(s) whose information has been included as part of this transmittal

Doc. No. 38GL-25-1405.*



 

 

December 9, 2025 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

 

From:  Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 

  Chairperson, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

 

Subject:  Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M. 

 

Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 

December 16, 2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress 

Building. 

 

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following: 

 

9:30 A.M. 

 

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew 

E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority. 

 

Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, 

Telo T. Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 

3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.” 

 

Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vince A.V. Borja, AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 

OF CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING 

SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS. 

  

 

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the 

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email 

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-

eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  

 

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 

at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572. 

 

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring 

assistance or accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. 



 

 

 

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and 

streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also 

be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube. 

 



Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

First Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.
2 messages

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at
8:53 AM

To: Audio / Video <av@guamlegislature.gov>, mis@guamlegislature.gov, 38th Committee On Rules
<committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov>, Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov>, phnotice@guamlegislature.gov
Bcc: Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>, Isaiah Aguon <isaiah.aguon@guamlegislature.gov>,
ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov

Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building.
 
The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:
 
9:30 A.M.
 
38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam  Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”

Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vince A.V. Borja, AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.
          

 
How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress
Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The
Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.
 
Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@
guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.
 
Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

--

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please

12/11/25, 1:28 PM Guam Legislature Mail - First Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=45eee6c8e6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-7119590283493635036&simpl=msg-a:r-47789966875641… 1/2



immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.

PH 12.5 First Notice 2025.12.15.pdf
377K

Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov> Tue, Dec 9, 2025 at 9:34 AM
To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Hafa Adai,

posted on calendar.
[Quoted te t hidden]
--

"Disclaimer: This message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is addressed and may contain information which is
privileged, confidential, proprietary, or exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended recipient or the individual
responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient, you are strictly prohibited from disclosing, distributing, copying, or in any way
using this message. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the sender and immediately delete any copies you may have
received. Thank you."

12/11/25, 1:28 PM Guam Legislature Mail - First Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=45eee6c8e6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r-7119590283493635036&simpl=msg-a:r-47789966875641… 2/2





 Posted on: 12/09/2025 08:40 AM

 Posted by: Annie San Nicolas

 Public Hearing Date: 12/16/2025 09:30 AM

 Department(s):

GUAM LEGISLATURE (/notices?department_id=92)

 Division(s):

OFFICE OF SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE (/notices?

division_id=295)

 Notice Topic(s): PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?topic_id=74)

 Types of Notice: PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?type_id=7)

 For Audience(s): PUBLIC (/notices?public=1)

 Share this notice

12/16/25, 1:51 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7902 2/4



Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will

conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16, 2025,

beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam

Congress Building.

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:

9:30 A.M.

38GL-25-1405

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Mess Com

ms 38th/Doc.%20No.%2038GL-25-1405.pdf)  Office of the

Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for

Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees,

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.

Bill No. 169-38 (COR)

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Bills Intro

duced 38th/Bill%20No.%20169-

38%20(COR)%20Referred%20Version.pdf) – Therese M. Terlaje,

Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.

Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND

ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED

RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH

CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”

Bill No. 215-38 (COR)

(http://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Bill History

38th/STATUS%20Bill%20No.%20215-38%20(COR).pdf) – Vince

A.V. Borja, AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF

CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,

RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-

LED FUNDRAISERS.

(http://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Bills Introd

uced 38th/Bill%20No.%20215-38%20(COR).pdf)

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the

Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress

Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov). The Committee

requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

12/16/25, 1:51 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7902 3/4



Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email

at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov) or via voice call

at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or

accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office

of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local

television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed

online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the

hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam

Legislature Media on YouTube.

12/16/25, 1:51 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7902 4/4







How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-

eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 
at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed 
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online 
via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.



 

 

December 11, 2025 

 

MEMORANDUM 

 

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

 

From:  Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 

  Chairperson, Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

 

Subject:  Second Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M. 

 

Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 

December 16, 2025, beginning at 9:30 A. M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress 

Building. 

 

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following: 

 

9:30 A.M. 

 

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew 

E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority. 

 

Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris 

Barnett, Telo T. Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF 

CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.” 

 

Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vincent A.V. Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 

21103 OF CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 

WAIVING SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.” 

 

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the 

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email 

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-

eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.  

 

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 

at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572. 

 

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring 

assistance or accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane. 



 

 

 

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and 

streamed online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also 

be available online via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube. 

 



Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Second Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.
1 message

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at
8:16 AM

To: mis@guamlegislature.gov, 38th Committee On Rules <committeeonrules@guamlegislature.gov>, Audio / Video
<av@guamlegislature.gov>, Ed Pocaigue <sgtarms@guamlegislature.gov>, phnotice@guamlegislature.gov
Bcc: Isaiah Aguon <isaiah.aguon@guamlegislature.gov>, ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov

Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building.
 
The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:
 
9:30 A.M.
 
38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR)  Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”
 
Bill No. 215-38 (COR)  Vincent A.V. Borja.  “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”
 

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress
Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The
Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.
 
Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email at Office.SenatorBri@
guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.
 
Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.
 
Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via
Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.

12/11/25, 1:33 PM Guam Legislature Mail - Second Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=45eee6c8e6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r4351161322197829953&simpl=msg-a:r497910521941570… 1/2



--

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.

PH 12.11 Second Notice 2025.12.16.pdf
375K

12/11/25, 1:33 PM Guam Legislature Mail - Second Notice of Public Hearing: Tuesday December 16, 2025, 9:30 A.M.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=45eee6c8e6&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-a:r4351161322197829953&simpl=msg-a:r497910521941570… 2/2





 Posted on: 12/12/2025 08:09 AM

 Posted by: Annie San Nicolas

 Public Hearing Date: 12/16/2025 09:30 AM

 Department(s):

GUAM LEGISLATURE (/notices?department_id=92)

 Division(s):

OFFICE OF SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE (/notices?

division_id=295)

 Notice Topic(s): PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?topic_id=74)

 Types of Notice: PUBLIC HEARING (/notices?type_id=7)

 For Audience(s): PUBLIC (/notices?public=1)

 Share this notice

12/16/25, 1:49 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7930 2/4



Håfa Adai! The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs will

conduct a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16, 2025,

beginning at 9:30 A. M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam

Congress Building.

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following:

9:30 A.M.

38GL-25-1405

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Mess Com

ms 38th/Doc.%20No.%2038GL-25-1405.pdf)  Office of the

Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for

Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees,

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.

Bill No. 169-38 (COR)

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Bills Intro

duced 38th/Bill%20No.%20169-

38%20(COR)%20Referred%20Version.pdf) – Therese M. Terlaje,

Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.

Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND

ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED

RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH

CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”

Bill No. 215-38 (COR)

(https://guamlegislature.gov/38th Guam Legislature/Bills Intro

duced 38th/Bill%20No.%20215-38%20(COR).pdf) – Vincent A.V.

Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF

CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED,

RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED

FUNDRAISERS.”

How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the

Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the Guam Congress

Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov). The Committee

requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-eight (48)

hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email

at Office SenatorBri@guamlegislature gov

12/16/25, 1:49 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7930 3/4



at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov

(mailto:Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov) or via voice call

at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with

Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or

accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office

of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local

television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed

online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the

hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online via Guam

Legislature Media on YouTube.

12/16/25, 1:49 PM Public Notices Portal - Government of Guam

https://notices.guam.gov/notice_detail/7930 4/4







How to Participate: Written testimony may be delivered to the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane at the

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa Hagåtña, Guam 96910 or via email

to Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov. The Committee requests that testimonies be submitted at least forty-

eight (48) hours prior to the scheduled hearing.

Please confirm your attendance by contacting the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane via email 
at Office.SenatorBri@guamlegislature.gov or via voice call at (671) 989-2572.

Special Accommodations: In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), individuals requiring assistance or
accommodations should contact Annie San Nicolas, at the Office of Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane.

Watch Live/Record: The hearing will be broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117, and streamed 
online via I Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed on YouTube. After the hearing, a hearing recording will also be available online 
via Guam Legislature Media on YouTube.



 

 

December 10, 2025, 

 

TRANSMITTED VIA EMAIL:  

Breanna Sablan     Theresa Arriola 

Acting HPLO Administrator, DPHSS  Director, DPHSS 

breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov   theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov 

 

Dr. Ricardo Eusebio    D. Joleen Aguon 

Medical Director, GMHA    Interim Administrator, GMHA 

ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org   Joleen.aguon@gmha.org 

 

Dr. Judith Won Pat     Dr. K. Erik Swanson 

Chief Advisor on Education, Office of the Governor of Guam Superintendent, Guam Department of Education 

judith.wonpat@guam.gov     keswanson@gdoe.net  

 

Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, at 9:30 A.M. 

Håfa Adai, 

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, 

December 16, 2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress 

Building. Your attendance is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items: 

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew 

E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority. 

 

Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, 

Telo T. Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 

3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.” 

 

Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vincent A.V. Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 

21103 OF CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO 

WAIVING SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.” 

  

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight 

(48) hours prior to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may 

be able to contribute to the discussion. 

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 

38th Guam Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call. 



 

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or 

email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov. 

 
Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane 

38th Guam Legislature 

 

 
Cc:  
theresa.obispo@gmha.org, 

michael.um@gmha.org, 

teresa.borja@gmha.org, 

sharon.davis@gmha.org, 

sonia.siliang@gmha.org, 

antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org, 

edgar.aguilar@gmha.org, 

suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org 

justine.camacho@gmha.org 

zaldy.tugade@gmha.org 

justine.camacho@gmha.org 

jesse.quenga@gmha.org, 

rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.org 

phid@dphss.guam.gov 

 guamsliding@dphss.guam.gov>, 

Abraham.Mora@dphss.guam.gov 



Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Invitation to Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, at 9:30 A.M.
4 messages

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at
10:38 AM

To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola" <theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov>,
Ricardo Eusebio <ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org>, "Aguon, Joleen, MD" <joleen.aguon@gmha.org>, judith.wonpat@guam.gov
Cc: theresa.obispo@gmha.org, michael.um@gmha.org, teresa.borja@gmha.org, sharon.davis@gmha.org,
sonia.siliang@gmha.org, antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org, edgar.aguilar@gmha.org, suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org, Justine
Camacho <justine.camacho@gmha.org>, Zaldy Tugade <zaldy.tugade@gmha.org>, jesse.quenga@gmha.org, Rodalyn
Gerardo <rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.org>, phid@dphss.guam.gov, Abraham.Mora@dphss.guam.gov
Bcc: Isaiah Aguon <isaiah.aguon@guamlegislature.gov>, ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov,
senator.sabrina@guamlegislature.gov

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your attendance
is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items:

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam  Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”
 
Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vincent A.V. Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”
          

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute to the
discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 38th Guam
Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

--
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The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.

postmaster@guam.gov <postmaster@guam.gov> Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at 10:41 AM
To: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups:

phid@dphss.guam.gov

The email address you entered couldn't be found. Please check the recipient's email address and
try to resend the message. If the problem continues, please contact your email admin.

Diagnostic information for administrators:

Generating server: EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov

phid@dphss.guam.gov
Remote Server returned '550 5.1.10 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipientNotFound; Recipient not found by SMTP address lookup'

Original message headers:

Received: from EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov (192.168.147.121) by EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov
 (192.168.147.121) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version TLS1 2,
 cipher TLS ECDHE RSA WITH AES 256 GCM SHA384) id 15.2.1544.9; Thu, 11 Dec
 2025 10:41:13 +1000
Received: from BY5PR09CU001.outbound.protection.outlook.com (40.93.1.14) by
 EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov (192.168.147.121) with Microsoft SMTP Server
 (version TLS1 2, cipher TLS ECDHE RSA WITH AES 256 GCM SHA384) id 15.2.1544.9
 via Frontend Transport; Thu, 11 Dec 2025 10:41:13 +1000
ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector10001; d=microsoft.com; cv=none;
 b=STFviLYM9WvtwCnrmMJBh096/mLM/+dfD3akycPNpwaoqbV5bwVVU9oa0kGxiMlnq/ecbP7f01QrCzpRXQ4TjqFZ5cb8Vl8d
VF5EdwgKaU20LlcMQWOJL5vtUfDaWLl8hWQlKaOqV+yzzKGnA5smPvXwF9y/6RC7VdRhEBmPOv6f1vRruH3A/eMc1tjIwo+
DjDQad83iWpfjieTDcsSvKiq4payvxseJkwuSgM5TFtJxwt36OzS/lvUdlZ4jEMsOSTVrxSG5dEAtbuWjMtCchM/QVPykoPqw446dWzhn/
QhMdqKrMrzAYE61LjA3XSuSI30LwC58hsWPECzrFphTNQ==
ARC Message Signature: i 1; a rsa sha256; c relaxed/relaxed; d microsoft.com;
 s arcselector10001;
 h From:Date:Subject:Message ID:Content Type:MIME Version:X MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData ChunkCount:X
MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData 0:X MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData 1;
 bh LD2ZdWfoqy2sVbbbWCHwfGiOmFz+C5Q0jtsMgnHvaDg ;
 b Pm4X3k0Gf3tqUFhhqt24yim4mpoW8veQShNYXN0YJjYJp4SXm22u+NAqbJoodCUPX4zkUufD6DzzcK/Zd/
pxmAejrSTdTMe22eRPKdkwX7ziHyPMCpEWem7TAAbyRwYfgWkJYV3dhXLK/hYU31HqBwBb55r/RCXmB9UiJA1MIapZiHOjCt0mCqRRqh
BgvXvO7W6o/EoRdskA/Fcz0DKPPp5PlKV9w7WPKwVM39NLTYw5jHvgkHkeja9VhNBjssjyyf/EgY4qtSRm6Amwj+M3iux1wytVGyo+Fx/
qETthAvR2TxALcnnTxQu2Sdit0mSzEGrY6xdA4FelGnFlm7EAVg
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=softfail (sender ip
 is 2607:f8b0:4864:20::f32) smtp.rcpttodomain dphss.guam.gov
 smtp.mailfrom=guamlegislature.gov; dmarc=fail (p=none sp=none pct=100)
 action none header.from guamlegislature.gov; dkim pass (signature was
 verified) header.d=guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com; arc=none (0)
Received: from CYXPR09CA0005.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:930:d4::18)
 by SJ0PR09MB11270.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:a03:508::12) with
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.9388.14; Thu, 11 Dec
 2025 00:39:27 +0000
Received: from BL02EPF0001B418.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
 (2603:10b6:930:d4:cafe::bc) by CYXPR09CA0005.outlook.office365.com
 (2603:10b6:930:d4::18) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_3,
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 cipher TLS AES 256 GCM SHA384) id 15.20.9388.15 via Frontend Transport; Thu,
 11 Dec 2025 00:39:29 +0000
Authentication Results: spf softfail (sender IP is 2607:f8b0:4864:20::f32)
 smtp.mailfrom=guamlegislature.gov; dkim=pass (signature was verified)
 header.d guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com;dmarc fail action none
 header.from=guamlegislature.gov;compauth=pass reason=106
Received SPF: SoftFail (protection.outlook.com: domain of transitioning
 guamlegislature.gov discourages use of 2607:f8b0:4864:20::f32 as permitted
 sender)
Received: from mail-qv1-xf32.google.com (2607:f8b0:4864:20::f32) by
 BL02EPF0001B418.mail.protection.outlook.com (2603:10b6:22e:400:0:100a:0:7)
 with Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_3, cipher=TLS_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id
 15.20.9388.8 via Frontend Transport; Thu, 11 Dec 2025 00:39:24 +0000
Received: by mail-qv1-xf32.google.com with SMTP id 6a1803df08f44 88059c28da1so4342106d6.2
        for <phid@dphss.guam.gov>; Wed, 10 Dec 2025 16:39:24 -0800 (PST)
DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed;
        d guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com; s 20230601; t 1765413564; x 1766018364; 
darn=dphss.guam.gov;
        h=cc:to:subject:message-id:date:from:mime-version:from:to:cc:subject
         :date:message-id:reply-to;
        bh=7h8wq79vwQTguS+5x8A4xOTdJrNJn9DAY0ShhYYJgpU=;
        b=FLtsbojcXaxBoDBdfjxHQgtaxpOKXbrsixH2xUZb9cw1adYpmE1xK1uKKzoEe7vZOV
         4whkA4plFZcJ0ih8SgbIsFtGOCdJoI0s9wlDhrqN/sXdiy8vCgyo3BiPE8426pxWMGc+
         +A+r4TyM+9Ix3yir5EPmtGVabfVvVZja962Xq8LR2EqsG1IKAlWLWQFdtdYp3wMw7A3+
         nkdGAZSBhUfTPZSGiKhfSg0gZ/l4i3EWnrE3yXOIQoanQFXInXWDV1+0ZnEZH6wth05I
         jpbmV3pFzRChvxOTO/vDa6jwKzZMp7/NvcG7sH4UmzVB+b6lEztks37PEbY5qv4vNPPa
         SZvw==
X-Google-DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed;
        d 1e100.net; s 20230601; t 1765413564; x 1766018364;
        h cc:to:subject:message id:date:from:mime version:x gm gg
         :x gm message state:from:to:cc:subject:date:message id:reply to;
        bh 7h8wq79vwQTguS+5x8A4xOTdJrNJn9DAY0ShhYYJgpU ;
        b kdG0GHiqR7WQUPQ0ZUbvl5ErDr14HzkVwzM+tiIvQYiFgnoiSij3FbvFJO1znCcapD
         1hlKjVgyEvoRvai2LWHSiBLNtZcbqIs59YMksYQhfywnwv01AkVYhLmRd2+h5BO0/Zqt
         w6wxPImsO/aZ/Akj40CM55NyXVAglOm0VOd4b6WGoY6JuaH4+0QrWYdlrt44LkjU0B4Y
         nvU8+Wz4fvINKQ52HUxxSc4Tpmc/Q067u/4yviQMHmY7L9ZOAJzXW5/339IpkqEkLImV
         83NWMAO4bbT3h45RIKlVl87ngozFVOEmiizJ1qpoDPlKKCTKfIpkKh4gIlEWtMF0aSo8
         L9ag
X-Forwarded-Encrypted: i=1; AJvYcCXhwT8HlNMG/fXrLYoG54vdiyW+CBHLagBkFaL/hl8SA8xoYFhxjfXL06D/79F5w1wVBr
jM@dphss.guam.gov
X Gm Message State: AOJu0YwKYXYta9Z2arqz54E8Ywn2LC/zsAnuYM4oqexzVzHHI8qoKThw

rmTRMDCHh1VZoJ2APUfLBccbGQLprtEBXIPdoBxMa9uU0KE4A6tsUZdO2nT+W5oR5bFwxL6Ftgg
qsCl1hEsnLM4BTSxiYy007mnkjOqR02SjWz4aO4p/

X Gm Gg: AY/fxX5K6X5frlV5kmSaEfW5yHdz2xDOZs0Fnblzh+QqyxwIqdem70AVqzZY4IZHUwc
Br+blnvn53di3nw52RSfbv4UzfIy1iOB9IfxtSvOO3f3a7F4PhwYbDfb+TZsHdnTk6YcOG7O6+c
AT+dbhOeRswuQV25QyFwaPoFOEdqpmY58tUux33FPmSX1iMFGNliLXApT80DxPajV5Q4cee/B+i
cZrAlDtLFgJ/K9ol9/Y7NNdJl7GmUrwz0ulM2K++CsCeXLgHNDRlYQHDOdUIOLBZeZEEcVnsv3V
llkHnjk2Le0q0C7RkWm3HUGr4Pu+dp7S+5vtc1STstFu16p5+iRqekNiQyZEqhxFGpjiXTYCcmo
CBvFu7wQ

X Google Smtp Source: AGHT+IHP6ZNaJ0lKiUv/W/ZXCyXQ4bNtab7JhPUoSScuDMLpI/NvA+DpHLHJu4W1vXJX87Z6Ia/
U4KQ0TyaMqqoMIrw
X Received: by 2002:a05:6214:f24:b0:880:4d6e:1c44 with SMTP id
 6a1803df08f44 88863a44013mr71866166d6.14.1765413563479; Wed, 10 Dec 2025
 16:39:23 0800 (PST)
MIME Version: 1.0
From: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane

<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Dec 2025 10:38:00 +1000
X-Gm-Features: AQt7F2qdjtrMmSbsMh5cQnMwerTIB4Ce_08I5Xdv3xWnjvDKyHmiCCjv2bVyGsk
Message ID: <CAJVthY1+gjC7A0 nhyk0LUzGzZtV4amXrfVJ4Qe2X RQwpnR2A@mail.gmail.com>
Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, at 9:30 A.M.
To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola"

<theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov>, Ricardo Eusebio
<ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org>, "Aguon, Joleen, MD" <joleen.aguon@gmha.org>,
<judith.wonpat@guam.gov>

CC: <theresa.obispo@gmha.org>, <michael.um@gmha.org>, <teresa.borja@gmha.org>,
<sharon.davis@gmha.org>, <sonia.siliang@gmha.org>,
<antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org>, <edgar.aguilar@gmha.org>,
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<suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org>, Justine Camacho <justine.camacho@gmha.org>, Zaldy
 Tugade <zaldy.tugade@gmha.org>, <jesse.quenga@gmha.org>, Rodalyn Gerardo

<rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.org>, <phid@dphss.guam.gov>,
<Abraham.Mora@dphss.guam.gov>

Content Type: multipart/alternative; boundary "0000000000005545b10645a260a4"
Return-Path: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov
X-EOPAttributedMessage: 0
X-EOPTenantAttributedMessage: 60e8fb94-3672-44bd-b410-8458b5a26625:0
X-MS-PublicTrafficType: Email
X-MS-TrafficTypeDiagnostic: BL02EPF0001B418:EE_|SJ0PR09MB11270:EE_
X-MS-Office365-Filtering-Correlation-Id: 261a6673-2257-4eaf-3555-08de384dbb88
X-MS-Exchange-AtpMessageProperties: SA|SL
X-Microsoft-Antispam: BCL:0;ARA:13230040|43022699015|69100299015|12012899012|8096899003|
4076899003|13003099007;
X-Microsoft-Antispam-Message-Info: =?utf-8?B?eThaL2pOUWltQVdKUnRlWXN0TnpDM1BCYklJRXFRZndVM3ZzbjUxdnI2bHIv?
=
 =?utf-8?B?bjh1a09KRTlRNnRYdXg0bnM4Z1ZmOGhHQUdkUTJ0aWlaWlJ6Q1VOOGRNdGlM?=
 =?utf-8?B?RXBUWk0rRUNiamd4Vlc2MTI0YUVlWDZHSzdiWHZxZzFSZTBLME9PdnFzMXc1?=
 =?utf-8?B?cFFPN2FuUWt1aUQ3aUYva29nVlNrNDZRME5SN0JqK2sxd3U5dVFDM3NZQVNC?=
 =?utf-8?B?MmxmL0pUbUpBUGlXdlpUMTdvWXVMWHVJaXZPZ1M5dWw3NmUwb21xK0w2T3NY?=
 =?utf-8?B?ckx2bXlYeGNuVXRKRUpEUWVxblFqQW5ydWdUMnRqNm9hQ24xRFdvRk9BZVFG?=
 =?utf-8?B?cUowMkpMenBPakE2RmtPV1JsTCswOGt3TWx3NWRNWWFERDJvanptYkNISUtm?=
 =?utf-8?B?RWFlTnpyMGk5aEpPSTg2aFpBeXFXdDNsOG5JTGN0YU40TDYzd0RUWTBiVzJs?=
 =?utf-8?B?Z0JiQjh5R2lPcG9wKy9YSkEwbUJHbXdFZGpGSVNRZiszSC94WE5EOEZvSzhX?=
 =?utf-8?B?OWtvSHBsWitnVURaU2VXY2hQcGF6TUt3VkM2STNOTTU4QXBCZ0JLdVppcmFK?=
 =?utf-8?B?ZjR1Nm9MaTZHdk9lcDJOQXNVY1AwNGw4WDc1ZFpTZGNKSytMdURqS0Z5YkR0?=
 =?utf-8?B?Sm02S2hCSUt2djJTcDZYODIyMnQzMWNya2duMERDVXJKNko5aFpHRDd5REhu?=
 =?utf-8?B?MEZsZjJDUTdsckJKRFF0aXlRV2hBVk4wWS8zTjVLZjIzckJHSlhzUjZYTE5j?=
 =?utf-8?B?L2xOdlhsYUUwOGRBUzFDNWs1RVp4cC9IbFZoVE5LUjZRb3M3UStXajNxV1Yv?=
 =?utf-8?B?aFpIUWJDT0huMnBhdmZ0RmNhdVUvRmQ2UEpLZFo4ZjMvT29XUWRGTjByK3Y5?=
 =?utf-8?B?NEJqL09jQURzTlRpRDZha29nOU9tam9FYW9kV0x6bFE5Y2tTT0dSKzhTMzFC?=
 =?utf-8?B?bDVKUEt3OVBaUmZMNXFnSm1TZ25yckl4cDRTVE1LcVBOdDh3TTJMaVBYR0N5?=
 =?utf-8?B?anBqV1ZQLzErWTM5V0YrS3pUS0lUY3k3TVM1WGhHNXJoQzM4aWNtdGp0OG1l?=
 =?utf-8?B?Tk03MzlaOS9ML0EzN1J3SzJleGd5am9sYm40YWRBbW0weE8yYkNFVW9XZ3lE?=
 =?utf-8?B?R3dMQVlHZkZ6U3UxMm5XZ21ERGgxQWNGRnBsYnExMnVBSFR0K203MS9aQTBx?=
 =?utf-8?B?bVRoL05qd2lZSHRtbnhYOFNFMUFJbjQweGZWY1F2dnE3OVlmeUU5M1pXeTY5?=
 =?utf-8?B?L1gxUHZlRG5taXZUcnljaTV2STZQNWhmWUVUZ3JaRXkyRWdVTFRZZzB6L3Vl?=
 =?utf-8?B?aCs1M3Iwb0FveW1LaHBlcG5McVIydEtTQlZ5MUpFYnlyRUJIL2IzWXp1a0FC?=
 =?utf-8?B?TGMrQjBCWFlZeGVudVMrREV0bVNoUm9OL3c3cEVUWHBSaUJnMXFmZFBJVnRL?=
 =?utf-8?B?citaWWgxTGF0eTl5ZXljN0NzaFIrRzVLY2lyYnhWaWYxRVdveXlCcFZWMXM3?=
 =?utf-8?B?VTRWYUR2UER1a2RjdzN1dVh6V2JHcU8rM0YwNDNuK0d6UWVKL2pkSXFuaFU2?=
 =?utf-8?B?OTJocUEvc3VXQlprcllySnp0V2djUlo3SCtySkdkUkY0K1RURTJDWmJ5aEpq?=
 =?utf-8?B?bFptMUp4M1UweWluOUlnMHNROXczWGtzMzN1NjBVdTNrM0ZDOGNYcjZCOTNx?=
 =?utf-8?B?UmR4WVoyNldyT1lvN0xWUUpFc3EvaWlDSFd1aXpvUnJnajdlWXVkVHNaWFBY?=
 =?utf-8?B?My8yazkyOUtFbUxBMkVWM0o0Z3dESzJPV29CYTk2UTBJalNYRmIxZEh2SEVT?=
 =?utf-8?B?bHlqOEo0OG5aaGppQmVZdWZwUWpuUnE5OXFVVG92L2lPU004MGZEZm9WQkpF?=
 =?utf-8?B?aURDRWJYUnJzamhhci8wZzNBbWtTK2Y2MS8zSjNyaTdWVlpLQWdpd3VObk4w?=
 =?utf-8?B?TmttK0tMWEIwZ1FnOExuaXZ4THFyMHdoWWRqSEdacm01aUpqSHRpVmhPbWsy?=
 =?utf-8?B?VW4wUUdMNDV3RWcrY3pLWFhqWWZWcjd4NGxuVmxSeWk3enBHS0ZWZmt5T0Rp?=
 =?utf-8?B?amhCV3dEUHlnbzE0anRlTnFNQnN0T0dodkpnU3dDblZoZENyQXMwTmZrV3lh?=
 =?utf-8?B?bFhZU0E0N0RXSHZ1WDMxZEo2d1NiNThuMjdDbVZrNWsrNEtYZVVPL2JqMjRt?=
 =?utf-8?B?UnR1b0ZRZWwxK1lYZnlZd0tFVzJBOWovWGhKdGlvSFZTUE1RQ0daazlmbG8z?=
 =?utf-8?B?TmFUZmNRUkJGbkcyUEVIdWQxeFJzaGVlcExzaEM3V0NJNitZMjhuK3oyQWsy?=
 =?utf-8?B?YTdLakxMZE5Da0Z1eGZ4bm9ubTVGam4wQnNXcCtoc1RCbmsybDVaTTZacjFs?=
 =?utf-8?B?UFB0ZjlCME9DRVpMeWI0ZEt5ZTE2QU9vS0ZBcjREalBCNjBPMm43ekRoRlRp?=
 =?utf-8?B?bTgvUGdDM2tFQ2JhUlBITW9zYU1WbGhXQWRzaGMvRTZteSt6NVdzRmhoRkZu?=
 =?utf-8?B?NmpsS2l0UXE3aCtsNzNMOXVIZUZoWDYxcEY1eGY4SmxhVUc2ZWJCWkd4bnpY?=
 =?utf-8?B?SURrR3pWMW95Z2lKU2RBZzAwUHZPZkJPREo4K3VCM3NPVHZxd3N5bkNtaXZX?=
 =?utf-8?B?QzZFNjl1RFNNYUtmemVhUXNlUXBJWWhrTHk3Ukh6ZzZVUEdydW5FYjhwZDNu?=
 =?utf-8?B?aU5yQi9nd0szcWFGMExUTkQrVC85bVpIVXZpYzlCUE43bFZ0V3k0Z3ZSc2Nz?=
 =?utf-8?B?VDhqNFVtSWtmanBBRFBIQlM1TnJvd1JWN1dYVjBzYmRtWW03M3M2ZWlHQVpH?=
 =?utf-8?B?eVgwWDRDakRqLzlzN1doQ2Nzb1V0UVNHNEpQRHJzdmxnZXV3ZFIyeVJyT3Iz?=
 =?utf-8?B?SE9HSklWWGVzYi9pTS9oVDRxdWpTeWQzUGZmcm5SQjh3MnhGbVdDcy9xNlp1?=
 =?utf-8?B?M3o2SHd1TVNXU0lPUDA1YlZFWjBOVm5oaFk3aWo3WkZyQUs0cjNFTkh0aENx?=
 =?utf-8?B?QlZLT0x1MGpxaks5cU5yV2ZqaEhUMDYxTTJvTmJjYzRkN2dqenZHaU14Nmkz?=
 =?utf-8?B?OHBqV1NrMkcwdVQxQWtCK3phelgzWExsS0laNXJaY1RZaFZlMHVhRG05dE9E?=
 =?utf-8?B?YXlURGUva3B0UjlxdzVtNThpWFFWYWEvOXJ3UUtzR3dWZFlwRERaTWFucEVO?=
 =?utf-8?B?SzNwNEZ0MUFCMnpqVDJYWHp3QnhLM2NvYWFXSjE4cEtTamZoVmExdW93Wmpx?=
 =?utf-8?Q?jrz75qGC0629e8bxm9WnGFq+sY=3D?=
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X-Forefront-Antispam-Report: CIP:2607:f8b0:4864:20::f32;CTRY:;LANG:en;SCL:1;SRV:;IPV:NLI;SFV:NSPM;H:mail-
qv1-xf32.google.com;PTR:mail-qv1-xf32.google.com;CAT:NONE;SFS:(13230040)(43022699015)(69100299015)
(12012899012)(8096899003)(4076899003)(13003099007);DIR:INB;
X MS Exchange CrossTenant OriginalArrivalTime: 11 Dec 2025 00:39:24.2329
 (UTC)
X MS Exchange CrossTenant Network Message Id: 261a6673 2257 4eaf 3555 08de384dbb88
X MS Exchange CrossTenant Id: 60e8fb94 3672 44bd b410 8458b5a26625
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-AuthSource: BL02EPF0001B418.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-AuthAs: Anonymous
X-MS-Exchange-CrossTenant-FromEntityHeader: Internet
X-MS-Exchange-Transport-CrossTenantHeadersStamped: SJ0PR09MB11270
X OrganizationHeadersPreserved: SJ0PR09MB11270.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
X-CrossPremisesHeadersPromoted: EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov
X CrossPremisesHeadersFiltered: EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov
X-OriginatorOrg: guam.gov

Final-Recipient: rfc822;phid@dphss.guam.gov
Action: failed
Status: 5.1.10
Diagnostic-Code: smtp;550 5.1.10 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipientNotFound; Recipient not found by SMTP address lookup

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola" <theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov>,
Ricardo Eusebio <ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org>, "Aguon, Joleen, MD" <joleen.aguon@gmha.org>,
<judith.wonpat@guam.gov>
Cc: <theresa.obispo@gmha.org>, <michael.um@gmha.org>, <teresa.borja@gmha.org>, <sharon.davis@gmha.org>,
<sonia.siliang@gmha.org>, <antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org>, <edgar.aguilar@gmha.org>, <suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org>,
Justine Camacho <justine.camacho@gmha.org>, Zaldy Tugade <zaldy.tugade@gmha.org>, <jesse.quenga@gmha.org>,
Rodalyn Gerardo <rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.org>, <phid@dphss.guam.gov>, <Abraham.Mora@dphss.guam.gov>
Bcc: 
Date: Thu, 11 Dec 2025 10:38:00 +1000
Subject: Invitation to Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, at 9:30 A.M.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Government's Network. Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your attendance
is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items:

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam  Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”
 
Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vincent A.V. Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”
          

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute to the
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discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 38th Guam
Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

--

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information  If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED  If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office senatorbri@guamlegislature gov and delete the message immediately  Thank you

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at
1:28 PM

To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola" <theresa.c.arriola@dphss.guam.gov>,
Ricardo Eusebio <ricardo.eusebio@gmha.org>, "Aguon, Joleen, MD" <joleen.aguon@gmha.org>, judith.wonpat@guam.gov
Cc: theresa.obispo@gmha.org, michael.um@gmha.org, teresa.borja@gmha.org, sharon.davis@gmha.org,
sonia.siliang@gmha.org, antoinette.kleiner@gmha.org, edgar.aguilar@gmha.org, suzanne.lobaton@gmha.org, Justine
Camacho <justine.camacho@gmha.org>, Zaldy Tugade <zaldy.tugade@gmha.org>, jesse.quenga@gmha.org, Rodalyn
Gerardo <rodalyn.gerardo@gmha.org>, phid@dphss.guam.gov, Abraham.Mora@dphss.guam.gov

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your attendance
is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items:

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR)   Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr.  “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”
 
Bill No. 215-38 (COR)   Vincent A.V. Borja.  “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”
          

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute to the
discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 38th Guam
Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.
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Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

[Quoted text hidden]

Invitation PH 2025.12.16.pdf
332K

postmaster@guam.gov <postmaster@guam.gov> Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at 1:28 PM
To: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov

Delivery has failed to these recipients or groups:

phid@dphss.guam.gov

The email address you entered couldn't be found. Please check the recipient's email address and
try to resend the message. If the problem continues, please contact your email admin.

Diagnostic information for administrators:

Generating server: EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov

phid@dphss.guam.gov
Remote Server returned '550 5.1.10 RESOLVER.ADR.RecipientNotFound; Recipient not found by SMTP address lookup'

Original message headers:

Received: from EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov (192.168.147.121) by EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov
 (192.168.147.121) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version TLS1 2,
 cipher TLS ECDHE RSA WITH AES 256 GCM SHA384) id 15.2.1544.9; Thu, 11 Dec
 2025 13:28:48 +1000
Received: from BN8PR09CU001.outbound.protection.outlook.com (40.93.12.55) by
 EXCHANGE-01.guam.gov (192.168.147.121) with Microsoft SMTP Server
 (version TLS1 2, cipher TLS ECDHE RSA WITH AES 256 GCM SHA384) id 15.2.1544.9
 via Frontend Transport; Thu, 11 Dec 2025 13:28:47 +1000
ARC-Seal: i=1; a=rsa-sha256; s=arcselector10001; d=microsoft.com; cv=none;
 b=N8K2PnkDScvLMp/j/8pZpnnwTesUMON9Lb+zeKlnpl/6/8KT7KN/1M2D9gCJa6x1kbMRqOqgYX+gq2gLFKSJeNkxhQ/
d9DlzbedcwCOyR5yvLIwJmo+fG0bx0T4QiaBkXjcoqjx9BGdxwW4tsZGJnVB5q5wiVBPgetVJr0FnLX6WNgMIfPtHDSqouGhN+0umpK+/
oPKond0LV/SqSxrab6njFQXj7Vjjd/HYjOreVt5xVcTLOOHlaKvbqJC+4jTzl5tQ9giYuwmJvA0vFqG9jUT3qtgiuFJMMohYhbfsFYnkl+
wGtEbOaclFiXQL2+t0jpmzgc4cn30DA6dRxh/jsA==
ARC Message Signature: i 1; a rsa sha256; c relaxed/relaxed; d microsoft.com;
 s arcselector10001;
 h From:Date:Subject:Message ID:Content Type:MIME Version:X MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData ChunkCount:X
MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData 0:X MS Exchange AntiSpam MessageData 1;
 bh +zQ2sODHgDMJrFdPW8zuc65n4e/EZC3NJa9LqCEh94M ;
 b jTQw3COONoWeN0XVPIRyCSsDTrIm8CqceSzKbTBkOEj0l3BMSjTT69vPM7IyOXlU4QGj+UuGVk/bJe62DAD1XosCEt+
nkEjkILREs1mSTZd/LVjsHAxZsSGqdwGkJ6R8DUtjCLdkyOBoSMqjEP7JE9CJ5GrGVTzWZLBW0LsP
T7kbru1nRIrXbXASV4mAx22gqJBh5DKXfbPSnwrLQayk2jG4WgGyUTNj4nxQdkAyx0I89t10sKEuX/LRhQst1jrOhXFeOJ4J8J9j/
rAfR1rW23/QI+ajmyiN9BnZmYZG8fkD+IniaRIWfArwaxe+aPceZK696ii8VzH0zqyPH7gXUg
ARC-Authentication-Results: i=1; mx.microsoft.com 1; spf=softfail (sender ip
 is 2607:f8b0:4864:20::733) smtp.rcpttodomain dphss.guam.gov
 smtp.mailfrom=guamlegislature.gov; dmarc=fail (p=none sp=none pct=100)
 action none header.from guamlegislature.gov; dkim pass (signature was
 verified) header.d=guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com; arc=none (0)
Received: from CY5PR09CA0030.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:930:1::35)
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 by SA1PR09MB10137.namprd09.prod.outlook.com (2603:10b6:806:282::14) with
 Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_2,
 cipher=TLS_ECDHE_RSA_WITH_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.9388.15; Thu, 11 Dec
 2025 03:28:18 +0000
Received: from DS4PEPF0000016F.namprd09.prod.outlook.com
 (2603:10b6:930:1:cafe::44) by CY5PR09CA0030.outlook.office365.com
 (2603:10b6:930:1::35) with Microsoft SMTP Server (version=TLS1_3,
 cipher=TLS_AES_256_GCM_SHA384) id 15.20.9388.15 via Frontend Transport; Thu,
 11 Dec 2025 03:28:17 +0000
Authentication-Results: spf=softfail (sender IP is 2607:f8b0:4864:20::733)
 smtp.mailfrom guamlegislature.gov; dkim pass (signature was verified)
 header.d=guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com;dmarc=fail action=none
 header.from guamlegislature.gov;compauth pass reason 106
Received-SPF: SoftFail (protection.outlook.com: domain of transitioning
 guamlegislature.gov discourages use of 2607:f8b0:4864:20::733 as permitted
 sender)
Received: from mail-qk1-x733.google.com (2607:f8b0:4864:20::733) by
 DS4PEPF0000016F.mail.protection.outlook.com (2603:10b6:2c:400:0:100a:0:5)
 with Microsoft SMTP Server (version TLS1 3, cipher TLS AES 256 GCM SHA384) id
 15.20.9388.8 via Frontend Transport; Thu, 11 Dec 2025 03:28:17 +0000
Received: by mail-qk1-x733.google.com with SMTP id af79cd13be357-8b2dcdde698so77349985a.3
        for <phid@dphss.guam.gov>; Wed, 10 Dec 2025 19:28:17 0800 (PST)
DKIM Signature: v 1; a rsa sha256; c relaxed/relaxed;
        d=guamlegislature-gov.20230601.gappssmtp.com; s=20230601; t=1765423696; x=1766028496; 
darn dphss.guam.gov;
        h cc:to:subject:message id:date:from:in reply to:references
         :mime version:from:to:cc:subject:date:message id:reply to;
        bh wUAnXOP9p3EDusG3ejgisDjtMsMz0EPZor9EnLFXU/Q ;
        b E/8ST5tWa8r6ISAGJFMgVB+HiOyit3eTAu7tYBC46Rq8l3PXTAZ9zX70QK4YSVvg3a
         OmiWssj8x9M1PTOSZvDhen6VO5zoSJy3gpJQXnI0ut+iAfBTsjbTckbubWfeggZvCf6V
         R0xTzeFfUONxpQ56AqdDGxtp6pJAWsu242k4POOgkMD/XXG0Ys14X/79cvCROv3EzZOK
         qTg1p+QsA6l1w1D6vHRQSQHtkF8a7pOv4XoAvezfiXPbScfwrbQ88tP8G3f+xKOeO+4d
         FiMJ5WVcDC55qN/jKJd6P1HXeq/77CN8E2iMqiDpYflOGQ4EH/vtcw1jlvYUYivW+gqG
         y1eQ
X Google DKIM Signature: v 1; a rsa sha256; c relaxed/relaxed;
        d=1e100.net; s=20230601; t=1765423696; x=1766028496;
        h=cc:to:subject:message-id:date:from:in-reply-to:references
         :mime-version:x-gm-gg:x-gm-message-state:from:to:cc:subject:date
         :message-id:reply-to;
        bh=wUAnXOP9p3EDusG3ejgisDjtMsMz0EPZor9EnLFXU/Q=;
        b=gJ8i0Z19cuskfPJfGYJ8OocYPbUtAzF6Kuxrhx4xb/ISp8YNyhqwJPgjv88oAaqBsy
         SqAk5nxM49cKc+jTOPOFL6XMwWiFn1v8Q3PHI8Yk0UGQgrm3+p9WMDVtySJtIdo1vT/+
         VtlHs357HVVWMOeXNeMQW3z+Ww/CVcPR4jZUZhwMbaePBvrczRYqBrbNBQ8A/niG7IAb
         phvgGVV+fob0OfVTmty16yoh4oXv/VylqM1OoEnnHbOhRfoq1cHHgzP8o4Z34NyT9w4a
         kZ6+739LQAcymMsAmwSTXQhEYvRZGE3EdVCD8FFGwKVVXKhlxuSti6bpb6Q1nbIW4QwI
         zkJQ==
X Forwarded Encrypted: i 1; AJvYcCUH5zLNLGJxFn1H0DGd0EAiu6VySYoHXEL/3HKQi/xJexnaoXUrD8f1
hIPrEjKcaqfmtGZW@dphss.guam.gov
X-Gm-Message-State: AOJu0YwiCW14s+419/gCzifd1woTlNtb1Q7dGiwAlDWkSo5+uVaR8D5l

f0XfyogsrsjCPU+dVqxBQHrLtoP89omjE8NCnCUnXN22TJTPq5JvcY2wZd8XL4HP2y7D6DjOxDf
pflhCgTh7eBBx8RMwQCuRHZVxC0EM4EeQWBfYoGqX

X-Gm-Gg: ASbGncsnalh41kXVBMkJ58N2OLz47mqUAYSBBQrT2fNBMXXE4T5r1dWkvvUBoUFpoZo
4JsJM3pYONbMbgyTKQR1lYQ5VNmPXExOTdUghyWX5hPzzb/WVKAk9QhO4jOxY6fTk3p7mYUjUuB
FLgY5Ym5XnRD1/jJ+jx+4YyIN41HQzI17FZMN/kUJl3jdYe8/LaxvDz0ecihWvKJXeG2lskQc6a
WyFeQNunwI3g7zYzStJMneA0t/gdGaUJn4b+SUCvp+mf8tgnNbVXU/MoQKvi7JEeUk6e4CbNJTz
2pyYbXzV5fZaas6Q2AkJUegChtntvNtVrsjZG8K3meW+3B5757qQsNqb+pkP++DJU6ZgASSxTGI
7r+/kBPXU

X-Google-Smtp-Source: AGHT+IEHbJpEp7FbUPzCUEgIXGtEF4M2307DfUdJj58jf19cbtEEjlveYkH9B30iM
imJrxnsou9cfU1R4++OkP0UB3E=
X-Received: by 2002:a05:620a:2681:b0:8b2:f892:9136 with SMTP id
 af79cd13be357-8ba3a349dd8mr685799285a.42.1765423696077; Wed, 10 Dec 2025
 19:28:16 -0800 (PST)
MIME-Version: 1.0
References: <CAJVthY1+gjC7A0 nhyk0LUzGzZtV4amXrfVJ4Qe2X RQwpnR2A@mail.gmail.com>
In-Reply-To: <CAJVthY1+gjC7A0_nhyk0LUzGzZtV4amXrfVJ4Qe2X=RQwpnR2A@mail.gmail.com>
From: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane

<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Date: Thu, 11 Dec 2025 13:28:03 +1000
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X Gm Features: AQt7F2raczC2R83j bJJTrWPxQ04GAt1kpbJLqiPClpRDkSnCZZrYehMP SwqpE
Message-ID: <CAJVthY2ib8vEKsqmtEEeq=rZreb2Fe0JdYernpY_2XJUv8SP_A@mail.gmail.com>
Subject: Re: Invitation to Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, at
 9:30 A.M.
To: Breanna Sablan <breanna.sablan@dphss.guam.gov>, "Theresa C. Arriola"
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recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your attendance
is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items:

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam  Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco,
MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.
 
Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”
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Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vincent A.V. Borja. – “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours prior
to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute to the
discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the 38th Guam
Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

On Thu, Dec 11, 2025 at 10:38 AM Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@
guamlegislature.gov> wrote:

Håfa Adai,

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs has scheduled a Public Hearing on Tuesday, December 16,
2025, beginning at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. Your
attendance is requested to provide insights on the following agenda items:

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E.
Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.

Bill No. 169-38 (COR)  Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T.
Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr.  “AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10
GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS
AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.”

Bill No. 215-38 (COR)  Vincent A.V. Borja.  “AN ACT TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF
CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY
PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS.”

The Committee requests that all written testimony and presentations be submitted forty-eight (48) hours
prior to the hearing. Additionally, you are welcome to invite other officials who may be able to contribute
to the discussion.

If your office requires any assistance or accommodation that can be provided by my office or the
38th Guam Legislature, please contact my office via email or voice call.

Should you have any questions or concerns, you may contact my office at 671-989-2572 or
email office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov.

--
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The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error,
please immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.

--

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient,
any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please
immediately notify me by replying to office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov and delete the message immediately. Thank you.
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Public Hearing 
Tuesday December 16, 2025 9:30 AM 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

Agenda 

38GL-25-1405  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting 

Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, 

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority. 

Bill No. 169-38 (COR) – Therese M. Terlaje, Sabrina Salas Matanane, Sabina Flores 

Perez, Chris Barnett, Telo T. Taitague, Joe S. San Agustin, Frank F. Blas, Jr. – “AN 

ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE 

ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY.” 

Bill No. 215-38 (COR) – Vince A.V. Borja, AN ACT TO ADD A NEW 

SUBSECTION (E) TO § 21103 OF CHAPTER 21, DIVISION 2, TITLE 10, 

GUAM CODE ANNOTATED, RELATIVE TO WAIVING SANITARY PERMIT 

FEES FOR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISERS. 

This Public Hearing will broadcast on local television, GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 117 and stream online 

via I Liheslaturan Guahan’s live feed.









November 16, 2025 
Legislative Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

RE: Testimony in support of Matthew Limtiaco’s appointment to GMHA Board of Trustees 
 
Buenas yan Hafa Adai honorable senators, and thank you for having me here today and 
for your consideration of my testimony in support of Mr. Matthew Limtiaco’s 
appointment to the board of trustees for the Guam Memorial Hospital Authority.  
 
Matt is someone I’ve known and been able to call athletic teammate, professional 
colleague, technical collaborator, advisor, and friend for more than 30 years. By this 
merit, I believe I’m able to qualify his character and why that unique skill set and 
personality would lend well to the outstanding composition of our hospital’s board, 
particularly in the perspective he’ll bring to the table with respect to implementing 
proper technical measures for our billing, medical records, and security.  
 
These are areas of tech that in contemporary times are dark arts only for the 
esoterically gifted, are attack vectors for would-be snoopers who wish harm or the 
outright obliteration of the systems GMH has worked so hard to develop, and 
undoubtedly essential components of a modern medical facility that for too long haven’t 
been given their due attention. 
 
Matt has always had our island community’s best interests at heart, and indicative of his 
training as an engineer, rather than just complain or comment about the state of 
things…he jumps in to solve the damn problem. 
 
Matt’s a proud Guamanian, being the son of a lifelong civil servant, with his late father 
having been an inspector for the Department of Labor. Even after returning home after 
college to work in telecommunications, he went back to the mainland for several years 
to seek experience in the highest levels of technology with the ultimate intent to apply 
that knowledge back home.  
 
He’s worked at and with an impressive array of brands including IBM, Disney, and the 
biotech giant Amgen - developing systems where stability, security and scalability 
weren’t just aspirational goals - they’re mission-critical components that ensure the 
safety and validity of data that’s ultra-sensitive. In these areas, he’s a noted expert; and 
his intellect and candor and team attitude allows him to dialogue with organizations 
leaders to apply these facets of tech in ways that are state-of-the-art, but also 
cost-conscious.  



He’s a noted expert in the context of the people, processes, development lifecycle, crisis 
management, vendor relationships and technical implementation that’s so needed for 
high-performance systems capable of handling the rigors of today’s cybersecurity 
arena.   
 
And Matt always has a firm handshake you’ll still feel 30 minutes after greeting him, and 
a signature laugh you can hear three villages away. 
 
After coming home he taught computer science at Notre Dame High School, while 
continuing his remote work with offshore clients using tools and techniques uncommon 
at local organizations; but he began to integrate them into operations here. He’s also 
proven himself as a competent executive, being chief technology officer for a prominent 
local bank for several years, being a strategic thinker and leader in the equally-specific 
financial services space - again, an environment where air-tight systems aren’t the 
exception, they’re the rule. He’s shown them a better path.  
 
It’s this insight that he brings to GMH, and his ability to work fluidly with other high-level 
executives is of immense value and immediate impact. 
 
Honorable senators, I also consider it a privilege to come before you today to endorse 
Matt because of the debt of gratitude I have for our hospital, and how the institution 
consistently cared for my late father, former two-term senator Dr. John Salas. When my 
dad’s health was in rapid decline and trips to GMH became more frequent in the final 
years of his life, the conditions of the hospital facilities may have not been ship-shape 
and technical systems may have been a tad out-of-date, but at no time and in no way 
did any human resources - physicians, nurses, night watchmen, housekeepers, 
administrative staff and down the line - waver in their compassion to improve the quality 
of my dad’s life or ease his suffering.  
 
The authenticity of that dedication to the job is GMH’s calling card and something I’ve 
never forgotten. I’d like to use this opportunity to give back in some small way to an 
institution that gave so much to my family in our time of greatest need.  
 
I humbly ask you to consider my support of Mr. Limtiaco because his contributions will 
be positively additive to the team of other trustees - a well-rounded assembly of talent. 
Simply stated: he makes our hospital better.  
 
Thank you and si yu’os ma’ase, my friends. 
 



 
 
 
Jason Salas, MBA, MCP 
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Representative Charlie Balbastro 

38th Guam Legislature 

Public Hearing - Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

16 December 2025 

                                     Testimony - Doc No. 38GL-25-1405 

  Good Morning and Hafa Adai, members of the 38th Guam Legislature, our 

fellow participants testifying, and fellow audience members watching. This is 

Representative Charlie Balbastro from the 35th Guam Youth Congress, and as I’m 

always proud to say, a former JROTC cadet. I stand here today to speak on behalf of 

Document No. 28GL-25-1405, which appoints Matthew E. Limtiaco to serve with 

commitment as a member of the Board of Trustees of the Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority.  

  Serving on the Board of Trustees is surely an honor and a privilege, and being 

nominated to this position requires hard work, dedication, and the highest degree of 

leadership excellence to ensure every task is completed within the agency and 

throughout the individual's job and leadership experience. Fulfilling a role that requires 

effort, integrity, initiative, critical thinking, logistics, planning, and short-term duty comes 

into play with the skills being taught and applied to the position that he or she has been 

nominated for.  

  On behalf of Matthew E. Limtiaco, I wish them the very best in all he does for 

GMH, good luck in all you do as a whole to keep the hospital running in a smoother 
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environment and striving to continue to keep the patients, frontliners, and employees 

working for Guam Memorial Hospital safe, healthy, and secure to help better serve the 

community of Guam. Si Yu’os Ma’ase!! 

        







 

 

COMMITTEE VOTE SHEET 
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Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

URGENT: Request for e-vote: Committee Report relative to Matthew Limtaco
9 messages

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at
11:22 AM

To: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Shawn
Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Shelly Calvo
<officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>
Bcc: Isaiah Aguon <isaiah.aguon@guamlegislature.gov>, ann.sn@guamlegislature.gov,
senator.sabrina@guamlegislature.gov

Hafa adai Committee Members:

Please see attached Committee Report relative to the Appointment and Supporting Documents for Matthew E.
Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital  Authority.

Please indicate your preferred action, based on the following options:

TO DO CONFIRM
TO NOT CONFIRM
TO REPORT OUT ONLY
TO ABSTAIN
TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE

Please submit your response ASAP.  Your responses will be logged into the vote sheet which will be submitted as part of
the final Committee Report to the Committee on Rules.

Please contact our office if you have any questions or concerns.

--
Annie San Nicolas
Administrative Officer/Committee Director

The email message is intended only for the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged information  If you are not the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of the information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received
this transmission in error, please immediately notify me by replying to office senatorbri@guamlegislature gov and delete the message immediately  Thank you

Committee Report Matthew Limtiaco  vote.pdf
13895K
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Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 11:32
AM

To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Office of Senator
Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

Hafa adai,

TO DO CONFIRM

Si Yu'os ma'åse'!
[Quoted te t hidden]
--

Office of Senator Eulogio Shawn Gumataotao
Chairman, Committee on Public Safety, Emergency Management, and Guam National Guard
38th Guam Legislature
120 Father Duenas Avenue Capitol Plaza Building, Suite 103, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
(671) 647-1409/1411

Speaker Frank Blas Jr. <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 11:46 AM
To: Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker
Tony Ada <vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Office of
Senator Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

To Report Out Only

Speaker, Frank F. Blas, Jr.
I Mina’trentai Ocho na Liheslaturan Guåhan 38th Guam Legislature

Guam Congress Building, 163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagatña

(671)969-6456
speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov

 

Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered by electronic
communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature.  If you are not the intended
recipient, please be advised that you are legally prohibited from retaining, using, copying, distributing, or otherwise disclosing the
information in this e-mail or any attachment in any manner.  Instead, please reply to the sender that you have received this
communication in error, and then immediately delete it.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

[Quoted text hidden]

Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 1:11 PM
Reply-To: Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>
To: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov
Cc: speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov, vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov,
office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov, officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov,
senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov, senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov, senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov,
office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov
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​To Do Confirm

Respectfully,

Office of Senator Vincent A.V. Borja
Committee on Education, Libraries, & Public Broadcasting
38th Guam Legislature
Suite 502, DNA Bldg. 238 Archbishop Flores St.
Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T +1 (671) 969-8423
E contact@senatorvinceborja.com

[Quoted te t hidden]

Office of Senator Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 2:18
PM

To: Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>
Cc: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov, speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov, vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov,
office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov, senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov,
senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov, senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov

To Do Confirm

Respectfully,

Office of the People ● Senator Shelly V. Calvo

Majority Whip & Chairwoman
Committee on Child Welfare, Youth Affairs, Senior
Citizens, Women's Affairs, Disability Services, the Arts,
Culture, Historic Preservation & Hagåtña Restoration 

38th Guam Legislature
163 Chalan Santo Papa, Hagåtña, Guam 96910
T +1 (671) 989-5682
E officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov

[Quoted text hidden]

Senator Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 2:39 PM
To: Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>
Cc: office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov, speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov, vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov,
office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov, officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov,
senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov, senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov

To report out only. 

Happy Holidays!

On Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 1:11 PM Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
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--

Office of Majority Leader Jesse A. Lujan 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation, Tourism, Customs, Utilities and Federal & Foreign Affairs

259 Martyr St., Hagatna, Guam 96910 
senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov
(671) 969-6525 

Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 3:00 PM
To: Senator Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: Office of Senator Vince Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov,
speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov, vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov, office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov,
officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov, senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov

To report out only 
--

Office of Senator Christopher M. Dueñas
Chairman, Committee on Government Finance and Operations

259 Martyr St., Hagatna, Guam 96910 
senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov
(671) 989-9554

[Quoted text hidden]

Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane
<office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>

Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at
3:18 PM

To: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Vice Speaker Tony Ada
<vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja <contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Shawn
Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Shelly Calvo
<officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

To do Confirm.
[Quoted text hidden]
--
[Quoted text hidden]

Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada <vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov> Mon, Dec 29, 2025 at 3:38
PM

To: Office of Legislative Secretary Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane <office.senatorbri@guamlegislature.gov>
Cc: "Speaker Frank Blas Jr." <speakerblas@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of Senator Borja
<contact@senatorvinceborja.com>, Senator Shawn Gumataotao <office.senatorshawn@guamlegislature.gov>, Office of
Senator Shelly Calvo <officeofsenatorshellycalvo@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Tina Rose Muña-Barnes
<senator.munabarnes@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator Chris Duenas <senator.duenas@guamlegislature.gov>, Senator
Jesse Lujan <senator.lujan@guamlegislature.gov>

To do confirm
[Quoted te t hidden]
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--

Office of Vice Speaker V. Anthony Ada
38th Guam Legislature
I Mina’trentai Ocho Na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Guam Congress Building, 2nd Floor
163 Chalan Santo Papa
Hagåtña, Guam  96910
Phone: (671) 989-0855
Email: vicespeakertonyada@guamlegislature.gov 

[Quoted text hidden]
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COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW:  

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs conducted a Public Hearing on Tuesday December 16, 2025, 

scheduled to begin at 9:30 A.M., in the Public Hearing Room of the Guam Congress Building. 

Among other items, on the agenda for discussion was -  Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment 

and Supporting Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam 

Memorial Hospital Authority. 

 

Public Notice Requirements 

In accordance with Open Government Law, the public notice for this public hearing was disseminated via 

email to all senators and main media broadcasting outlets on December 9, 2025, and December 12, 2025. 

This public notice was also posted on the Guam Legislature website and the Public Notice Portal. 

Senators Present 

Senator Sabrina Salas Matanane, Chairperson of the Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs 

Senator Shawn Gumataotao 

Senator Telo T. Taitague 

Senator Therese M. Terlaje 

Senator Chris Barnett 

Senator Vince Borja 

 

 Appearing before the Committee:  

 Matthew Limtiaco 

 Jason Salas 

 Theres Arriola 

 Kai Akimoto 

 Melissa Savares 

 Keana Ardiente 

 Charlie Balbastro 

 Rey Edrosa 

 Ethan Gumataotao 

 Mason Caldwell 

 Anthony Sean Monterto 

 Catherine Angoco 

 

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY AND DISCUSSION: 

This Public Hearing was called to order at 930 A.M. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

BUENAS AND HAFA ADAI. THE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH AND VETERANS AFFAIRS 

IS NOW CALLED TO ORDER. THE TIME IS 9:30 AND TODAY IS TUESDAY, 
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Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority. 

Tuesday December 16. 2025, at 9:30 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

DECEMBER 16TH, 2025. THANK YOU ALL FOR JOINING US, WHETHER YOU'RE 

HERE IN PERSON OR TUNING IN ONLINE. THIS MORNING, WE'RE HOLDING BOTH 

A CONFIRMATION AND A PUBLIC HEARING ON THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. FIRST, 

THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT OF MATTHEW LIMTIACO TO THE GUAM 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES. MR. LIMTIACO HOLDS A MASTER OF 

SCIENCE DEGREE AND IS A CERTIFIED INFORMATION SYSTEMS SECURITY 

PROFESSIONAL. NEXT ON OUR AGENDA IS BILL 169-38 COR INTRODUCED BY 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE. IT IS AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3 

TITLE 10 GUAM CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. AND FINALLY, 

BILL 21538 COR INTRODUCED BY SENATOR VINCE BORJA, AN ACT TO ADD A NEW 

SUBSECTION E TO SUBSECTION 21103 OF CHAPTER 21 DIVISION 2 TITLE 10 GUAM 

CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO WAVING SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR 

STUDENTLED FUNDRAISERS. NOTICE OF TODAY'S HEARING WAS PROVIDED TO 

SENATORS AND STAKEHOLDERS IN FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE OPEN 

GOVERNMENT LAW. NOTICE WAS ALSO POSTED ON THE GUAM LEGISLATURE 

WEBSITE AND THE PUBLIC NOTICE PORTAL. ALL MATERIALS WERE UPLOADED 

TO THE COMMITTEE DRIVE AND ARE AVAILABLE IN PRINT UPON REQUEST. A 

RECORDING OF TODAY'S HEARING WILL BE ACCESSIBLE ON GUAM 

LEGISLATURE MEDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL. BEFORE WE PROCEED, I WANT TO 

RECOGNIZE THE COMMITTEE MEMBERS THAT ARE PRESENT, SENATOR VINCE 

BORJA, AS WELL AS SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE AND SENATOR CHRIS 

BARNETT. FOR TODAY'S HEARING, THE RULES ARE SIMPLE. COLLEAGUES, YOU 

EACH HAVE FIVE MINUTES FOR QUESTIONS. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, PLEASE 

SPEAK CLEARLY INTO THE MICROPHONE AND STATE YOUR NAME AND WHO 

YOU ARE REPRESENTING. WE'LL BEGIN WITH THE GOVERNOR'S APPOINTMENT 

OF MR. MATT LIMTIACO. IF THERE IS ANYONE HERE TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY IN 

SUPPORT OR IN OPPOSITION TO HIS APPOINTMENT, PLEASE COME FORWARD AT 

THIS TIME AND HAVE A SEAT AT THE TABLE. WE WILL START TO MY LEFT. 

PLEASE STATE YOUR NAME. SPEAK CLOSELY INTO THE MICROPHONE AND WHO 

YOU'RE REPRESENTING. 

CHARLIE BALBASTRO 

BUENAS, YAN HAFA ADAI MEMBERS OF THE 38TH GUAM LEGISLATURE, OUR 

FELLOW PARTICIPANTS TESTIFYING AND OUR FELLOW AUDIENCE MEMBERS 

WATCHING LIVE. THIS IS REPRESENTATIVE CHARLIE BRUCE BALBASTRO FROM 

THE 35TH GUAM YOUTH CONGRESS AND AS I'M ALWAYS PROUD TO SAY A 

FORMER JROTC CADET. I STAND HERE TODAY TO SPEAK ON BEHALF OF 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 26GL-25-1405 WHICH APPOINTS MATTHEW E. LIMTIACO TO 

SERVE WITH COMMITMENT AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 

GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL AUTHORITY. SERVING ON THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES IS SURELY AN HONOR AND A PRIVILEGE. AND BEING NOMINATED TO 
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THIS POSITION REQUIRES HARD WORK, DEDICATION, AND THE HIGHEST DEGREE 

OF LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE TO ENSURE EVERY TASK IS COMPLETED WITHIN 

THE AGENCY AND THROUGHOUT THE INDIVIDUAL'S JOB AND LEADERSHIP 

EXPERIENCE. FULFILLING A ROLE THAT REQUIRES EFFORT, INTEGRITY, 

INITIATIVE, CRITICAL THINKING, LOGISTICS, PLANNING, AND SHORT-TERM 

DUTY COMES INTO PLAY WITH THE SKILLS BEING TAUGHT AND APPLIED TO THE 

POSITION THAT HE OR SHE HAS BEEN NOMINATED FOR. ON BEHALF OF 

MATTHEW E. LIMTIACO, I WISH HIM THE VERY BEST IN ALL HE DOES FOR GMH. 

GOOD LUCK IN ALL YOU DO AS A WHOLE TO KEEP THE HOSPITAL RUNNING IN A 

SMOOTHER ENVIRONMENT AND STRIVING TO CONTINUE TO KEEP THE 

PATIENTS, FRONTLINERS, AND EMPLOYEES WORKING FOR GMH SAFE, HEALTHY, 

AND SECURE TO HELP BETTER SERVE THE COMMUNITY OF GUAM. SI YU’OS 

MA’ASE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. BALBASTRO. MR. SALAS. PLEASE. IS YOUR MICROPHONE ON 

AND COULD YOU PLEASE SPEAK CLOSELY INTO IT? 

JASON SALAS 

AH, IT'S THAT BUTTON. OKAY. YOU THINK AT THIS POINT IN MY CAREER, I 

WOULDN'T GOT USED TO THAT BY NOW. ALL RIGHT. BOTH. THANK YOU, 

HONORABLE SENATORS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES. 

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO SPEAK THIS MORNING. BUENAS AND HAFA 

ADAI, HONORABLE SENATORS, AND I AM VERY HONORED AND PRIVILEGED 

THAT YOU WOULD ALLOW ME TO SUBMIT MY CONSIDERATION OF MY 

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF MR. LIMTIACO'S APPOINTMENT TO THE GMH BOARD 

OF TRUSTEES. MATT IS SOMEONE I'VE KNOWN AND BEEN ABLE TO CALL AN 

ATHLETIC TEAMMATE, PROFESSIONAL COLLEAGUE, TECHNICAL 

COLLABORATOR, ADVISER, AND FRIEND FOR MORE THAN 30 YEARS. BY THIS 

MERIT, I BELIEVE THAT I'M ABLE TO QUALIFY HIS CHARACTER AND WHY HIS 

UNIQUE SKILL SET AND PERSONALITY WOULD LEND WELL TO THE 

OUTSTANDING COMPOSITION OF OUR HOSPITAL'S BOARD, PARTICULARLY WITH 

THE PERSPECTIVE THAT HE WILL BRING TO THE TABLE WITH IMPLEMENTING 

PROPER TECHNICAL MEASURES FOR OUR BILLING, MEDICAL RECORDS, AND 

CYBER SECURITY. THESE ARE AREAS OF TECHNOLOGY THAT IN 

CONTEMPORARY TIMES ARE CONSIDERED TO BE DARK ARTS ONLY FOR THE 

ESOTERICALLY GIFTED, ARE ATTACK VECTORS FOR WOULD BE SNOOPERS WHO 

WISH TO HARM OR THE OUTRIGHT OBLITERATION OF THE SYSTEMS THAT GMH 

HAS WORKED SO HARD TO DEVELOP, AND UNDOUBTEDLY ARE ESSENTIAL 

COMPONENTS OF A MODERN MEDICAL FACILITY FOR TOO LONG HAVE NOT 

BEEN GIVEN THEIR DUE 

ATTENTION. MATT HAS ALWAYS HAD OUR ISLAND COMMUNITY'S BEST 

INTEREST AT HEART AND INDICATIVE OF HIS TRAINING AS AN ENGINEER. 
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RATHER THAN JUST COMPLAIN OR COMMENT ABOUT THE STATE OF THINGS, HE 

WISHES TO JUMP IN TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM DIRECTLY. MATT IS A PROUD 

GUAMMANIAN, BEING THE SON OF A LIFELONG CIVIL SERVANT WITH HIS LATE 

FATHER HAVING BEEN AN INSPECTOR AT THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. EVEN 

AFTER RETURNING HOME TO WORK IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS, HE THEN WENT 

BACK TO THE MAINLAND FOR SEVERAL YEARS TO SEEK EXPERIENCE AT THE 

HIGHEST LEVELS OF TECHNOLOGY WITH THE ULTIMATE INTENT THAT HE 

WOULD APPLY THAT KNOWLEDGE BACK HERE AT HOME. HE'S WORKED HARD 

AT AND WITH AN IMPRESSIVE ARRAY OF BRANDS, INCLUDING IBM, DISNEY, 

AND BIOTECH GIANT AMGEN, DEVELOPING SYSTEMS WHERE STABILITY, 

SECURITY, AND SCALABILITY AREN'T JUST ASPIRATIONAL GOALS. THEY ARE 

MISSION CRITICAL COMPONENTS THAT ENSURE THE SAFETY AND VALIDITY OF 

DATA THAT IS ULTRA-SENSITIVE. IN THESE AREAS, HE'S A NOTED EXPERT AND 

HIS INTELLECT AND CANDER AND TEAM ATTITUDE ALLOWS HIM TO DIALOGUE 

WITH ORGANIZATIONS TO APPLY THESE SYSTEMS THAT ARE STATE-OF-THE-ART 

AND ALSO TO OUR PUBLIC SECTOR COST CONSCIOUS. HE'S A NOTED EXPERT IN 

THE CONTEXT OF THE PEOPLE, PROCESSES, DEVELOPMENT LIFE CYCLE, CRISIS 

MANAGEMENT, CONTRACTUAL RELATIONSHIPS, AND TECHNICAL 

IMPLEMENTATION THAT'S SO NEEDED FOR HIGH PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS 

CAPABLE OF HANDLING THE RIGORS OF TODAY'S VERY CHALLENGING CYBER 

SECURITY 

ARENA. MATT HAS ALWAYS HAD A FIRM HANDSHAKE THAT YOU'LL 

GUARANTEED TO FEEL 30 MINUTES AFTER MEETING HIM AND A SIGNATURE 

LAUGH THAT YOU CAN HEAR THREE VILLAGES AWAY. HE'S ALSO PROVEN 

HIMSELF AS A COMPETENT EXECUTIVE. I ALSO CHALLENGE YOU TO TEST THAT 

THEORY. HE'S NOW A COMPETENT EXECUTIVE BEING CHIEF TECHNOLOGY 

OFFICER FOR A MAJOR LOCAL BANK FOR SEVERAL YEARS BEING A STRATEGIC 

THINKER AND LEADER IN THE EQUALLY SPECIFIC FINANCIAL SERVICES SPACE. 

AGAIN, AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE AIRTIGHT SYSTEMS ARE NOT THE 

EXCEPTION, THEY'RE THE RULE. HE HAS SHOWN THEM A BETTER PATH. AND IT'S 

THIS INSIGHT THAT HE BRINGS TO GMH AND HIS ABILITY TO WORK FLUIDLY 

WITH OTHER HIGH LEVEL EXECUTIVES IS OF IMMENSE VALUE AND IMMEDIATE 

IMPACT. HONORABLE SENATORS, I ALSO CONSIDER IT A PRIVILEGE TO COME 

BEFORE YOU TODAY TO ENDORSE MATT BECAUSE OF THE DEBT OF GRATITUDE 

THAT I HAVE FOR OUR HOSPITAL 

AND HOW THE INSTITUTION CONSISTENTLY CARED FOR MY LATE FATHER, THE 

FORMER TWO-TERM SENATOR, DR. JOHN SALAS. WHEN MY DAD'S HEALTH WAS 

IN RAPID DECLINE AND GMH TRIPS TO GMH BECAME MORE FREQUENT AND IN 

THE FINAL YEARS OF HIS LIFE, THE CONDITIONS OF THE HOSPITAL'S FACILITIES 

MAY NOT HAVE BEEN SHIP SHAPE AND TECHNICAL SYSTEMS MAY HAVE BEEN 

SLIGHTLY OUT OF DATE. BUT AT NO TIME AND IN NO FACET DID ANY OF OUR 
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HUMAN RESOURCES, PHYSICIANS, NURSES, NIGHT WATCHMEN, HOUSEKEEPERS, 

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF, EVERYONE DOWN THE LINE, NEVER DID THEY WAVER 

IN THEIR COMPASSION TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF MY DAD'S LIFE OR EASE 

HIS SUFFERING. THE AUTHENTICITY OF THAT DEDICATION TO THE JOB IS GMH'S 

CALLING CARD AND SOMETHING THAT I'VE NEVER FORGOTTEN. AND I 

CONSIDER MYSELF HUMBLED TO USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE BACK IN 

SOME SMALL WAY TO AN INSTITUTION THAT GAVE SO MUCH TO MINE AND SO 

MANY OTHER FAMILIES IN OUR TIME OF GREATEST NEED. I ASK YOU TO 

CONSIDER MY SUPPORT OF MR. LIMTIACO BECAUSE HIS CONTRIBUTIONS WILL 

BE POSITIVELY ADDITIVE TO THE TEAM OF OTHER TRUSTEES A WELL-ROUNDED 

ASSEMBLY OF PROFESSIONALS AND TALENT. SIMPLY STATED HE MAKES OUR 

HOSPITAL BETTER. THANK YOU AND SI YU’OS MA’ASE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANKS JACE. WE WILL NOW CALL THE IS THERE ANYONE ELSE HERE WHO 

WOULD LIKE TO TESTIFY ON HIS NOMINATION? THANKS, JASON. THANKS, 

CHARLIE. IF WE COULD CALL THE NOMINEE FORWARD, THANK YOU MATT FOR 

ACCEPTING THIS NOMINATION. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PROVIDE YOUR 

TESTIMONY ON ACCEPTING IT.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

YEAH, YOU KNOW, I'M A LIFELONG GUAMANIAN, PROUD CHAMORRO. 

CHAMORRO IS MY FIRST LANGUAGE.  NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE KNOW THAT. BUT 

YOU KNOW, I NEVER ASPIRED TO BE ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. THAT'S NOT 

ONE OF THOSE THINGS WHERE YOU SAY, "OKAY, WHEN YOU GROW UP AND 

YOU'RE 10 YEARS OLD, YOU SAY, "I'M GOING TO BE ON THE GMH BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES." HOWEVER, WHEN THERE'S OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO SERVE YOUR 

COMMUNITY AND IT COMES TO YOU, I FEEL THAT THAT'S SOMETHING THAT IT'S 

AN HONORABLE THING AND I HAD NO HESITATION IN ACCEPTING THAT 

NOMINATION. I GREW UP IN BARRIGADA. I CURRENTLY LIVE IN YONA. I'M A 

PROUD SON OF JUAN LIMTIACO AND MARIA C. LIMTIACO. MY DAD'S FROM ASAN. 

MY MOM WAS FROM BARRIGADA. I WAS BORN IN DEDEDO BUT RAISED IN 

BARRIGADA AND I'M A PROUD REPRESENTATIVE OF BARRIGADA. ALTHOUGH 

NOW I LIVE IN YONA AND RIGHT CHRIS YONA RULES. BUT YOU KNOW I ACCEPT 

THIS OPPORTUNITY. ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF YOU KNOW A LOT OF THE FLACK 

THAT THE HOSPITAL HAS BEEN GIVEN OVER THE YEARS. MY SON WAS BORN AT 

GMH AND I WAS SHOCKED WHEN I, YOU KNOW, WHEN WE WERE GOING 

THROUGH THE EXPERIENCE BECAUSE I DID NOT EXPERIENCE ANY 

CONTROVERSY. I DID NOT EXPERIENCE ANY SORT OF LACK OF CARE. AND YOU 

KNOW, MY WIFE AND I, WE JUST KIND OF LOOKED AROUND IN THE ROOMS LIKE 

WHAT'S GOING ON HERE? BECAUSE THERE'S THE WHAT WE'RE EXPERIENCING IS 

FAR FROM WHAT WE HEAR IN THE MEDIA AND IN THE NEWS. AND I YOU KNOW 

THE GOVERNOR OFF ASKED ME TO STEP INTO THIS FOR MY IT EXPERIENCE AND 
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JASON ATTESTED TO THAT AND ALSO FOR MY CYBER SECURITY EXPERIENCE 

GIVEN THE FACT THAT THE HOSPITAL EXPERIENCED AN INCIDENT WITHIN THE 

LAST YEAR. AND I FEEL THAT I CAN BRING TO BEAR A LOT OF THE THINGS THAT 

I CAN CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOSPITAL HELP THE HOSPITAL. FOR THE LAST 30 

YEARS I'VE BEEN IN IT. AND SPECIFICALLY IN THE LAST 20 YEARS I'VE BEEN 

KIND OF A FIXER OF THINGS. WHEN I STARTED MY CAREER IN THE STATES, I A 

LOT OF TIMES HAD TO GO INTO VERY HOT SITUATIONS WHERE THINGS WERE 

BROKEN AND THEY SAID, "YOU HAVE ONE WEEK TO FIX STUFF." AND SO, YEAH, 

IT'S A LITTLE DAUNTING, YOU KNOW, WHEN YOU HAVE TO FLY HALFWAY 

ACROSS THE COUNTRY AND YOUR PRIMARY JOB IS TO FIX SOMETHING THAT'S 

BROKEN AND YOU HAVE A WEEK TO DO IT. BUT 

YEAH, I THINK THAT, I ACCEPT THIS OPPORTUNITY. I'M WILLING TO HELP THE 

HOSPITAL AND HELP THE COMMUNITY IN ANY WAY THAT I CAN. AND YOU 

KNOW I THINK OF MY UNCLE WHO WAS ACTUALLY SORT OF LIKE MY 

GRANDFATHER AND HE ALWAYS TOLD ME HE GOES IF THERE'S EVER AN 

OPPORTUNITY FOR YOU TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY YOU'D NEVER TURN THOSE 

THINGS DOWN. AND IT'S SOMETHING LIKE YOU KNOW WHEN YOU BE WHEN 

YOU'RE ASKED TO BE A NINO FOR SOMETHING THAT'S NOT SOMETHING YOU 

TURN DOWN RIGHT SO I WELCOME THIS OPPORTUNITY. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU MATT. AND I WANT WE'LL GET INTO QUESTIONS NOW, BUT I 

WANTED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE PRESENCE AND PARTICIPATION OF MY 

COLLEAGUES SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE AND SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO. 

I'LL START WITH A QUESTION THAT I HAVE FOR YOU AND YOU KIND OF 

TOUCHED ON IT A LITTLE BIT. CYBER SECURITY FAILURES IN A HOSPITAL ARE 

NOT JUST IT ISSUES. THEY ARE PATIENT SAFETY, PRIVACY, AND CONTINUITY OF 

CARE ISSUES. IF CONFIRMED, WHAT WOULD BE YOUR TOP THREE IMMEDIATE 

PRIORITIES TO REDUCE RISK TO PATIENT DATA AND HOSPITAL OPERATIONS? 

AND HOW WOULD YOU ENSURE THE BOARD IS ACTIVELY MONITORING, NOT 

JUST RECEIVING IT COMPLIANCE AND UPDATES?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, YOU KNOW, CYBER SECURITY IS NOT JUST YOU MENTIONED IT, IT'S NOT 

JUST AN IT PROBLEM. IT'S A PROBLEM OR IT'S AN ISSUE THAT EVERYBODY HAS 

TO ADDRESS. YOU KNOW, IN MY CAPACITY AT THE BANK, ONE OF THE THINGS 

THAT WE ALWAYS DO IS WE ALWAYS TRAIN OUR EMPLOYEES AND IT STARTS 

THERE. YOU KNOW, NO MORE IS IT AN ISSUE OF HACKERS TRYING TO BREAK 

THROUGH THE BARRIER. THEY JUST GET TO AN UNASSUMING EMPLOYEE AND 

THEN THEY GET IN. THAT'S IT'S SIMPLE, RIGHT? SO, IT STARTS AT THE BOTTOM 

LINE, RIGHT? IT STARTS WITH THE FRONT LINE RATHER. WITH EVERYBODY 

HAVING AN AWARENESS OF CYBER SECURITY AND IMPLEMENTING TRAINING 

PROGRAMS THAT ARE CONSISTENT, THAT ARE MANAGEABLE, THAT ARE 
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ATTAINABLE, AND THAT ARE SUSTAINABLE. ONE OF THE THINGS WE QUICKLY 

LEARNED IS THAT IT'S MUCH MORE DIFFICULT TO HAVE SOMEBODY SIT IN 

FRONT OF A TRAINING PROGRAM FOR 1 HOUR THAN IT IS TO HAVE SHORT 5 

MINUTE BURSTS OF TRAINING QUICKLY. THEY CALL MICROLEARNING, RIGHT? 

AND HAVE IT EVEN AVAILABLE AT YOUR FINGERTIPS. SO, YOU DON'T HAVE TO 

SIT IN FRONT OF A COMPUTER. IF YOU CAN DO MICROLEARNING WITH IN FRONT 

OF YOUR MOBILE DEVICE, THAT SATISFIES IT AS WELL. AND IT HITS HOME 

FURTHER THAN TO JUST HAVE SOMEBODY SIT FOR AN HOUR IN FRONT OF A 

COMPUTER SCREEN TO GET TRAINING. THERE ALSO WITHIN THOSE TRAINING 

PROGRAMS, THERE ARE COMPLIANCE DIRECTIVES THAT WE MUST UPHOLD. 

AND I'M SURE IT'S THE SAME THING FOR THE HOSPITAL. SO THAT'S ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT I'D LIKE TO DO IS JUST START AT THE FRONT LINE WITH 

IMPLEMENTING CYBER SECURITY TRAINING, MICRO TRAINING FOR EVERYBODY 

AT THE FRONT LINE.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

HAVE YOU HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO MEET WITH GMH MANAGEMENT TO 

DISCUSS SOME OF THEIR IT ISSUES AND PROBLEMS? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I HAVE NOT. YEAH.  

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

OKAY. SO YOU'RE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS EPIC SYSTEM THAT THEY ARE 

INTERESTED IN?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I AM NOT. BUT I, YOU KNOW, I'VE MADE IT A CAREER OF LEARNING THINGS ON 

THE FLY AND YOU KNOW, QUICKLY TURNING THINGS AROUND. AGAIN, I'VE HAD 

MY CAREER WHERE, YOU KNOW, YOU HAVE ONE WEEK TO FIX THINGS AND 

WHEN YOU WALK INTO THESE THINGS THAT YOU NEED TO FIX, 

NINE TIMES OUT OF 10, YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'RE FIXING UNTIL YOU GET 

THERE. I KIND OF HAVE A KNACK FOR FIGURING THINGS OUT PRETTY QUICKLY. 

SO, I DON'T THINK THAT THIS IS GOING TO BE ANY DIFFERENT. BUT I DO 

WELCOME THE OPPORTUNITY. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

YOU KNOW THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL HAS FACED DOCUMENTED 

DEFICIENCIES AND FEDERAL SCRUTINY. I BELIEVE THEY WERE SANCTIONED BY 

HHS RELATED TO ITS IT AND CYBER SECURITY SYSTEMS. BASED ON YOUR 

BACKGROUND AS A CISSP AND TECHNOLOGY EXECUTIVE, WHAT DO YOU 

BELIEVE ARE THE MOST LIKELY GOVERNANCE LEVEL FAILURES THAT LED TO 

THESE SANCTIONS? AND WHAT SPECIFIC QUESTIONS SHOULD THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES HAVE BEEN ASKING SOONER?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 
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IT'S HUMAN. A LOT OF THESE THINGS ARE HUMAN ERROR, HUMAN, YOU KNOW, 

OVERSIGHT, UNDERSIGHT, YOU KNOW, AND THAT'S EXACTLY WHAT THESE, 

THESE CYBER CRIMINALS PREY UPON, RIGHT? THERE IT'S NO LONGER A 

TECHNICAL THING, RIGHT? IT'S GETTING THE WEAKEST LINK AND FINDING 

HUMAN BEHAVIOR WEAKNESSES. IN TERMS OF BEING ABLE TO IMPLEMENT 

SECURITY CONTROLS, IT'S YOU KNOW IN THE CYBER SECURITY SPACE. IT'S NOT 

YOU KNOW A TRADITIONAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT, RIGHT? WHERE YOU 

WHERE YOU THROW MONEY AT SOMETHING AND THEN YOU WANT TO SEE THE 

RETURN ON THE INVESTMENT COME BACK IMMEDIATELY. IT'S ONE OF THOSE 

THINGS WHERE YOU HAVE TO MEASURE THE RISK, MEASURE THE LIKELIHOOD 

OF SOMETHING OCCURRING, AND THEN YOU DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT 

THAT'S SOMETHING THAT YOU WANT TO SPEND MONEY ON. RIGHT? SO, IT'S 

EVALUATING RISK. IT'S EVALUATING THE OCCURRENCE OF AN EVENT 

HAPPENING. AND THEN IT'S, YOU KNOW, EVALUATING THE COST OF THOSE 

CONTROLS. THERE ARE CONTROLS THAT HAVE TO BE IMPLEMENTED ACROSS 

THE BOARD, NO DOUBT. BUT ONE OF THE PRIMARY ONES IS WORKING WITH THE 

HUMAN ELEMENT. AS SMART AS HUMANS ARE, THEY CAN ALSO BE THEY CAN 

ALSO BE TRIPPED UP.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

ASIDE FROM CYBER AND IT ISSUES AT THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, WHAT 

ARE SOME OF THE OTHER CHALLENGES THAT YOU SEE AT GMH THAT YOU 

BELIEVE REQUIRE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, I THINK IT'S FUNDING. ONE OF THE THINGS WITH, YOU KNOW, IT 

AND YOU KNOW, IT IS NOT CHEAP. IT'S A COST CENTER. IT'S ALWAYS GOING TO 

BE A COST CENTER, BUT ONE OF THE THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO DO IS MAKE 

SURE THAT YOU DO IT RIGHT AND YOU DO IT, YOU KNOW, IN A WAY WHERE 

YOU DON'T BACK YOURSELF INTO A CORNER OR YOU DON'T CONSIDER THE 

HOLISTIC APPROACH TO IMPLEMENTING THE SYSTEM AND JUST DO THESE 

THINGS PEACE MEAL. ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I'VE ALWAYS, YOU KNOW, 

APPROACHED WHEN DOING THESE THINGS IS HOW IS WHAT YOU'RE 

IMPLEMENTING GOING TO FIT IN THE FUTURE. YOU WANT TO FUTUREPROOF AS 

MANY THINGS AS YOU CAN. BUT YEAH, THE CHALLENGES WITH MONEY, RIGHT? 

THEY'RE NOT CHEAP, BUT AND YOU KNOW, WHEN IT COMES TO CYBER 

SECURITY, THOSE AREN'T CHEAP EITHER. BUT THE THING WITH CYBER 

SECURITY IS THE CRIMINALS ONLY HAVE TO BE RIGHT 

ONCE, RIGHT? THE CYBER GUYS, THEY ONLY HAVE TO BE RIGHT ONCE. THE 

HOSPITAL HAS TO BE RIGHT ALL THE TIME, RIGHT? AND IMPLEMENTING THOSE 

CONTROLS IS WHAT WOULD MAKE THAT RIGHT ALL THE TIME.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 
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HAVE YOU HAD AN OPPORTUNITY AT ALL TO EVALUATE THE GUAM MEMORIAL 

HOSPITAL'S IT DEPARTMENT, THE STAFF, WHETHER THEY HAVE ENOUGH STAFF 

OR WHETHER THEY'RE THEY HAVE THE EXPERIENCE?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I HAVEN'T HAD, YOU KNOW, I THE ONLY THE EXTENT THAT I HAVE HAD 

EVALUATIONS OF IS JUST PEOPLE THAT I KNOW IN THE IT SPACE AT THE 

HOSPITAL. I DO KNOW THAT THERE ARE THINGS THAT CAN BE DONE THAT CAN 

BE IMPROVED. AND THAT, YOU KNOW, TECHNICAL ACUMEN IS ONE OF THE 

THINGS THAT WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT STAFF ARE AWARE OF, RIGHT? 

THAT, YOU KNOW, WE KEEP 

THE STAFF IN TUNE WITH WHAT'S CURRENT, RIGHT? ONE OF THE CHALLENGES, 

ESPECIALLY OUT HERE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE PACIFIC, IS GETTING TALENT 

AND OBTAINING TALENT AND RETAINING THE TALENT HERE IN GUAM. YOU 

KNOW, IT'S NOT LIKE WE'RE IN THE SILICON VALLEY WHERE WE CAN JUST 

SAY, "HEY, WE WANT, YOU KNOW, WE CAN HAVE A PICK OF THE LITTER, RIGHT? 

ANYBODY WE WANT." BUT, YOU KNOW, TO GET SOMEBODY WITH TECHNICAL 

EXPERIENCE TO COME OUT TO GUAM IS A TALL ORDER. SO, WHAT WE'VE DONE 

IS WE'VE REACHED OUT TO EXPERTS AND ENGAGED EXPERTS 

TO BE ABLE TO FULFILL THOSE NEEDS FOR THE BANK.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU. I'M DONE WITH MY QUESTIONS. I'LL TURN IT OVER TO MY 

COLLEAGUES, BUT FIRST, THANK YOU FOR ACCEPTING THIS THIS NOMINATION. 

SENATOR BORJA. 

SENATOR VINCE BORJA 

THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR. THANK YOU FOR ACCEPTING THE CALL TO SERVE 

AS THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. I DON'T YOU KNOW A LOT OF THE QUESTIONS OR 

CURIOSITY I HAD AROUND JUST BECAUSE 

YOU'RE YOU OBVIOUSLY DON'T HAVE A MEDICAL BACKGROUND IS THE IMPACT 

AND THE VALUE THAT YOU'RE GOING TO BRING TO THE HOSPITAL 

CONSIDERING OF COURSE A LOT OF THE IT ISSUES THAT WE'VE AT LEAST YOU 

KNOW THE HEALTH CHAIR HAS HAD TO KIND OF ADDRESS AT LEAST NOW AND 

THINGS THAT WE'VE HEARD OVER THE PAST COUPLE YEARS. BUT IT'S 

REFRESHING TO KNOW YOUR BACK OR UNDERSTAND THAT YOUR 

BACKGROUND IS GOING TO AT LEAST BRING THAT ASPECT TO THE HOSPITAL. 

AND I THINK I LOOK FORWARD TO THE WORK THAT OR THE VALUE AND INPUT 

THAT YOU'LL BRING TO HELPING THE HOSPITAL MODERNIZE AS WE TRY TO 

FIGURE OUT WHERE THE NEXT HOSPITAL IS GOING TO BE AND THE VALUE 

YOU'LL BRING TO THAT AS WELL. SO, THANK YOU FOR I DON'T HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS. SO, THANK YOU FOR ACCEPTING THE CALL TO SERVE. THANK YOU, 

MADAM CHAIR.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 
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THANK YOU, SENATOR BORJA. SENATOR TERLAJE. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

YES. GOOD MORNING. THANK YOU FOR ALL OF THOSE WHO TESTIFIED ON YOUR 

BEHALF AND THANK YOU ALSO FOR ACCEPTING THIS NOMINATION AND I WANT 

TO THANK YOU. MY UNDERSTANDING IS YOU HAVE ASSISTED GMH IN THE PAST. 

IS THAT RIGHT?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, YOU KNOW, IN NOT IN A DIRECT CAPACITY, BUT YEAH. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THANK YOU. AND SO, I HAVE NO QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR ABILITIES TO BE ON 

THE BOARD AND GIVE THEM SOME GOOD INSIGHT. CAN YOU JUST TALK A 

LITTLE BIT ABOUT YOU USED TO WORK FOR AMGEN? DOES THAT HAVE ANY 

IMPACT ON YOUR CAPACITY IN ON AS A TRUSTEE?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

NO, I DON'T THINK SO AT ALL. AS A MATTER OF FACT, I THINK IT ENHANCES MY 

ABILITY. RIGHT. WHEN I WORKED AT AMGEN, I HAD NO EXPERIENCE WITH FDA 

REGULATION OR ANY OF THAT. BUT THAT'S WHERE ALL OF MY PRIVACY 

TRAINING, MY COMPLIANCE TRAINING, ALL OF THESE THINGS WHEN IT DEALS 

WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, THAT'S WHERE I REALLY KNOW THAT 

RUBBER HIT THE ROAD FOR 

ME THERE AT AMGEN. AND FROM THERE, I ALSO GOT, YOU KNOW, FAA 

CERTIFICATION. AND I GOT, YOU KNOW, I WORKED FOR THE IRS FOR A NUMBER 

OF A COUPLE YEARS, SO I HAD TO GET A MEDIUM BACKGROUND 

INVESTIGATION CLEARANCE FOR THAT. BUT YEAH, I THINK IT, AS A MATTER OF 

FACT, IT ENHANCES MY ABILITY TO SERVE ON THE BOARD JUST SIMPLY 

BECAUSE OF THE, YOU KNOW, MY BACKGROUND WITH UNDERSTANDING WHAT 

WAS ASKED OF ME AT AMGEN WHEN I FIRST GOT HIRED. AND THEN ENSURING 

YOU KNOW ONE OF THE THINGS THAT REALLY HIT ME WAS WHEN WE HAD A I 

THINK IT WAS A BOARD PRESENTATION AND THEY BASICALLY SAID THE STUFF 

THAT YOU'RE DOING HAS SUCH A DIRECT IMPACT TO PATIENTS THAT 

WHATEVER YOU DO IF YOU MESS UP OR WE MESS UP WE COULD KILL PATIENTS 

RIGHT AND THAT WAS ONE OF THOSE THINGS WHERE I LIKE IT REALLY SANK 

ME RIGHT I DIDN'T REALIZE THAT JUST BY IMPLEMENTING SECURITY SYSTEMS 

THAT IT HAD THAT MUCH OF AN IMPACT, BUT YEAH, THAT THAT WAS A REAL 

IMPACTFUL FOR ME. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THANK YOU. WELL, YOU'RE FAMILIAR WITH WHAT HAPPENED AT GMH AND 

WHEN THAT BRIEF SHUTDOWN THAT THEY HAD, THE NURSES WERE UNABLE TO 

ACCESS RECORDS OR KEEP RECORDS EFFICIENTLY.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 
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NO, AND THERE ARE SOLUTIONS TO ENSURE AVAILABILITY, RIGHT? SO YEAH. 

YES.  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

WELL, THANK YOU. I'M GLAD THEN TO HEAR THAT. YOUR CURRENT 

EMPLOYMENT IS AT THE BANK OF GUAM. DO YOU THINK THERE WILL BE ANY 

ISSUE THERE WITH YOUR BEING EMPLOYED WITH THE BANK VERSUS HAVING 

TO GO TO SERVE WITH THE GOVERNMENT?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

NO, AGAIN, I THINK IT'S JUST ANOTHER ENHANCEMENT, RIGHT? I THINK IT'S, 

YOU KNOW, THE BANK OF GUAM IS ENTRENCHED IN THE COMMUNITY, RIGHT? 

WE MAKE SURE THAT WE SERVE OUR CUSTOMERS AND IT'S THE SAME SORT OF 

YOU KNOW PARADIGM WITH THE HOSPITAL AND WE WANT TO SERVE THE 

PATIENTS RIGHT WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT THE PATIENTS ARE TAKEN 

CARE OF AND THAT THE SUPPORT STAFF HAVE WHAT THEY NEED TO ENSURE 

PROPER CARE RIGHT  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT SO A COUPLE OF THINGS THAT THE GMH IS CURRENTLY 

UNDERGOING IS THEY'RE PROCURING COMPUTER SYSTEMS SOUNDS LIKE IN 

ADVANCE OF PROCURING A HUGE NEW HER SYSTEM, ELECTRONIC HEALTH 

RECORD SYSTEM. VERY NEEDED, BUT THAT'S ESTIMATED TO COST OVER $50 

MILLION. SO, IT'S A BIG HUGE PROCUREMENT. IT'S ONE OF THOSE THINGS LIKE 

WITH THE TECHNOLOGY, YOU BUY IT NOW, IT MIGHT BE OUTDATED. WE DON'T 

KNOW. BUT SO, I'M HOPING THAT YOUR EXPERIENCE WILL GOING TO HELP 

THEM THROUGH THAT. I DO THINK THAT'S ONE OF THE BIGGEST THINGS THAT 

THEY'RE GOING TO DO IF THEY DO THAT. AND IT'S JUST THE TIMING OF IT. SO, 

SOME OF THE THINGS THEY'RE DOING NOW ALSO IS LIKE THEY'VE SUPPOSEDLY 

TRAINED THEIR BILLERS 

AND THEIR CODERS UNDER THE CURRENT SYSTEM AND HOW TO BE MORE 

EFFICIENT. YET NOW THEY'RE OUTSOURCING THAT WHOLE BILLING SERVICE 

AND THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT CUTTING EMPLOYEES AT THE HOSPITAL. SO, I'M 

HOPING YOU'LL BE ABLE ARE YOU ABLE TO TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT ALL OF 

THAT AND ARE YOU ABLE TO USE YOUR HONEST OPINION WITH THE OTHER 

TRUSTEES WHO'VE BEEN THERE LONGER AND TELL THEM, YOU KNOW, WHAT 

YOUR ASSESSMENT IS OF THE SITUATION?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY. I THINK THAT WAS KIND OF WHAT HAPPENED WHEN I FIRST GOT 

ON BOARDED WITH THE BANK OF GUAM. I SAW THINGS THAT I JUST KEPT 

ASKING WHY ARE WE DOING THIS? THINGS ARE IT'S THERE'S OTHER WAYS OF 

DOING THIS AND MORE SIMPLE WAYS OF DOING THIS AND I PROVIDED A FRESH 

APPROACH TO A LOT OF THE SYSTEMS AT THE BANK ONE OF THE OTHER THINGS 

TOO THAT WE'RE LOOKING AT THE BANK IS TO LEAN INTO TECHNOLOGY AND 
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NOT SHY AWAY FROM IT RIGHT AND MAKE SURE THAT WE MAKE THE PROPER 

INVESTMENTS TO ENSURE THE STABILITY OF THE TECHNOLOGY ENVIRONMENT 

AT THE BANK AND I THINK THAT'S THE SAME THING THAT WE NEED TO DO WITH 

THE HOSPITAL WE CAN'T BE COMPLACENT WITH TECHNOLOGY OR WITH CYBER 

SECURITY AT THE BANK AT ALL. IT SHOULD BE TOP PRIORITY BECAUSE THAT'S 

AN INFRASTRUCTURE. IT'S JUST AS MUCH OF YOU KNOW WATER AND POWER IS 

IT RIGHT? WE CANNOT OPERATE THE HOSPITAL WITHOUT THE PROPER 

TECHNOLOGY TO SUPPORT THE STAFF AND CARE FOR THE PATIENTS 

ULTIMATELY. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

HAVE YOU EVER SERVED ON A GOVERNMENT OF GUAM BOARD BEFORE?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I HAVE NOT. THIS IS GOING TO BE MY FIRST FORA. I MEAN YOU KNOW I'VE BEEN 

BACK IN GUAM. I'VE BEEN BACK HERE FOR ABOUT 10 YEARS, NO 15 YEARS NOW. 

BUT PRIOR TO THAT, I LIVED 10 YEARS IN THE STATES. SO, YOU KNOW, I GUESS 

THE OPPORTUNITY LANDED IN MY LAP AND YOU KNOW, I'M JUST MORE THAN 

WILLING TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

I'M GLAD YOU'RE WILLING. MY CONCERN WITH NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

SOMETIMES IS THAT THEY GET PRESENTED WITH BOARDS THAT ARE USED TO 

HEARING PRESENTATIONS FROM THE DIRECTORS AND THEY KIND OF TAKE 

THAT AS THAT'S THE INFORMATION YOU NEED TO KNOW. BUT I REALLY THINK 

FOR GMH YOU REALLY THE TRUSTEES REALLY NEED TO PUSH A LOT MORE. 

THEY HAVE TO BE BOLD ENOUGH TO ASK QUESTIONS AND TO REALLY KNOW 

THE DETAILS ENOUGH TO MAKE AN INDEPENDENT DECISION AND NOT JUST BE 

TOLD THIS IS THE BEST IDEA. I WANT YOU TO COME TO THOSE CONCLUSIONS 

INDEPENDENTLY YOURSELF.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY. I THINK THAT'S AND AGAIN THAT'S SOMETHING THAT I BROUGHT 

TO THE BANK. I'M THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE SENIOR ONE OF THE NEWEST 

MEMBERS OF THE SENIOR STAFF AND YOU KNOW I GOT THERE IN IN 10 YEARS 

AND I DON'T THINK IT'S BECAUSE I JUST SAT BACK AND LISTENED TO PEOPLE 

GIVE THEIR SPIEL RIGHT I CHALLENGED AND I MADE SURE THAT YOU KNOW I 

DID WHAT WAS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE BANK AND I'LL DO THE SAME 

THING FOR THE GUAM 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

ALL RIGHT. GOOD. AND IN THESE LARGE PROCUREMENTS WE WANT TO SEE 

FAIRNESS AND VALUE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF COURSE IN THE LONG RUN. SO 

I'M HOPING YOU'RE GOING TO BRING YOUR SKILLS TO THAT AS WELL. AND IT 

MIGHT BE A LITTLE BIT OF YOU KNOW ADDITIONAL LEARNING FOR 



Page 13 of 64 

 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting 

Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority. 

Tuesday December 16. 2025, at 9:30 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM PROCUREMENT SO THAT YOU KNOW EXACTLY WHAT 

WHO'S MAKING WHAT DECISIONS. SO THAT YOU CAN INFLUENCE THOSE AS 

WELL. SO THANK YOU VERY MUCH AGAIN. THANK YOU MADAM CHAIR.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU SENATOR TERLAJE. SENATOR BARNETT. 

 

 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE MADAM CHAIR AND GOOD MORNING TO THE PEOPLE OF 

GUAM. I HOPE YOU SURVIVED THAT SHAKER. OKAY. AND THANK YOU TO MY 

GOOD FRIEND JASON SALAS WHO PROVIDED TESTIMONIES. IT'S GOOD TO SEE 

YOU DOWN HERE, MY FRIEND. JUST THAT LITTLE BUTTON RIGHT THERE THAT 

TURNS ON THE MICROPHONE. LITTLE RUSTY. RIGHT. RIGHT. NO, BUT MATT, I'M 

VERY ENCOURAGED BY YOUR PACKET. YOU'VE GOT A VERY ESTABLISHED 

RESUME. I SUPPORT YOUR APPOINTMENT AND JUST LISTENING TO TO SOME OF 

MY COLLEAGUES AND THE WAY WE'RE TALKING HERE IT REALLY SEEMS LIKE 

WE'RE PUTTING A LOT ON YOU AS THE NEWEST MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF 

TRUSTEES AND I ALMOST WISH WE COULD JUST OUTRIGHT HIRE YOU INTO THE 

GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL WITH YOU KNOW GIVEN YOUR WEALTH OF IT 

EXPERIENCE WHICH THERE'S NO DOUBT THE HOSPITAL IS GOING TO NEED. SO, 

YOU KNOW, THAT BEING SAID, WHEN YOU DO, AND I'M ASSUMING YOUR 

CONFIRMATION WILL GO THROUGH, BUT IF YOU'RE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY 

TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES, DO YOU PLAN ON ESTABLISHING OR IS 

THERE ALREADY A SUBCOMMITTEE THAT DEALS SPECIFICALLY WITH IT ISSUES 

AT THE HOSPITAL? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I DON'T KNOW AT THIS POINT, BUT THANK YOU FOR THE SUGGESTION AND I 

WILL TAKE THAT TO HEART FOR SURE.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

THANK YOU. THANK YOU. AND THEN YOU KNOW SIMILAR TO SENATOR 

TERLAJE, I ALSO HAD CONCERNS ABOUT THE OUTSOURCING OF THE REVENUE 

CYCLE MANAGEMENT AND MOST OF THE CONCERNS WERE CENTERED ON THE 

INTERIM CEO'S TESTIMONY ON THE RECORD ACROSS THE HALL DURING 

COMMITTEE THE WHOLE WHEN SHE WAS TALKING ABOUT A $10 MILLION 

REDUCTION IN FORCE. AND YOU KNOW TRADITIONALLY REDUCTION IN FORCE 

MEANS PEOPLE ARE GOING TO LOSE THEIR JOBS AS WE'VE KIND OF FLIP-

FLOPPED A LITTLE BIT WITH THIS REVENUE CYCLE MANAGEMENT. I KNOW 

THEY HAD BASICALLY BEEN GIVEN A PRETTY GOOD TILIC ON THE EARS FROM 

THE PUBLIC AUDITOR BJ CRUZ THE LAST TIME THEY TRIED TO DO THIS, BUT THE 

INTERIM CEO SAID THEY'RE BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD AND THEY'RE 

FOLLOWING ALL THE PROCESSES. BUT AGAIN, I'M VERY CONCERNED ABOUT 
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THAT $10 MILLION REDUCTION IN FORCE AND I'M GLAD THAT YOU GAVE THE 

COMMITMENT TO SENATOR TERLAJE TO DIVE A LITTLE BIT DEEPER INTO THAT. 

DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT ISSUE OFFHAND? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, IS IT IN REGARDS TO OUTSOURCING? IS THAT WHAT YOU'RE TALKING 

ABOUT?  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

WELL WHAT THE EMPLOYEES ARE ARE BEING TOLD IS THAT SOME OF THEM 

ARE GOING TO LOSE THEIR JOBS IF THIS SERVICE IS OUTSOURCED.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, YOU KNOW, ONE OF THE THINGS THAT YOU KNOW WE DID AT THE BANK 

WAS WE ACTUALLY DID DO AN OUTSOURCE, RIGHT? AND IT WAS ONE OF THE 

THINGS WHERE WE MADE SURE THAT THE EMPLOYEES WERE MADE WHOLE IN 

THAT EFFORT, RIGHT? NONE OF THE EMPLOYEES, YES, THEY WERE QUOTE 

UNQUOTE REBADGED. THEY WERE NO LONGER BANK OF GUAM EMPLOYEES, 

BUT I MADE SURE ALONG WITH THE SENIOR STAFF THAT EACH ONE OF THOSE 

EMPLOYEES WAS MADE WHOLE AND THAT THEY MAINTAINED POSITIONS WITH 

THE COMPANY. THAT WAS THE DETERMINING FACTOR FOR SELECTING THE 

COMPANY TO OUTSOURCE. WE HAD MULTIPLE BIDS FOR THAT. BUT BECAUSE 

THIS ONE COMPANY DECIDED THAT THEY WERE GOING TO GO AHEAD AND 

THEN KEEP THE STAFF AND MAKE THEM WHOLE. THAT'S ULTIMATELY WHY WE 

WENT WITH THAT COMPANY. 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

RIGHT. AND THE INTERIM CEO HAD TESTIFIED TO AS MUCH SHE BASICALLY 

SAID THAT THERE WERE SOME EMPLOYEES WHO WOULD BE EVENTUALLY 

ABSORBED INTO THE OUT THE COMPANY THAT WINS THE OUTSOURCING. BUT 

I'VE BEEN GETTING COMMUNICATIONS FROM EMPLOYEES WHO SAY THAT 

THAT'S NOT EXACTLY WHAT THEY’RE BEING TOLD. SO, IF YOU COULD, YOU 

KNOW, IF YOU DO GET CONFIRMED SINCE IT'S RIGHT UP YOUR ALLEY, GIVE IT 

MAYBE A CLOSER LOOK SEE.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

YEAH. WELL, I'VE BEEN ON THE RECEIVING END OF A REBADGE AS WELL. AND 

I'VE BEEN ON THE RECEIVING END OF A LAYOFF, SO I KNOW WHAT IT HOW IT 

AFFECTS THE EMPLOYEE. AND AGAIN, THAT WAS THE PRIMARY REASON FOR US 

TO KEEP THE KEEP THE EMPLOYEES AND MAKE THEM WHOLE. THAT WAS YOU 

KNOW IT MAY NOT HAVE BEEN THE POPULAR DECISION BUT ULTIMATELY IT'S 

FOR SURVIVABILITY RIGHT IF YOU CANNOT MAINTAIN A STAFF YOU KNOW AND 

IT'S BLEEDING MONEY THERE'S GOT TO BE A POINT WHERE WHEN YOU DO THE 

OUTSOURCE IT'S NOT ONLY JUST THOSE EMPLOYEES THAT YOU RETAIN AND 

THAT THEY'RE REBADGED BUT YOU GAIN A WEALTH OF KNOWLEDGE FROM 

THE COMPANY THAT THEY GO TO. THAT'S THE EXPERIENCE THAT WE HAD. WE, 
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YOU KNOW, WE MAY HAVE LOST 15 OR 20 EMPLOYEES TO ANOTHER COMPANY 

AND THEY WERE NO LONGER BANK OF GUAM EMPLOYEES, BUT WE GAINED 

ANOTHER 20 OR 30 WORLDWIDE TO SUPPORT THE TEAM. AND IT PROVIDES US 

24/7 EYES ON GLASS SUPPORT. SO, RUN WITH THE SUN. IF SOMETHING HAPPENS 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT, IT'S NOT GOING TO BE GUAM THAT THEY'RE 

CALLING. THEY'RE GOING TO BE CALLING SOMEBODY THAT THAT CAN THAT'S 

AWAKE, YOU KNOW, HALFWAY ACROSS THE WORLD IF NECESSARY.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

WELL, THANK YOU. I APPRECIATE THAT. AND I'M SURE YOU UNDERSTAND 

THERE'S A THERE'S PROBABLY A LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MAKING 

EMPLOYEES WHOLE IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR AT THE BANK VERSUS, YOU 

KNOW, WHAT WE'RE ABLE TO DO WITH A CLASSIFIED MERIT SYSTEM OR EVEN 

WITH SOME OF THESE EMPLOYEES WHO AREN'T CLASSIFIED AT ALL. AND I GET 

IT. YOU KNOW, YOU SAID TECHNOLOGY IS IMPORTANT. AND I THINK WE'RE AT 

THIS PLACE WHERE TECHNOLOGY CAN ABSOLUTELY REPLACE HUMANS, BUT I 

THINK WE NEED TO BE MINDFUL IN HOW WE MOVE FORWARD WITH THAT 

GIVEN A LOT OF THE CHALLENGES THAT EMPLOYEES IN THE GOVERNMENT OF 

GUAM FACE.  

 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

YEAH, ABSOLUTELY. AND AGAIN, I WANT TO REITERATE, I'VE BEEN ON THE 

RECEIVING END, SO I KNOW WHAT IT'S LIKE. AND I CERTAINLY WOULDN'T 

WANT YOU KNOW, THE EMPLOYEES TO FEEL LESS THAN. 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

I GUESS MY LAST QUESTION BECAUSE A LOT OF THE GROUND HAS BEEN 

COVERED WITH THE IT, MISHAPS THAT HAVE HAPPENED, BUT YOUR 

EMPLOYMENT WITH THE BANK, AND THE EXTENSIVE TO-DO LIST YOU'VE BEEN 

GIVEN BY THE PANEL UP HERE, WHERE DOES YOUR SERVICE TO THE HOSPITAL 

END AND YOUR DUTY TO THE BANK AGAIN OR VICE VERSA?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, WHEN I LOOK AT PEOPLE THAT ARE RECOVERING AND I SEE AND YOU 

KNOW, I GO BACK TO THE EXPERIENCE THAT MY WIFE AND I HAD WITH THE 

BIRTH OF OUR SON. IT'S WITH ME, RIGHT? IT'S ONE OF THOSE THINGS WHERE I 

CAN'T LET IT GO. SO THAT'S AND YOU KNOW, I DO HAVE ALLEGIANCE TO THE 

BANK AS WELL. BUT IT PULLS ON A DIFFERENT HEARTSTRING, RIGHT, WHEN IT 

COMES TO SERVICE TO 

THE COMMUNITY.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

RIGHT. RIGHT. AND I AGREE WITH YOU IN YOUR OPENING OF YOU HAD SAID 

THAT YOUR SON WAS BORN AT THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 
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YEP.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

ALL FIVE WELL MY BOY MY OLDEST SON WAS BORN OVER AT SAGUA BUT THEN 

HE WAS IMMEDIATELY RUSHED TO GMH BECAUSE THEY HAD DETECTED 

SOMETHING WITH HIS HEARTBEAT BUT ALL MY OTHER KIDS WERE BORN AT 

THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. AND YOU'RE RIGHT, A LOT OF TIMES WHAT 

WE READ IN THE PAPER DOESN'T NECESSARILY MATCH UP WITH THE EXTENSIVE 

EFFORT, 

HEART, AND REALLY THE TENDER LOVING CARE THAT'S PROVIDED BY THE 

GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL EMPLOYEES WHO DO THIS REALLY WITH NOT A 

LOT OF RESOURCES AND YOU KNOW SOMETIMES NOT WITH NOT A LOT OF 

SUPPORT. SO. 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

YEAH, UNDERSTOOD AND I YOU KNOW WHEN I WAS GOING THROUGH THE 

EXPERIENCE I UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY NEED YOU KNOW THEY NEED SUPPORT 

AS WELL, RIGHT? SO THAT'S HAPPY EMPLOYEES DELIVER HAPPY PRODUCTS, 

RIGHT? SO. 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

AND WE CAN BE ASSURED THAT THAT'S GOING TO TEMPER YOUR SERVICE WITH 

THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. THAT KIND OF MINDSET. 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY. YOU KNOW, I'M GOING TO KEEP THAT WITH ME. I WASN'T BORN IN 

THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. MY WIFE WAS AND I THINK MY DAUGHTER 

WAS BORN IN THE STATES. AND SO THE RUNNING JOKE IN OUR FAMILY IS THAT 

SHE'S THE ONLY ONE THAT CAN RUN FOR PRESIDENT BECAUSE ALL OF US WERE 

BORN HERE AND THE REST OF US WERE BORN HERE. 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

GOOD LUCK. GOOD LUCK.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ANYTHING'S POSSIBLE.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

WELL, THANK YOU. MATT AND MR. LIMTIACO FOR YOUR TESTIMONY AND I DO 

SUPPORT YOUR NOMINATION. SI YU’OS MA’ASE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

SENATOR TAITAGUE. 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, AND GOOD MORNING TO MY COLLEAGUES AND OF 

COURSE GOOD MORNING TO EVERYONE THAT'S HERE AND THOSE WHO ARE 

LISTENING TODAY. HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYBODY. YOU KNOW, I’M SORRY 

I'M A LITTLE LATE AND KIND OF LISTENING AS I'M DRIVING HERE, OF COURSE, 

HANDS-FREE, YOU KNOW, YOUTUBE. AND YOU KNOW, WE GET A LOT OF PEOPLE 
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MIKE, WHO CALL US UP ABOUT CONFIRMATIONS FROM INDIVIDUALS AND IT'S 

KIND OF HARD TO BE ABLE TO JUDGE AN INDIVIDUAL IF YOU DON'T KNOW 

THEM PERSONALLY, AND I DON'T KNOW YOU PERSONALLY. SO, I USUALLY 

REACH OUT TO PEOPLE WHO DO KNOW YOU KNOW AND SOME CONNECTIONS I 

HAVE AT THE AT ACTUALLY AT THE BANK YOU KNOW AND FINDING OUT WHAT 

KIND OF CHARACTER YOU HAVE AND YOU KNOW THINGS LIKE THAT. SO, I 

HAVEN'T HEARD ANYTHING BAD SO THAT'S GOOD. SO, MOVING FORWARD NOW 

AS YOU TAKE ON THIS POSITION ONE CRITICAL QUESTION I'D LIKE TO ASK YOU 

IS THAT DID YOU GET PERMISSION FROM YOUR WIFE TO SIT ON THIS BOARD?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY DID. I WOULDN'T HAVE CLEARED IT WITH ANYBODY ELSE, RIGHT? 

BUT YEAH, ABSOLUTELY. SHE ALSO WAS IN FULL SUPPORT OF IT. AND YOU 

KNOW, WE WENT BACK TO THE EXPERIENCE WITH THE BIRTH OF OUR SON.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

HOW LONG AGO WAS THAT? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

HE'S 13 NOW. OKAY. SO, 13 YEARS AGO.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

SO, IT'S QUITE A BIT OF TIME FROM THEN TO TODAY WHAT WE'RE WHERE WE'RE 

SITTING AT A HOSPITAL THAT'S TECHNICALLY FALLING APART. YOU KNOW, 

AND SO THERE'S A LOT OF WORK TO DO. SO, I HOPE YOU'LL BE ADVOCATING 

FOR THE CURRENT HOSPITAL THAT WE HAVE IN FRONT OF US, IN FRONT OF 

YOU, MORE SO THAN ADVOCATING FOR A NEW HOSPITAL. WELL, OF COURSE 

YOU CAN, BUT I HOPE THAT MAJORITY OF YOUR TIME IS SPENT WITH THE 

CURRENT HOSPITAL BECAUSE THAT'S NEEDED. DON'T YOU THINK I MEAN THE 

CURRENT HOSPITAL IS WHERE YOU'RE FOCUSING IN ALL?  

 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

OH, ABSOLUTELY. I WE WOULD I MEAN KNOW I LIKE TO LOOK TO THE FUTURE. 

BUT YOU KNOW, HOWEVER THE FUTURE LANDS WITH WHERE THE HOSPITAL IS 

LOCATED, THAT'S THAT'S WHERE WE'RE GOING TO BE FOCUSING ON. SO.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

OKAY. WHY DO YOU THINK YOU WERE APPOINTED IN THIS POSITION? WHY DO 

YOU THINK THE GOVERNOR REACHED OUT TO YOU TO ASK YOU TO SIT ON THIS 

BOARD?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WHEN I FIRST GOT HIRED AT THE BANK OF GUAM, I GOSH, I DON'T KNOW THAT I 

RUFFLED FEATHERS, BUT I RATTLED CAGES ENOUGH FOR HER TO KNOW WHO I 

WAS WITHIN THE FIRST PROBABLY COUPLE WEEKS. SIMPLY BECAUSE, YOU 

KNOW, WE WERE WORKING IN VERY MUCH THE SAME, YOU KNOW, SORT OF THE 

SAME SITUATION, RIGHT, WHERE THINGS WERE ALREADY PROCURED AND THEN 
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I HAD TO COME IN AND TRY TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO FIT THINGS, RIGHT? ONLY 

TO FIND OUT IT WAS A LITTLE BIT TOO MUCH AND WE DIDN'T REALLY NEED IT. 

AND SO, WE BACKED OFF AND WE DEVELOPED OUR OWN PROGRAM TO 

SUPPLEMENT IT. BUT I THINK IT WAS JUST MY EXPERIENCE WITH THE BANK 

AND THE WHAT THE GOVERNOR THE GOVERNOR'S EXPERIENCE OF ME WITH 

THE BANK AND WHAT I BROUGHT TO THE TABLE WAS HONESTLY WAS JUST 

QUESTIONING A LOT OF THE STATUS QUO AND ESSENTIALLY JUST GETTING 

EVERYBODY TO THINK DIFFERENTLY ABOUT THE WAY THINGS ARE WERE 

CURRENTLY RUNNING. IT'S LIKE WHY DO WE NEED TO DO IT THAT WAY? WHY 

CAN'T WE DO IT THIS WAY? OR IF THAT THING IS NOT WORKING AND IT'S NOT 

SERVING US, YOU KNOW, THEN LET'S CHANGE IT AND FIGURE OUT A WAY THAT, 

YOU KNOW, WHEN OUR AUDITORS COME THAT IT SATISFIES THEM AND IT 

SATISFIES ALL THOSE INVOLVED AND WE DON'T WANT TO, YOU KNOW, 

BELABOR OURSELVES BY FIGHTING OURSELVES. JUST SIMPLIFY IT, RIGHT? ONE 

OF THE THINGS I WANTED TO DO AND I DID WAS SIMPLIFY POLICY AND 

PROCEDURE. YOU KNOW, WHY DO YOU HAVE TO HAVE A 50-PAGE POLICY 

DOCUMENT WHEN YOU CAN ONLY JUST HAVE ONE PAGE AND THEN REFERENCE 

PROCEDURES FROM THAT POLICY, YOU KNOW, 

SIMPLIFYING THINGS.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

THIS POSITION IS A VERY CRITICAL POSITION. OF ALL THE BOARDS, YOU KNOW, 

YOU'RE DEALING WITH LIFE OR DEATH IN SITUATIONS. OF COURSE, AS A BOARD 

YOU HAVE A LOT OF POWER AT THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL DOWN TO, 

YOU KNOW, ACTUALLY ELIMINATING POSITIONS, APPROVING ABOVE STEP, YOU 

KNOW, HIRES, WHICH HAS BEEN VERY CONTROVERSIAL. PROCUREMENT, YOU 

TALKED ABOUT PROCUREMENT IN THAT LAST CONVERSATION WHEN YOU 

MENTIONED THAT. SO, ARE YOU VERY AWARE OF WHAT YOUR DUTIES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES ON THIS BOARD REALLY IS?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I'M NOT VERY AWARE. BUT YOU KNOW, I LIKE I SAID, I'VE MADE MY CAREER OF 

LEARNING THINGS VERY QUICKLY. AND I UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE 

RULES AND PROCUREMENT RULES AND THINGS LIKE THAT WITHIN THE 

GOVERNMENT THAT NEEDS TO BE NEED TO BE FOLLOWED. AND, I CERTAINLY 

WILL UPHOLD THAT. I WOULDN'T WANT TO OPERATE ANY OTHER WAY.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

ARE YOU WILLING TO TAKE THE PROCUREMENT MODULES TO UNDERSTAND 

PROCUREMENT?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 
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OKAY. WELL, I'M PRETTY SURE THEY'RE GOING TO TELL YOU HOW YOU CAN DO 

THAT, YOU KNOW, AND IT'LL BE VERY HELPFUL FOR YOU. SO THAT WHEN YOU 

DO MAKE DECISIONS ON BEHALF OF THE HOSPITAL THAT YOU MAKE THOSE 

DECISIONS KNOWING WHAT THE LAWS ARE, INSTEAD OF DOING IT. SO, TAKING 

PROCUREMENT MODULES ARE VERY HELPFUL. I MEAN, I DON'T HAVE TO TAKE 

IT, BUT I'M TAKING IT JUST SO THAT I UNDERSTAND IT AND THAT WHEN WE 

CREATE LEGISLATION THAT I KNOW WHAT I'M DOING AND NOT 

CIRCUMVENTING OR, YOU KNOW, DUPLICATING OR EVEN JUST BREAKING THE 

LAW, YOU KNOW, TO FIT MY AGENDA AND THAT'S REALLY IMPORTANT 

BECAUSE WE REALLY EYE THE BOARD. HAVE YOU READ ON THE WEBSITE THE 

MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS IN THE LAST WHAT YEAR? HAVE YOU BEEN ABLE 

TO GO BACK AND RETURN? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I HAVE NOT. I HAVE NOT TO BE HONEST. YEAH.  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

AND MAYBE THAT'S HOMEWORK NUMBER ONE. JUST TO FIND OUT WHAT'S BEEN 

GOING ON IN THE LAST YEAR, WHAT THE BOARD HAS BEEN DOING AND THE 

DECISIONS THEY'VE BEEN MAKING. SO, YOU KNOW THAT. DO YOU FEEL THAT 

PEOPLE SITTING ON THIS BOARD SINCE IT'S A SIX-YEAR TERM? DO YOU FEEL 

THAT THERE SHOULD BE A TERM LIMIT FOR THIS PARTICULAR BOARD SINCE IT 

IS SIX YEARS LONG? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I DON'T, YOU KNOW, IT DEPENDS, RIGHT? I MEAN, IF IT’S DOING WELL AND IT'S 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY JUSTLY. 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

NO, THE INDIVIDUAL I'M TALKING ABOUT SITTING ON THE BOARD. YEAH. I'M 

SORRY. I SHOULD HAVE. 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I DON'T KNOW. I DON'T HAVE AN OPINION HONESTLY ONE WAY OR ANOTHER, 

BUT AGAIN, IF THE PERSON IS SERVING THE COMMUNITY AND DOING IT WELL, 

AND OF COURSE WELL IS 

SUBJECTIVE, RIGHT? BUT YOU KNOW, I DON'T HAVE AN OPINION ONE WAY OR 

ANOTHER. 

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

WELL, I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO THAT AFTER A COUPLE YEARS SERVING ON 

THE BOARD TO SEE YOUR OPINION AFTER A WHILE BECAUSE IT'S GOING TO 

MAKE A LOT OF SENSE. YOU KNOW, I OVERSEE TECHNOLOGY AND I'M GLAD THE 

OVERSIGHT CHAIR WAS TALKING ABOUT CYBER SECURITY. I BELIEVE TODAY 

AROUND 2:30 WE'RE GOING TO BE HAVING A SIGNING CEREMONY OF THE AI 

TASK FORCE THAT HOPEFULLY IT COMES INTO LAW TODAY. HOPEFULLY, YOU 

KNOW, NOTHING CHANGES, KNOCK ON WOOD. AND IT'S A TASK FORCE IN 
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WHICH GMH IS GOING TO BE SITTING ON THAT ON THAT TASK FORCE AS WELL 

TO TALK ABOUT AI TECHNOLOGY AND ALONG WITH AI YOU HAVE CYBER 

SECURITY OF COURSE JUST TO PROTECT WHATEVER YOU PUT IN PLACE. SO, ONE 

OF THE THINGS I THINK THAT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO REALIZE IS THE POWER 

GENERATION THAT'S NEEDED AND YOU YOU AS A CYBER SECURITY GUY 

KNOWS THAT POWER IS INSTRUMENTAL ON ANYTHING THAT'S TECHNOLOGY 

AND TO HAVE THAT POWER BASE. SO, ANOTHER HOMEWORK WOULD BE TO 

MAKE SURE THAT GMH HAS THOSE ALL IN PLACE BACK UP TO THE BACKUP, 

YOU KNOW, BECAUSE YOU LOSE DATA. AND IF WE GO INTO AI TECHNOLOGY 

FOR THE HOSPITAL, WHICH IS ONLY HOPEFULLY GOING TO ENHANCE IT, YOU'RE 

GOING TO NEED THAT ENERGY GENERATION CONSTANT, YOU KNOW.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY. AND THERE ARE GOVERNANCE, YOU KNOW, THERE'S 

GOVERNANCE AROUND AI. IT'S NOT JUST THROWING AI INTO THE MIX AND YOU 

KNOW YOU'RE THERE IT GOES. YOU KNOW, YOU WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT 

THAT AI ENGINE ISN'T HALLUCINATING. IT'S NOT GIVING FALSE INFORMATION. 

IT'S LEARNING PROPERLY SO AS NOT TO DISCRIMINATE. THERE'S A WHOLE YOU 

KNOW SERIES OF SECURITY CONTROLS THAT NEED TO BE PUT INTO PLACE WITH 

AI AS WELL. SO, IT'S NOT JUST YOU KNOW THROW IT AND MAKE IT WORK, 

RIGHT?  

SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE 

WELL, I DEFINITELY WILL COME AND PICK YOUR BRAIN IF I HAVE ANY 

QUESTIONS ON THAT, ESPECIALLY THAT. SO, I ALSO OFFER THE SAME TO YOU 

THAT PLEASE FEEL FREE TO, YOU KNOW, KNOCK ON MY DOOR IF THERE'S 

ANYTHING THAT I CAN DO FOR YOU OR IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR ANY 

SHENANIGANS GOING ON THAT YOU WANT TO BRING UP AND KEEP 

CONFIDENTIAL, WE'LL BE HAPPY, YOU KNOW, TO BRING IT TO LIGHT. SO, WE 

KNOW THAT YOU'RE REALLY DOING THE BEST YOU CAN THERE AND THAT 

YOU'RE NOT TURNING A BLIND EYE ON CERTAIN THINGS AT THE AT THE GUAM 

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. A VERY VERY IMPORTANT POSITION AS A BOARD 

MEMBER AND I WISH YOU THE VERY BEST. HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO YOU AND YOU 

AND YOUR FRIENDS. THANK YOU. BYE-BYE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR TAITAGUE. SENATOR GUMATAOTAO.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

YES. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR. AND THANK YOU, MR. LIMTIACO, FOR 

WANTING TO SERVE. YOU HAVE OTHER THINGS YOU COULD BE DOING. AND 

YOU'RE CHOOSING TO SERVE. SO, KUDOS TO YOU. I JUST WANTED TO ONLY 

HAVE A COUPLE QUESTIONS. I ACTUALLY MORE OF A MAYBE JUST SEE IF YOU 

CAN PROVIDE SOME INSIGHT. I KNOW THAT THERE'S BEEN A LOT OF FOCUS 

TODAY ABOUT THE TECHNOLOGY AT GMH. YOUR ROLE IS NOT JUST GOING TO 
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BE TECHNOLOGY. THERE'S SO MANY OTHER THINGS THAT ARE GOING TO BE 

COMING YOUR WAY. WHEN YOU LOOK AT JUST THE SERVING ON THIS BOARD, 

WHAT DO YOU THINK IS GOING TO BE YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE GOING INTO 

THIS NEW ROLE? YOU HAVE IT'S A FULL COMPLIMENT AT SOME POINT WHEN 

YOU COME ON. WHAT'S GOING TO BE YOUR BIGGEST CHALLENGE? YOU THINK. 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ENSURING THAT IT'S THE INFRASTRUCTURE IS SOUND, NOT JUST TECHNOLOGY, 

RIGHT? BECAUSE TECHNOLOGY WE NEED NETWORK, WE NEED POWER, WE 

NEED REDUNDANCY. THAT'S GOING TO BE THE CHALLENGE, RIGHT? JUST TO 

MAKE SURE THAT. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

I NOTICE YOU DIDN'T SAY WATER SOMEWHERE THERE.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL, I'M SORRY, DIDN'T I NOT SAY WATER? WATER. WELL, YOU DON'T WANT 

WATER ON COMPUTERS, BUT YEAH, WATER WORKS. BUT YEAH, ABSOLUTELY. 

IT'S JUST ENSURING THAT THE INFRASTRUCTURE IS 

UP TO SNUFF IN IN IN SUCH A WAY WHERE WHEN ANOTHER MIR HITS THAT THE 

CONTINUITY OF CARE IS ENSURED FOR THE PATIENTS. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

ALSO WORKING WITH MEMBERS OF A BOARD. I KNOW THAT YOU CURRENTLY 

DO SOME IN YOUR OTHER LIFE WHEN YOU'RE NOT AT BANK OF GUAM, YOU 

HAVE OTHER THINGS YOU DO. YOU CONTINUE TO GIVE BACK TO YOUR 

COMMUNITY. SO, WILL YOU BE TAKING SOME OF THOSE CALL THEM 

GOVERNANCE MODELS OR GOVERNANCE TYPES OF MAYBE I GUESS 

MOTIVATIONS TO BRING IT TO THIS PARTICULAR BOARD?  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

ABSOLUTELY. I THINK, YOU KNOW, I NEED TO SERVE THIS BOARD IN THE 

CAPACITY THAT I'M NOT GOING TO I'M NOT GOING TO EXTEND MYSELF OUTSIDE 

OF WHO I AM, RIGHT? AND IF I'LL JUST SERVE THE BOARD WITH ALL THE 

INTEGRITY THAT I'VE SERVED OTHER BOARDS WITH, YOU KNOW, SERVING 

THE COMMUNITY. I DON'T WANT TO BE I DON'T WANT TO BE SOMEBODY THAT 

I'M NOT BECAUSE THAT'S NOT WHAT I DO. BUT CERTAINLY I WILL BRING TO 

BEAR MY SKILLS, MY ABILITIES, AND MY INTEGRITY TO SERVE THIS BOARD FOR 

SURE.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

AND MR. LIMTIACO,  I'M GOING TO GO BACK TO THE IT SIDE OF THE HOUSE 

BECAUSE I THINK THAT WHEN WE LOOK AT AND WE JUST CAME OFF OF ALL 

THESE HEARINGS, PUTTING RESOURCES IN, AND ONE OF THE COMMENTS I MADE 

ON THE WAY OUT THE DOOR WAS DON'T LET US DOWN. MAKE SURE THAT YOU 

GUYS PULL THIS OFF. GET MAKE SURE IT GETS DONE. BUT AS I LOOK AT THE IT 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND EVEN FROM YOURSELF AND AND YOU MENTIONED IT 
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EARLIER WHEN YOU WERE WHEN YOU FIRST CAME TO THE BANK OF GUAM, 

THERE IS THIS DESIRE TO SEE A YOU KNOW THE CADILLAC OF IT SYSTEMS AND 

I'VE SEEN IT THROUGHOUT MY GOVERNMENT SERVICE AND NOW THREE 

BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT. THERE'S A WANT TO GO BIG, BUT REALLY 

SOMETIMES GOING BIG DOES NOT ALWAYS EQUAL EFFECTIVENESS IN THE 

DELIVERY OF PUBLIC SERVICE. WOULD YOU AGREE TO THAT?  

 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I ABSOLUTELY AGREE WITH THAT. THERE'S YOU KNOW JUST BECAUSE IT'S A 

FERRARI THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT THAT YOU KNOW THAT'S SOMETHING 

THAT NEEDS IF YOU JUST NEED A TERCEL TO DRIVE DOWN THE ROAD THAT'S 

ALL YOU NEED RIGHT BUT YOU KNOW KEEPING IN MIND CYBER SECURITY I 

DON'T EVER WANT CYBER SECURITY TO BE AN AFTERTHOUGHT IT ALWAYS HAS 

TO COME TO BEAR WITH IMPLEMENTING ANY IT SYSTEM MOVING FORWARD 

RIGHT IT'S IT USED TO BE THAT CYBER SECURITY WAS AN AFTERTHOUGHT, BUT 

WE NEED TO ENSURE FOR CYBER SECURITY AS WE IMPLEMENT IT SYSTEMS 

THROUGHOUT NETWORKING COMPUTERS THINGS OF THAT NATURE. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

BUT EVEN AT THAT EVEN IF YOU HAVE THE CYBER SECURITY IN PLACE THEY 

DON'T EVEN HAVE THE BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE WE'RE TALKING KEYBOARDS 

AND MONITORS I MEAN WE'RE TALKING ABOUT WHAT'S ON THE OTHER SIDE OF 

THE WIRE NOT WHAT'S LITERALLY IN FRONT OF THE END USER RIGHT? 

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

WELL ONE OF THE THINGS THAT I'M A FIRM BELIEVER IN IS REFRESHING 

EQUIPMENT AND NOT WAITING TILL IT'S ON ITS LAST LEG AND THE KEYBOARD 

IS HAS KEYS FALLING OFF OF IT AND YOU KNOW YOU HAVE TO GET A PEN TO 

PUSH THE KEY TO MAKE THE LETTER A, WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE'S 

REFRESH CYCLES FOR ALL EQUIPMENT, NOT ONLY JUST THE COMPUTERS BUT 

JUST THE NETWORKING EQUIPMENT, THE HARD DRIVES, ALL OF THAT STUFF 

SHOULD THE HOSPITAL DECIDE TO HOST EVERYTHING ELSE.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO  

BUT EVEN PROBABLY AS IMPORTANT TO THAT, THE DEFIBRILLATORS, ALL OF 

THE OTHER LIFE SAVING 

TYPES OF INFORMATION, LIFE-SAVING EQUIPMENT, BECAUSE AT SOME POINT 

TECHNOLOGY WISE, IT'S GOING TO MERGE. AND I THINK THAT OBVIOUSLY YOU 

CAN'T OVERLOOK THAT. AND, LISTEN, I DO 

SUPPORT YOUR NOMINATION TO THIS BOARD. I KNOW THAT I HAVE FIVE NOTRE 

DAME, FOUR NOTRE DAME ALUMNI, ONE STUDENT. I THINK ONE OF THEM SAYS 

MR. LIMTIACO IS A GOOD GUY. I'VE TALKED TO THE THE VOLLEYBALL 

FEDERATION. THEY'VE AGREED THAT YOU'RE I MEAN IN TERMS OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE THAT YOU STEPPING FORWARD IS A REALLY BIG DEAL NOT ONLY FOR 
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YOUR FAMILY BUT FOR THIS COMMUNITY. SO AGAIN, I DO SUPPORT YOUR 

NOMINATION AND THANK YOU MADAM CHAIR FOR THE TIME THIS MORNING.  

MATTHEW LIMTIACO 

I APPRECIATE IT. THANK YOU. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR GUMATAOTAO, AND THANK YOU MATT FOR STEPPING UP 

AND ACCEPTING THIS NOMINATION. THERE'S A LOT OF CHANGES THAT ARE 

GOING ON AT THE GUAM MEMORIAL HOSPITAL. YOU SEE IT FROM THE OUTSIDE 

AND NOW WITH YOU THERE HELPING TO WORK TOWARD MAKING THE 

CHANGES ON THE INSIDE AT GMH. I THINK SOME OF MY COLLEAGUES 

MENTIONED IT EARLIER THAT THERE ARE SO MANY THINGS THAT ARE 

HAPPENING WITH IT. THEY HAVE A CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN THAT WAS 

SUBMITTED TO HHS. I HOPE THAT YOU CAN TAKE A LOOK AT THAT. THE RIFF 

RESOLUTION, THE REDUCTION IN FORCE AND THEIR EFFORTS TO OUTSOURCE 

MANY DIFFERENT THINGS SUCH AS HOUSEKEEPING SECURITY ISSUES LIKE 

THAT. SO AGAIN, I REALLY APPRECIATE YOU FOR STEPPING FORWARD AND I 

LOOK FORWARD TO VOTING IN FAVOR OF YOUR CONFIRMATION. WE'RE GOING 

TO WRAP UP THE COMMITTEE REPORT AND HOPEFULLY GET IT ON TO JANUARY 

SESSION AGENDA. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME. THANKS JASON AND THANKS 

CHARLIE FOR COMING TO TESTIFY. 

 

BILL 169-38 

 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

WE ARE NOW GOING TO MOVE ON TO THE HEARING FOR BILL NUMBER 169-38 

COR. THIS WAS INTRODUCED BY SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE. BEFORE WE GET 

TO HER OPENING REMARKS, IF THERE'S ANYONE HERE THAT WISHES TO TESTIFY 

ON THIS LEGISLATION, PLEASE COME HAVE A SEAT AT 

THE TABLE. AND BEFORE WE GET TO HEARING FROM THE PUBLIC, SENATOR 

TERLAJE, YOU MAY OPEN. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE. MADAM CHAIR, THANK YOU ALL FOR BEING HERE TODAY 

REGARDING BILL 169. 

BILL 169 IS AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3 TITLE 10 GUAM CODE 

ANNOTATED 

RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS AN 

AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. 

I WANT TO THANK MY CO-SPONSORS SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, SABINA 

FLORES PEREZ, CHRIS BARNETT, TELO TAITAGUE, JOE SAN AUGUSTINE AND 

FRANK BLAS JR. SPEAKER AND THIS BILL COMES ON THE HEELS OF OUR LAST 

ATTEMPT WHICH WAS IN THE 37TH THAT WAS BILL 209-37 
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WHICH SOUGHT SIMILARLY TO CHANGE THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS TO A GOVERNING BOARD AS WELL AS TO ADD 

ADDITIONAL DUTIES OF THE BOARD. FORMER MAYOR SAVARES WAS A CHAIR 

OF THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS BOARD AT THAT TIME AND I THINK 

SHE'S STILL THE CURRENT CHAIR AND OTHERS SOME OF THEM HERE TODAY 

ALSO TESTIFIED ON THAT BILL IN HOPES OF DELINEATING THE DUTIES 

BETWEEN THE CEO AND THE BOARD AND TO ADDRESS OTHER PARTS OF THE 

LAW ON GUAM THAT ARE NON-COMPLIANT WITH HERSA WHICH WE NICKNAME 

HERSA THE REGULATIONS AND HERS IS WHERE THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS GET THEIR FUNDING A LOT OF THE FUNDING BUT THE BILL WAS 

SUBSEQUENTLY VETOED IT DIDN'T GO FARTHER ENOUGH I THINK I'M GOING TO 

SUMMARIZE REGARDING THE DUTIES OR THE SELECTION OF THE BOARD 

MEMBERS AT THAT TIME WE HAD PUT IN THE BILL THAT IT WOULD COMPLY 

WITH AN INTER AGREEMENT THAT HAD BEEN MADE BETWEEN PUBLIC HEALTH 

AND THE BOARD. BUT SO THIS BILL NOW IS MAKING SIGNIFICANT CHANGES 

REALLY AGAIN PUSHING FOR AUTONOMY FOR THIS COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS AND MAKING VERY CLEAR THAT THEY'RE GOING TO COMPLY WITH 

HERSA REQUIREMENTS AS TO BOARD SELECTION. THEY'RE GOING TO MAKE 

RULES AND REGULATIONS THAT MUST COMPLY WITH HERSA REQUIREMENTS 

AT ALL TIMES. SO, THEY CAN BE FLEXIBLE IN THAT REGARD. THEY'RE ALSO 

GOING TO BE ABLE TO MEET ANY DEFICIENCIES THAT THEY MIGHT HAVE IN 

THEIR RELATION WITH HERSA SO THAT THEY CAN QUALIFY AND CONTINUE TO 

QUALIFY FOR FUNDING. AGAIN, THESE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS RIGHT 

NOW WE HAVE ONE IN THE NORTH, ONE IN THE SOUTH AND THEY ARE 

SUPPOSED TO 

BRING THESE SERVICES, PHYSICIANS, LABS, PHARMACIES TO THE COMMUNITIES 

AND THE MORE WE CAN DO THIS I FEEL LIKE THE BETTER AND I THINK THAT 

WAS THE GOAL NATIONWIDE. SO SPECIFICALLY 

THE BILL MANDATES THE TRANSITION OF THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS 

PROGRAM UNDER PUBLIC HEALTH TO AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. IT AMENDS 

THE VARIOUS RESPONSIBILITIES TO ENSURE THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS BOARD HAS SPECIFIC RESPONSIBILITY FOR OVERSIGHT OF THE 

HEALTH CENTER PROGRAM PROJECT AS REQUIRED IN CHAPTER 19 OF HERSA'S 

HEALTH CENTER PROGRAM COMPLIANCE MANUAL. IT REMOVES 

APPOINTMENTS OF BOARD MEMBERS WHICH ARE CURRENTLY APPOINTED BY 

THE GOVERNOR AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY AND REQUIRES THE 

BOARD BYLAWS TO PRESCRIBE THE PROCESS FOR SELECTION AND REMOVAL OF 

ALL GOVERNING MEMBERS AS STATED IN CHAPTER 20 OF HERSA. SOME OF 

THESE HERSA REQUIREMENTS REQUIRE THAT USERS OF THE HEALTH CENTERS 

ARE BOARD MEMBERS AND DIFFERENT THINGS LIKE THAT. CHANGES THE 

CURRENT ADVISORY COUNCIL TO A GOVERNING BOARD IN ORDER TO 
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RESPONSIBLY TRANSITION IN BEING A GOVERNING BOARD. IT ALLOWS THEM 

THE AUTONOMY TO SELECT PERSONNEL. AND THIS WAS A BIG THING. THIS IS 

ACTUALLY HOW THIS BILL BEGAN YEARS AGO WAS BECAUSE ONE OF THE 

DIRECTORS HAD KIND OF FIRED THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER CEO OR 

PHYSICIAN AND THEY'RE VERY HARD TO COME BY THESE EMPLOYEES. IN 

ORDER TO RESPONSIBLY TRANSITION THIS THIS COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

INTO AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. THIS BILL ADDS A TRANSITION PERIOD. IT 

INCLUDES A THREE-YEAR PERIOD WHERE THE NEWLY FORMED GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS SHALL WORK TOWARDS ADMINISTRATIVE AND 

OPERATIONAL INDEPENDENCE. DURING THIS PERIOD, THE DEPARTMENT OF 

ADMINISTRATION SHALL PROVIDE INTERIM TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR THE 

ACCOUNTING OF THE FUNDS AND THE HIRING OF THE PERSONNEL WILL STILL 

BE TRANSITIONED, BUT THEY HAVE TO HAVE CHARGE OF THAT. SO, IT'S GOING 

TO BE BY BOARD DECISION. THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS MAY 

ALSO REQUEST THAT THE TRANSITION PERIOD BE EXTENDED FOR ONE YEAR AT 

A TIME, NOT TO EXCEED AN ADDITIONAL THREE YEARS FOR A GRANT TOTAL OF 

SIX MAXIMUM YEARS FOR THIS TRANSITION. YEAH, HOPE IT'S BEEN VERY HARD 

I KNOW FOR THE GOVERNMENTWIDE TO HIRE ITS OWN ACCOUNTANTS IN THESE 

DIFFERENT AGENCIES AND OTHER PERSONNEL. SO, THIS IS PART OF THE 

REASONING BEHIND THIS TRANSITION PERIOD BECAUSE WE WANT YOU TO BE 

CONFIDENT THAT YOU'RE ABLE TO HIRE THE PERSONNEL THAT YOU NEED AND 

AS SOON AS YOU ARE YOU IT'S KIND OF AT THE BOARD'S PACE TO TRANSITION 

AND I KIND OF THINK IT'S GOING TO BE A LOT BASED ON HIRING RIGHT WHAT 

YOU'RE ABLE TO HIRE INHOUSE TO BE ABLE TO MOVE FORWARD 

INDEPENDENTLY AND THE FISCAL NOTE FROM BBMR SAID THAT TRANSITION 

TO FULL AUTONOMY WILL ALLOW THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS 

TO RESPOND FASTER TO COMMUNITY HEALTH NEEDS, FULLY MEET HERSA 

FQHC REQUIREMENTS, EXPAND SERVICES SUCH AS AFTER HOURS URGENT 

CARE, AND STREAMLINE THE HIRING PROCESS OF MUCH NEEDED MEDICAL 

PROFESSIONAL AND SUPPORT STAFF TO FILL CURRENT VACANCIES. AGAIN. SO, I 

HOPE TO GET MY COLLEAGUE’S SUPPORT AND I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 

TESTIMONY TODAY AND THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR TERLAJE. WE WILL NOW ACCEPT PUBLIC TESTIMONY 

AND WE WILL 

START TO MY RIGHT. PLEASE INTRODUCE YOURSELF AND WHAT 

ORGANIZATION YOU ARE REPRESENTING AND SPEAK CLOSELY INTO THE 

MICROPHONE. THANK YOU.  

KAI AKIMOTO 

HAFA ADAI SENATORS, MY NAME IS KAI AKIMOTO. 
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WORKING WITH THE CHALAN AMTE ORGANIZATION. BUT IF IT'S ACCEPTABLE 

TO THE COMMUNITY, I WOULD LIKE TO INVITE 

DIRECTOR ARRIOLA TO PROVIDE HER TESTIMONY BEFORE HOURS IF THAT'S 

APPROPRIATE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

DIRECTOR ARRIOLA. 

DPHSS 

THANK YOU SO MUCH, KAI. SUCH GENTLEMEN, LOVE IT. HAFA ADAI, 

CHAIRWOMAN SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, COMMITTEE ON THE HEALTH ON 

HEALTH OF THE 38TH GUAM LEGISLATURE AND MEMBERS OF THE 38TH GUAM 

LEGISLATURE. MY NAME IS DPHSS, THE DIRECTOR OF GUAM PUBLIC HEALTH 

AND SOCIAL SERVICES. STILL A VERY LONG AND SOMETIMES I HAVE TO THINK 

OF THE NAME AND MAKE SURE I DON'T MISS IT. GUAM PUBLIC HEALTH AND 

SOCIAL SERVICES, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES. 

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY IN FULL SUPPORT 

OF BILL 169, AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3, TITLE 10 GUAM CODE 

ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY AUTHORED BY SENATOR THERESE 

TERLAJE. CURRENTLY, THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER OR GCHC IS 

PART OF THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

UNDER THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH. THE GCHC ARE A VITAL PART OF OUR 

ISLAND'S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM, SERVING MORE THAN 8,500 UNDUPLICATED 

PATIENTS EACH YEAR AND NEARLY 2,000 ENCOUNTERS EACH MONTH. THESE 

ARE FAMILIES, SENIORS, MIGRANTS, UNINSURED INDIVIDUALS, PREGNANT 

WOMEN, AND PEOPLE LIVING WITH CHRONIC DISEASES WHO RELY ON THE CHC 

NOT ONLY FOR TREATMENT WHEN THEY ARE SICK, BUT ALSO FOR LONG-TERM 

PREVENTIVE CARE. THE CHC IS A MEDICAL HOME FOR THOUSANDS, AND IT 

PLAYS A CENTRAL ROLE IN STABILIZING GUAM'S OVERALL HEALTH SYSTEM. 

BILL 169 PROPOSES TO MAKE THE CHC SEMIAUTONOMOUS. I WANT TO CLEARLY 

STATE CLEARLY THAT DPHS SUPPORTS THIS DIRECTION. CURRENTLY, THE 

GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC IS IN THE LAST REMAINING 5% OF ALL 

FQHC'S THAT ARE NOT INDEPENDENT ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. THAT IS A 

PERCENTAGE THAT WE DON'T REALLY WANT TO CLAIM. WE WANT TO MOVE 

TOWARDS AUTONOMOUS LIKE ALL THE OTHER CHC'S IN THE UNITED STATES. 

AUTONOMY OFFERS LONG-TERM BENEFITS, MORE FLEXIBILITY IN DECISION 

MAKING, THE ABILITY TO RECRUIT COMPETITIVELY, FEWER ADMINISTRATIVE 

DELAYS, AND A STRUCTURE THAT IS MORE ALIGNED WITH HOW COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS OPERATE ACROSS THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, 

AUTONOMY IS NOT A SIMPLE ORGANIZATIONAL SHIFT. IT IS THE CREATION OF A 

NEW ENTITY WITH ITS OWN ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEMS, REGULATORY 

FRAMEWORKS, OPERATIONAL STRUCTURES, STAFFING CAPACITY, AND 
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FINANCIAL INDEPENDENCE. IF WE MOVE TOO QUICKLY, WE RISK DISRUPTING 

SERVICES THAT OUR COMMUNITY RELIES ON EVERY SINGLE DAY TODAY. A 

RESPONSIBLE TRANSITION REQUIRES A PHASED AND STRATEGIC APPROACH 

OVER THE NEXT THREE TO FOUR YEARS. THIS INCLUDES A FULL FINANCIAL 

READINESS ASSESSMENT, WORKFORCE MODELING, PAYSCALE DEVELOPMENT, 

LEGAL AND REGULATORY MAPPING, IT AND CYBER SECURITY PLANNING, EHR 

TRANSITION WORK AND CLEAR DECISIONS ABOUT FACILITY OWNERSHIP, 

MAINTENANCE, UTILITIES AND SECURITY. AUTONOMY MEANS THAT THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC WILL NEED TO HANDLE ITS OWN HUMAN 

RESOURCES, PROCUREMENT, FINANCE, COMPLIANCE, AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

STRUCTURES. ALL OF WHICH ARE CURRENTLY SUPPORTED BY THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES. THESE FUNCTIONS 

ARE NOT MINOR. THEY ARE THE BACKBONE OF THE DAY-TO-DAY OPERATIONS 

OF THE CLINIC. KINDLY ALLOW ME TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND THANK THE 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS THAT HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

HEALTH CENTERS SUCCESS. THESE INCLUDE ONE THE IMMUNIZATION 

PROGRAM WHICH HAS PROVIDED FIVE NURSES TO SUPPORT THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES. THE BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE 

DISEASE CONTROL OR BNCD WHICH SUPPORTS THE CHC BY PREPARING THE 

INITIAL ROLLOUT OF THE MOBILE CLINIC SUPPLYING TWO LAPTOPS COMPLETE 

SETS OF PPES AND FUEL FOR THE OPERATION OF THE MOBILE CLINIC THAT 

SUPPORT AND CONTINUES TODAY. THEY ALSO PROVIDE STAFFING FOR THE TV 

PROGRAM NURSING PROGRAM OVER A SIX-MONTH PERIOD WHICH BNCDS 

COVERING LABOR AND FRINGE COSTS. THE BNCD ALSO DEVELOPED TWO RADIO 

AND TV COMMERCIALS FOR THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC DURING 

THE LIBERATION PARADE, ONE OF THE LARGEST PUBLIC EVENTS THAT IS SEEN 

AND ALSO THE 2024 NATIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS WEEK. ANOTHER 

PROGRAM THAT SUPPORTS THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC IS THE 

PREVENTION HEALTH AND HEALTH SERVICES PROGRAM WHICH PROVIDED 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIAL ON CHOLESTEROL, HYPERTENSION, DIABETES, AND 

CHRONIC PAIN. AND LAST, BUT DEFINITELY NOT LEAST, THE TP PROGRAM THAT 

SUPPORTS THE CHC, WHICH SHARES THEIR MOBILE X-RAY MACHINE AND 

RADIOLOGY TECHNICIAN WITH THE HEALTH CENTERS. WE MUST ALSO TAKE 

INTO CONSIDERATION THE REALITY OF THE CURRENT FUNDING ENVIRONMENT. 

THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC RELIES ON SEVERAL FEDERAL 

REVENUE STREAMS. IT'S HERSA GRANT, THE 340B PHARMACY PROGRAM 

SAVINGS, AND MEDICAID REIMBURSEMENTS, ALL OF WHICH ARE FACING 

SIGNIFICANT CHANGES. THESE ARE MAJOR 340B RULE CHANGES BEGINNING 

JANUARY 1ST. MEDICAID REFORMS ARE ANTICIPATED IN 2026 

AND HERSA IS PREPARING TO MODIFY COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS WHICH 

WILL LIKELY INCREASE REPORTING AND AUDIT DEMANDS. AS A TERRITORY, 
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GUAM CONTINUES TO EXPERIENCE CHALLENGES IN ASSESSING ACCESSING 

CERTAIN FEDERAL COMPETITIVE GRANTS. AN EXAMPLE IS THE RECENT $50 

BILLION RURAL HEALTH TRANSFORMATION GRANT THAT DID NOT INCLUDE 

THE TERRITORIES. IF THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER BECOMES 

AUTONOMOUS, IT WILL NEED TO HAVE ITS OWN EIN NUMBER AND HERSA WILL 

CONSIDER IT A NEW APPLICANT. THAT MEANS WE MUST TIME THIS TRANSITION 

CAREFULLY TO AVOID ANY DISRUPTION IN FEDERAL FUNDING. WORKFORCE 

READINESS IS ANOTHER MAJOR CONCERN. GUAM ALREADY FACES A SHORTAGE 

OF PHYSICIANS, NURSES, MIDWIVES, AND BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 

PROFESSIONALS. AUTONOMY WILL NOT FIX THIS UNLESS THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER ALSO ESTABLISHES COMPETITIVE PAY SCALES, 

SUSTAINABLE RECRUITMENT STRATEGIES, TRAINING PIPELINES, AND CLEAR 

RETENTION PLANS. AT THE SAME TIME, QUESTIONS ABOUT INFRASTRUCTURE 

MUST BE RESOLVED EARLY. WHO WILL OWN THE BUILDINGS? HOW WILL 

UTILITIES, SECURITY, MAINTENANCE, AND FACILITY OPERATION BE HANDLED? 

WHAT RESOURCES WILL TRANSFER FROM PUBLIC HEALTH AND WHAT WILL 

NEED TO BE REBUILT FROM SCRATCH FOR THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER. 

THESE DETAILS MATTER BECAUSE ANY MISSTEP WILL DIRECTLY AFFECT 

PATIENT CARE. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER CURRENTLY BENEFITS FROM BEING PART OF 

PUBLIC HEALTH, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH, PROCUREMENT 

SUPPORT, HR, PAYROLL PROCESSING, ACCOUNTING FUNCTIONS, SHARED 

UTILITIES AND SECURITY, AND EMERGENCY COORDINATION DURING 

TYPHOONS ALL HELP STABILIZE DAILY OPERATIONS. ONCE THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC BECOMES AUTONOMOUS, IT WILL NEED TO 

REPLACE THESE SUPPORTS INDEPENDENTLY AND THAT TRANSITION MUST BE 

PLANNED AND FUNDED. WHILE AUTONOMY IS BEING ELEVATED AND 

PREPARED, I STRONGLY RECOMMEND THAT BILL 169 INCLUDE PROTECTION FOR 

THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER PROGRAM INCOME. PROGRAM 

INCOME IS GENERATED BY THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC THROUGH 

PATIENT VISITS, PHARMACY OPERATIONS, AND OTHER 

SERVICES. THESE FUNDS ARE ESSENTIAL FOR MEETING HERSA REQUIREMENTS, 

SUPPORTING STAFFING, PURCHASING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES, FUNDING 

OUTREACH, AND ENSURING CONTINUITY OF CARE TO PROTECT THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC DURING THIS TRANSITION PERIOD. THE BILL 

SHOULD CLEARLY STATE THAT PROGRAM INCOME CANNOT BE REDIRECTED, 

REPROGRAMMED, OR USED FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER THAN THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC OPERATIONS. WITHOUT THIS SAFEGUARD, THE 

GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC WILL NOT HAVE THE FINANCIAL STABILITY 

NEEDED TO PLAN FOR AUTONOMY. THERE ARE IMPORTANT STEPS WE CAN TAKE 

NOW. A FORMAL ASSESSMENT AND TRANSITION ROADMAP SHOULD BEGIN 
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IMMEDIATELY. THE FORMAL TRANSITION PERIOD WILL BEGIN IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER ENACTMENT OF THIS BILL INTO LAW. THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY EXTEND THE TRANSITION PERIOD AS LONG 

AS NECESSARY AT THE BOARD'S DISCRETION. LOCAL FUNDING SUPPORT WILL 

BE ESSENTIAL TO BUILD ADMINISTRATIVE CAPACITY AND PROVIDE A BUFFER 

AGAINST FEDERAL UNCERTAINTIES. STRENGTHENING WORKFORCE PIPELINES, 

INCLUDING RECRUITMENT INCENTIVES AND TRAINING PARTNERSHIPS, IS 

CRITICAL. SYSTEM MODERNIZATION PARTICULARLY WITH THEIR EHR 

TRANSITION MUST STAY ON TRACK AS THESE SYSTEMS WILL FORM THE 

FOUNDATION OF FUTURE INDEPENDENT AGENCY. ADDITIONALLY, A JOINT 

TRANSITION TASK FORCE INVOLVING THE LEGISLATURE, THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES, THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CLINIC LEADERSHIP, BBMR, DOA, AND THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE 

WOULD HELP ENSURE TRANSPARENCY AND COORDINATED DECISION MAKING. 

AS YOU CONSIDER THIS BILL, I ASK THAT YOU KEEP THE HUMAN IMPACT AT 

THE CENTER OF THE DISCUSSION. THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC IS 

WHERE A MOTHER BRINGS HER CHILD FOR IMMUNIZATION. IT IS WHERE OUR 

ELDERLY MANAGE DIABETES AND HYPERTENSION. IT IS WHERE MIGRANTS AND 

UNDERSERVED FAMILIES FIND A MEDICAL HOME. IT REDUCES THE STRAIN ON 

GMH, SUPPORTS OUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE SERVICE SYSTEM, AND 

STRENGTHENS THE ISLAND'S RESILIENCE. IF THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CLINIC STUMBLES DURING THIS TRANSITION, THE ENTIRE HEALTH SYSTEM 

WILL FEEL THE CONSEQUENCE. AUTONOMY MAY VERY WELL BE THE RIGHT 

LONG-TERM DECISION, BUT IT MUST BE DONE RESPONSIBLY, STRATEGICALLY, 

AND WITH THE RESOURCES REQUIRED TO SUCCEED. I ASK FOR YOUR 

PARTNERSHIP IN SUPPORTING A RESPONSIBLE TRANSITION. ONE THAT 

PROTECTS PROGRAM INCOME, SECURES LOCAL FUNDING, STRENGTHENS THE 

WORKFORCE, AND ENSURES CONTINUITY OF CARE. OUR COMMUNITY DEPENDS 

ON THE STRENGTH OF ITS HEALTH CENTERS. AND I AM COMMITTED TO 

WORKING WITH YOU TO ENSURE THAT WHEN AUTONOMY DOES HAPPEN, IT IS 

DONE IN A WAY THAT PROTECTS PATIENTS AND STRENGTHENS GUAM'S HEALTH 

SYSTEM FOR THE FUTURE. THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND FOR THE 

CONTINUED COMMITMENT TO THE HEALTH OF OUR ISLAND. THANK YOU.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DIRECTOR ARRIOLA. MAYOR SAVARES. 

MELISSA SAVARES 

GOOD MORNING, MADAME CHAIR, SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, 

SENATOR 

THERESE TERLAJE, SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT, SENATOR TELO TAITAGUE, AND 

SENATOR VINCE 
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BORJA. MY NAME IS MELISSA SAVARES, BOARD CHAIR FOR THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS. I ALONG WITH FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS ARE 

IN SUPPORT OF BILL NUMBER 169-38, AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 

3, TITLE 10 OF GUAM CODE, ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS ARE LOCATED AT NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN 

HEALTH CENTERS WHICH IS DEDODO AND INALAHAN AND PROVIDES PRIMARY 

HEALTH CARE SERVICES FOR ALL RESIDENTS OF GUAM. THE COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS IS FUNDED THROUGH PROGRAM INCOME AND HERSA HEALTH 

RESOURCES SERVICES AND SERVICE ADMINISTRATION GRANTS. THE GUAM 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER IS A RECOGNIZED FQC FEDERALLY QUALIFIED 

HOME CENTER ON GUAM. THIS ACT WILL ENABLE THE GHC'S TO BE AN 

AUTONOMOUS AGENCY WITHIN THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM. THE GHC'S WILL 

HAVE THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER SELECTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

AND THE CEO WILL BE THE ONLY CLASSIFIED STAFF UNDER THE DIRECT 

SUPERVISION OF THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS. THE GCHC CEO WILL ADHERE TO ALL FEDERAL PROGRAMS 

REQUIRED BASED ON HERSA RULES AND REGULATIONS BASED ON UPDATED 

GUIDELINES. THE GCHC STAFF WILL REMAIN CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES OF THE 

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM AND FALL UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF THE 

CEO. UPON IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS ACT, IT IS IMPORTANT THAT A CHIEF 

FINANCIAL OFFICER BE HIRED TO DEVELOP, IMPLEMENT, AND COORDINATE THE 

GHC FINANCIAL POLICIES, FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, INTERNAL AUDITS, 

BILLING AND COLLECTIONS, AND ALL OTHER FINANCIAL TASK NECESSARY TO 

ENSURE THE STABILITY AND RESPONSIBILITIES AS PER HERSA GUIDELINES. THE 

GUAM CHC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MAY ENTER INTO A CO-APPLICANT 

AGREEMENT WITH ANOTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY IN THE TO MEET THE 

HEALTH CARE REQUIREMENTS BASED ON SERVICES NEEDED FOR OUR 

PATIENTS. CURRENTLY, THE GCHC HAS A CO-APPLICANT AGREEMENT WITH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES. THIS GCHC AND 

DPHSS IS ONE OF 5% AS DIRECTOR ARRIOLA MENTIONED 5% OF HEALTH 

CENTERS IN THE UNITED STATES THAT STILL HAS A CO-APPLICANT 

AGREEMENT. THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS BOARD WOULD LIKE 

TO KEEP THE TAX GARNISHMENT FOR PATIENTS WHO HAVE UNCOLLECTED 

DEBTS AT THE CHC. ONCE THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM IS AT THE GUAM CHC'S 

ESTABLISHED IS A CURRENT LIST OF DEBTS OWED. WE WILL CREATE A 

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TAXATION. THIS ACT WILL ALSO 

ALLOW FOR THE PROCESS OF AUTONOMY TO BEGIN WITH FOR THE THREE 

YEARS. AN EXTENSION OF AN ADDITIONAL 3 YEARS WILL BE ALLOWED WITH 

NO MORE THAN A TOTAL OF 9 YEARS. THIS ACT WILL ALLOW FOR THE 
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DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF OUR FINANCIAL SYSTEM, 

ACCOUNTING, PAYROLL, INTERNAL FISCAL AND PROCUREMENT CONTROL. 

OTHER TASKS THAT WILL BE INCLUDED ARE HUMAN RESOURCES, 

CONTRACTUAL SERVICES, AND OTHER RELATED SERVICES BASED ON THE 

NEEDS OF THE GCHC. CURRENTLY, THE GCHC DOES NOT RECEIVE DIRECT 

GOVERNMENT ALLOTMENT ASIDE FROM WHAT IS GIVEN TO US THROUGH THE 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH BUDGET. THROUGH THEIR SERVICES, THE 

GCHC HAVE BEEN SELF- SUSTAINING THROUGH PROGRAM INCOME AND 

FEDERAL GRANTS. I ALONG WITH MY FELLOW BOARD MEMBERS THANK YOU 

FOR YOUR TIME AND THANK ALL OF YOU FOR LISTENING TO OUR CONCERNS 

AND WE WISH YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS. THANK YOU. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU MAYOR. WE WILL NOW GO TO MR. AKIMOTO OR CHALAN AMTE. 

MASON CALDWELL 

HI, GOOD MORNING SENATOR AND ESTEEMED COMMITTEE. MY NAME IS MASON 

CALDWELL. I WAS SPEAKING ON BEHALF OF CHALAN AMTE. WE ARE HONORED 

TO PROVIDE TESTIMONY ON THIS IN SUPPORT OF BILL 169-38. WE ARE A GROUP 

OF OVER 30 MEDICAL TRAINEES PASSIONATE ABOUT DEVELOPING OUR 

PHYSICIAN WORKFORCE THROUGHOUT GUAM AND THE GREATER 

MICRONESIAN REGION. WE OFFER ADVICE TO LOCAL PREMED STUDENTS IN 

COLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL AND CREATE OPPORTUNITIES ON ISLAND FOR 

LEARNERS AT THE LEVELS OF PREMEDS, MEDICAL STUDENTS AND RESIDENT 

DOCTORS. MANY OF OUR MEDICAL SCHOOLS UTILIZE CHC'S AND FEATURE 

CHC'S WHICH OFFER EXPOSURE IN A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT THAT OFFERS 

PATHOLOGY AND SOCIAL COMPLEXITY NEITHER TEXTBOOKS, ACADEMIC NOR 

PRIVATE HEALTH CENTERS CAN OFFER. WHEN PLACED IN STRONG, WELL-

FUNCTIONING AND INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER, TRAINEES ARE 

GIVEN THE KIND OF EXPERIENCE NEEDED TO BECOME THE COMPASSIONATE 

AND RESOURCEFUL DOCTORS THAT PATIENTS LONG FOR. ADDITIONALLY, OUR 

GROUP HAS STUDIED THE PHYSICIAN WORKFORCE ON GUAM AND HAS FOUND 

THAT GUAM IS BELOW THE NATIONAL AVERAGE IN OUR NATIONAL PHYSICIAN 

DENSITY ACROSS ALL SPECIALTIES. THE CHC OFFERS AN AVENUE TO A 

SOLUTION TO RESOLVE OUR PHYSICIAN SHORTAGE IN SPECIALTIES WHERE THE 

SHORTAGE IS FELT HARDEST, SUCH AS OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY, 

PRIMARY CARE, AND PSYCHIATRY, JUST TO NAME A FEW. STUDIES ALSO SHOW 

THAT OVER 50% OF NEW DOCTORS PRACTICE WHERE THEY TRAIN. AS A SITE 

FOR TRAINING, A RESIDENCY WOULD BE THE BEST OUTCOME. AND 

FORTUNATELY, AS THE ISLAND'S ONLY FQC, THE CHC HAS ACCESS TO THE 

TEACHING HEALTH CENTER GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 

THROUGH HRSA, WHICH GIVES BOTH FUNDING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO 

THE PROGRAM. HOWEVER, AS SOMEONE WHO WILL BE SOON APPLYING TO 
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RESIDENCY, I CAN SEE HOW RUNNING A RESIDENCY PROGRAM EFFECTIVELY 

REQUIRES ORGANIZATIONAL LATITUDE TO MAKE EXPEDIENT DECISIONS AND 

ADJUSTMENTS AT THE PROGRAM LEVEL TO REMAIN WITHIN ACCREDITATION 

COMPLIANCE. THE NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS IS A FEDERAL 

SCHOLARSHIP GIVEN TO PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIANS IN TRAINING IN 

EXCHANGE FOR SERVICE AT A QUALIFYING HEALTH CENTER. NHSC PHYSICIANS 

MUST SERVE IN QUALIFYING LOCATIONS. AN FQHC DESIGNATION IMPROVES 

THE LIKELIHOOD OF PLACEMENT. ACCESS TO NHSC PHYSICIANS EXPANDS THE 

POOL OF GUAM RECRUITABLE HEALTH PROFESSIONALS TO 3,500 PLUS NHSC 

HEALTH PROFESSIONAL GRADUATES. HOWEVER, PHYSICIAN RECRUITMENT IS 

CURRENTLY SUBJECT TO THE OFTEN ARDUOUS AND RIGID HIRING PROCESS IN 

THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM. AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY, THE CHC MAY BE 

RELEASED FROM THE RED TAPE AND BECOME A BEACON OF MEDICAL 

EDUCATION AND PHYSICIAN RECRUITMENT FOR OUR REGION. THANK YOU.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU. ANYONE ELSE FROM CHALAN AMTE WHO WOULD LIKE TO 

TESTIFY? 

ETHAN GUMATAOTAO 

HAFA ADAI MADAM SPEAKER AND ESTEEMED COMMITTEE. MY NAME IS ETHAN 

GUMATAOTAO AND MYSELF AND KAI REPRESENT THE POLICY AND ADVOCACY 

INITIATIVE FOR OUR GROUP CHALAN AMTE. A STRONG CHC IS NOT ONLY 

IMPORTANT FOR PRIMARY CARE BUT ALSO FOR ACUTE CARE ESPECIALLY AT 

THE HOSPITAL. OUR CHC CAN HELP THE HOSPITAL FROM A PATIENT LOAD 

STANDPOINT AND FROM A FINANCIAL STANDPOINT. A CHIEF ISSUE WITH 

REVENUE AT THE HOSPITAL IS THAT MEDICAID AND MEDICARE REIMBURSE 

LESS THAN OPERATIONS COST. HOWEVER, MUCH OF OUR MEDICAID AND 

MEDICARE POPULATION FEELS LIMITED IN THEIR OPTIONS FOR PRIMARY CARE. 

THEREFORE, THE HOSPITAL IS OFTEN THEIR ONLY OPTION. THIS PHENOMENON 

BURDENS OUR HOSPITAL WITH ENCOUNTERS THAT COULD BE AVOIDED IN 

OUTPATIENT SETTINGS LIKE AT OUR CHC. TOTAL MEDICAID DOLLARS FOR 

GUAM ARE UNIQUELY LIMITED. SO, WE HAVE TO BE JUDICIOUS WITH THAT 

SPENDING. WE SHOULD CREATE A SYSTEM THAT ENCOURAGES GETTING MORE 

COST-EFFECTIVE PRIMARY CARE RATHER THAN A COSTLY VISIT TO THE 

EMERGENCY ROOM OR A COSTLY ADMISSION AT THE HOSPITAL. FORTUNATELY, 

THE LIMIT ON MEDICAID FUNDING HAS GONE UP OVER THE PAST DECADE. AND 

THEREFORE, IT SHOULD BE EXPECTED THAT FUNDING FOR ALL SERVICES 

WOULD HAVE INCREASED PROPORTIONALLY. BUT IN FACT, WHAT WE'VE SEEN 

THROUGH OUR RESEARCH IS THAT THE FUNDING FOR FQHC'S AND DENTAL 

SERVICES HAS ACTUALLY DECREASED DESPITE THE OVERALL INCREASE IN 

MEDICAID FUNDING. THIS FINDING MAY HAVE SEVERAL EXPLANATIONS, BUT 

ONE SUGGESTED BY OUR RESEARCH IS THAT THIS DISTRIBUTION OF 
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EXPENDITURES MAY PARTLY BE CAUSED BY DECLINING OPERATIONS AT THE 

CHC. IN SOME GRANTING AUTONOMY TO OUR COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS 

WILL STRENGTHEN THEIR SERVICES AND OPERATION AND THEREFORE 

STRENGTHENING THE CHC OPERATION WILL IMPROVE PUBLIC PRIMARY CARE 

SERVICES AND PREVENT HOSPITALIZATIONS AND PREVENTING 

HOSPITALIZATION PROTECTS THE HOSPITAL FROM GROWING THEIR LOSSES. 

THANK YOU. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU MR. GUMATAOTAO. KAI. 

KAI AKIMOTO 

HAFA ADAI MADAM CHAIR AND THE REST OF THE SENATORS. MY NAME IS KAI 

AKIMOTO. I'M ALSO A MEMBER OF CHALAN AMTE. I'M A FOURTH YEAR MEDICAL 

STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. BUT I'LL ACTUALLY BE READING 

A TESTIMONY FOR ANOTHER ONE OF OUR MEMBERS, MR. JOSH RICK SABLAN, 

WHO IS A MEDICAL STUDENT AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY. HE COULDN'T BE 

HERE TODAY. HE'S TAKING HIS GRANDMA TO AN APPOINTMENT, SO I WAS A 

SUBSTITUTE. BUT, HAFA ADAI HONORABLE CHAIRPERSON AND THE MEMBERS 

OF THE 38TH GUAM LEGISLATURE. MY NAME IS JOSH TEDTAOTAO SABLAN, A 

SON OF THE ISLAND OF GUAM, AND I AM CURRENTLY A SECOND-YEAR MEDICAL 

STUDENT AT THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. I 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMIT THIS WRITTEN TESTIMONY IN STRONG SUPPORT OF BILL 

NUMBER 169-38, WHICH ESTABLISHES THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. PRIOR TO MEDICAL SCHOOL, I SPENT 

THREE YEARS WORKING WITHIN LOS ANGELES COUNTY'S SAFETY NET HEALTH 

SYSTEM, PRIMARILY WITH WESLEY HEALTH CENTERS AND THE JWCH 

INSTITUTE, ONE OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA'S LARGEST FQHC'S. JWCH OPERATES 

MORE THAN 36 CLINICAL SITES AND DELIVERS A FULL SCOPE OF SERVICES 

INCLUDING PRIMARY CARE, MENTAL HEALTH, SUBSTANCE USE TREATMENT, 

HIV CARE, DENTAL SERVICES, OPTOMETRY, AND PHARMACY. THE 

ORGANIZATION IS NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS A LEADER IN HOMELESS 

HEALTHCARE, OPERATING RECUPERATIVE CARE PROGRAMS AND 24/7 

PSYCHIATRIC URGENT CARE CENTER ON SKID ROW. IN MY ROLE, I WORKED 

DIRECTLY WITH THE CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER AND WAS INVOLVED IN NEARLY 

EVERY ASPECT OF EXECUTIVE LEVEL CLINICAL OPERATIONS. I LED OUR 

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AND ITS INITIATIVES AND PREPARED 

FEDERAL, STATE, AND HEALTH PLAN LEVEL REPORTING, MOST NOTABLY THOSE 

REQUIRED BY THE HRSA TO MAINTAIN FQC DESIGNATION, PATIENT CENTERED 

MEDICAL HOME RECOGNITION, AND FEDERAL TORQUE CLAIMS ACT COVERAGE. 

THESE EXPERIENCES DIRECTLY INFORM MY SUPPORT FOR THIS BILL AND MY 

BELIEF THAT AUTONOMY IS ESSENTIAL TO THE EFFECTIVE, COMPLIANT, AND 

PATIENT CENTERED OPERATION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS. BILL 
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NUMBER 169-38 APPROPRIATELY RECOGNIZES THAT GUAM'S COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS REQUIRE MODERNIZED GOVERNANCE, CLEARER 

ACCOUNTABILITY, AND ALIGNMENT WITH FEDERAL HEALTH CENTER 

STANDARDS IN ORDER TO CONTINUE SERVING THE ISLAND'S MOST 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS. THE BILL'S FINDINGS EMPHASIZE THE NEED FOR 

AN ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE THAT SUPPORTS COMPLIANCE WITH 

FEDERAL 

REQUIREMENTS, SAFEGUARDS ACCESS TO FUNDING, AND ENSURES PATIENT 

CENTERED OVERSIGHT. MY REASONS FOR SUPPORTING THE FULL AUTONOMOUS 

NATURE OF THIS COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER IS AS FOLLOWS. ALIGNMENT 

WITH FEDERAL FQHC GOVERNANCE AND COMPLIANCE STANDARDS. THE BILL 

ACKNOWLEDGES THE IMPORTANCE OF ALIGNING GUAM'S COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS WITH HERSA HEALTH CENTER PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. IN 

PRACTICE, COMPLIANCE WITH THESE STANDARDS IS ESSENTIAL TO 

MAINTAINING FEDERAL GRANT FUNDING, ENHANCED REIMBURSEMENT, AND 

FTCA MALPRACTICE COVERAGE. AUTONOMY ALLOWS LEADERSHIP TO 

DIRECTLY OVERSEE COMPLIANCE, QUALITY IMPROVEMENT, AND REPORTING 

WITHOUT COMPETING ADMINISTRATIVE PRIORITIES THAT CAN JEOPARDIZE 

FEDERAL STANDING. NEXT IS PATIENT MAJORITY GOVERNING BOARD AND 

COMMUNITY ACCOUNTABILITY. FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS ARE 

REQUIRED TO MAINTAIN A GOVERNING BOARD IN WHICH AT LEAST 51% OF 

MEMBERS ARE ACTIVE PATIENTS OF THE HEALTH CENTER. THIS MODEL 

ENSURES THAT DECISIONS REGARDING CLINICAL SERVICES, ACCESS, AND 

RESOURCE ALLOCATION ARE DRIVEN BY THE LIVED EXPERIENCE OF THE 

COMMUNITY SERVED. BILL 169-38 REINFORCES THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS 

GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE, ENSURING THAT PATIENT VOICES REMAIN CENTRAL 

AND THAT COMMUNITY NEEDS, NOT POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS, GUIDE 

OPERATIONS. NEXT IS PRESERVATION OF LOCAL CONTROL WHILE REDUCING 

BUREAUCRATIC BARRIERS. THE BILL'S INTENT TO ESTABLISH THE COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS ENTITY PROTECTS THEM FROM 

EXCESSIVE BUREAUCRATIC CONSTRAINTS THAT CAN DELAY HIRING, 

PROCUREMENT, SERVICE EXPANSION, AND QUALITY INITIATIVES. IN SAFETY 

NET MEDICINE, AGILITY IS CRITICAL. AUTONOMOUS GOVERNANCE ENABLES 

TIMELY RESPONSES TO PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES, WORKFORCE 

SHORTAGES, AND EMERGING BEHAVIORAL HEALTH AND SUBSTANCE USE 

NEEDS. PROTECTION AND MAXIMIZATION OF FEDERAL FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITIES. THE LEGISLATION RECOGNIZES THAT AUTONOMY 

STRENGTHENS THE ABILITY TO SECURE, ADMINISTER, AND SUSTAIN FEDERAL 

FUNDING. HERSA GRANTS, WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, AND 

CAPITAL FUNDING ARE CONTINGENT UPON STRICT GOVERNANCE AND 

OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS. FAILURE TO MEET THESE STANDARDS RISKS 
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FUNDING INTERRUPTIONS THAT WOULD DIRECTLY HARM PATIENT ACCESS TO 

CARE, AND AUTONOMY PROVIDES THE STRUCTURAL CLARITY NEEDED TO 

RESPONSIBLY STEWARD THESE FEDERAL RESOURCES. AND LASTLY, 

STRENGTHENED CLINICAL QUALITY, WORKFORCE STABILITY, AND CONTINUITY 

OF CARE. AN INDEPENDENT GOVERNANCE STRUCTURE ALLOWS COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS TO RECRUIT AND RETAIN MISSION DRIVEN CLINICIANS, 

IMPLEMENT EVIDENCE-BASED CARE MODELS, AND SUSTAIN LONG-TERM 

QUALITY IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS. CLEAR LEADERSHIP AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

REDUCE TURNOVER, IMPROVE MORALE, AND ULTIMATELY ENHANCE 

CONTINUITY AND QUALITY OF CARE FOR PATIENTS. AS A FUTURE PHYSICIAN 

WITH DEEP TIES TO GUAM AND DIRECT EXPERIENCE WORKING IN ONE OF THE 

NATION'S MOST COMPLEX SAFETY NET HEALTH SYSTEMS, I STRONGLY SUPPORT 

BILL NUMBER 169-38. FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTERS SERVE AS A 

CORNERSTONE OF PRIMARY CARE DELIVERY ACROSS ISLAND COMMUNITIES, 

OFTEN ACTING AS THE FIRST AND SOMETIMES ONLY POINT OF ACCESS TO 

COMPREHENSIVE, PREVENTATIVE, AND CONTINUOUS CARE. BY 

STRENGTHENING THE AUTONOMY AND GOVERNANCE OF GUAM COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CENTERS, THIS LEGISLATION MODERNIZES OVERSIGHT, PROTECTS 

FEDERAL FUNDING, CENTERS PATIENT VOICES, AND REINFORCES THE CRITICAL 

ROLE THESE CENTERS PLAY IN IMPROVING POPULATION HEALTH, REDUCING 

PREVENTABLE ILLNESS, AND STRENGTHENING THE OVERALL HEALTH AND 

RESILIENCE OF OUR COMMUNITY MEMBERS. I RESPECTFULLY URGE THE 

MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATURE TO SUPPORT AND PASS THIS BILL. SI YU’OS 

MA’ASE FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO SUBMIT THIS TESTIMONY. RESPECTFULLY 

SUBMITTED, JOSH 

TEDTAOTAO SABLAN, SECOND YEAR MEDICAL STUDENT AT THE OHIO STATE 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE. THANK YOU. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, KAI AND ETHAN, IT'S GOOD TO SEE YOU GUYS IN PERSON OTHER 

THAN ON ZOOM. AND MASON, ALL THREE OF YOU, WELCOME HOME. WE'LL 

MOVE ON TO MR. EDROSA, RIGHT? 

 

REY EDROSA 

IT'S HARD TO BE AN INTROVERT. GOOD MORNING, HONORABLE SENATORS. I'D 

LIKE TO THANK ALL OF YOU SINCERELY. WHETHER YOU'RE HERE BECAUSE 

YOU'RE IN SUPPORT OF THE BILL YOU CO-SPONSORED OR WHETHER YOU'RE 

HERE TO LISTEN BECAUSE YOU RECOGNIZE THAT THERE IS A NEED. SO FOR 

THAT I THANK YOU. I'VE BEEN WITH THE CHC FOR A VERY VERY LONG TIME. 

EXCUSE ME BECAUSE I DON'T HAVE A PREPARED STATEMENT. VERY IMPRESSED 

WITH THE GENTLEMEN HERE. THEY'VE ACTUALLY MOVED ME. I WAS SO GLAD 

TO HEAR AND I HOPE THEY COME BACK AND SERVE OUR ISLAND. THIS IS YOUR 
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HOME. BUT I'VE CONTRIBUTED ALL MY TWO CENTS, THREE CENTS AND TO 

WHAT THIS BILL IS AND I'VE SAT WITH SENATOR TERLAJE AND OF COURSE I 

HAVE BEEN HERE IN FRONT OF YOU BEFORE AND YOU KNOW IT WASN'T SO 

NICE. WE WERE IN DIRE STRAITS, BUT WE'VE CORRECTED SO MANY THINGS. 

THIS BILL BEFORE YOU IS JUST THE BEGINNING OF WHAT WE NEED TO DO AND 

THE REAL WORK ACTUALLY BEGINS IF YOU WERE SO KIND AS TO SUPPORT THIS 

AND AFTER THAT WE STILL NEED YOUR HELP. WE NEED THE HELP OF 

EVERYONE. THIS IS A COMMUNITY THING. THIS IS SOMETHING WE NEED TO DO 

FOR THE ISLAND. YOU KNOW, I AND LIKE I SAID BEFORE, I'M AN IMMIGRANT. I 

CAME HERE A LONG TIME AGO AND THIS IS MY WAY OF GIVING BACK TO THIS 

ISLAND THAT ACCEPTED MY FAMILY AND YOU KNOW, HERE WE ARE. BUT 

THANK YOU. I'M HERE TO SUPPORT MAYOR. IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS AND 

OTHER THINGS THAT I CAN ANSWER, I CAN HELP TO ANSWER. I AM HERE. BUT 

PUBLIC SPEAKING IS NOT ACTUALLY MY FORTE. THAT'S WHY WE VOTE FOR 

PEOPLE LIKE YOU. ANYWAY, THANK YOU AND I WISH ALL OF YOU A HAPPY 

HOLIDAYS. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. EDROSA. CHARLIE YOU'RE UP. 

CHARLIE BABASTRO 

SENATOR MATANANE. GOOD MORNING AND HAFA ADAI MEMBERS OF THE 38TH 

GUAM LEGISLATURE, OUR FELLOW PARTICIPANTS AND OUR FELLOW AUDIENCE 

MEMBERS. I'M REPRESENTATIVE CHARLIE BABASTRO FROM THE 35TH GUAM 

YOUTH CONGRESS AND AS I'M ALWAYS PROUD TO SAY, A FORMER JROTC 

CADET. I STAND HERE AGAIN TO SPEAK ON BILL NUMBER 169-38 COR 

INTRODUCED BY SENATOR THERESE M. TERLAJE FROM THE 38TH GUAM 

LEGISLATURE AN ACT TO AMEND ARTICLE 8 OF CHAPTER 3 TITLE 10 GUAM 

CODE ANNOTATED RELATIVE TO ESTABLISHING GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS AS AN AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. I SHOW MY FULL SUPPORT FOR 

SENATOR TERLAJE'S BILL REGARDING HEALTH CARE SERVICES AND THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS IN GENERAL. AS A 

PATIENT FROM THE SOUTHERN REGIONAL COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER, I ALSO 

WANT TO EXPRESS MY FULL SUPPORT FOR THIS BILL 

IDEA AS IT WILL TAKE LARGER STEPS TO PROVIDE PROPER HEALTH CARE TO 

THE PEOPLE OF GUAM WITH MEDICAL NEEDS SUCH AS THOSE WITH FLU, PEOPLE 

DIAGNOSED WITH COGNITIVE AND MENTAL HEALTH DISORDERS, PEOPLE WITH 

DISABILITIES AND DISEASES. GETTING PROPER HEALTHCARE ISN'T EASY FOR 

SOME DUE TO THEIR LIMITED ELIGIBILITY, BUT THE ESSENTIAL HELP AND 

COMMUNICATION ARE ON THE WAY. SEEKING HEALTH CARE FOR MEDICAL 

NEEDS NEVER STOPS. LOTS OF PEOPLE PUT THEIR DESIRE AND COMMITMENT TO 

HELP TO GATHER HANDS IN THE COMMUNITY TO SEEK PROPER MEDICAL HELP 
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FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE PROVIDERS AS WELL AS THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS 

MANAGED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GUAM. MAINTAINING PROPER 

COOPERATION AND INSTRUMENTALITY TO SERVE THE PEOPLE OF GUAM DOES 

TAKE A BIG ROLE IN CARING ABOUT OTHERS AND GETTING THE IMPORTANT 

NEEDS THAT THEY MUST HAVE. HEALTH CARE IS A PRIORITY TO THE PEOPLE. 

GETTING PEOPLE BETTER IS ALSO A PRIORITY BECAUSE OUR LIVES ARE ON THE 

LINE. ESTABLISHING THE GUAM COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS WILL SURELY 

FULFILL OUR MEDICAL 

NEEDS PHYSICALLY, MENTALLY, AND COGNITIVELY. AND IT WILL HAVE A 

STRONG BUILDUP TO DO TO DO ALL THINGS NECESSARY UNCONTRARY TO 

GETTING PROPER MEDICAL CARE. SOMETIMES MEDICAL NEEDS ARE A PROBLEM 

FOR SOME PEOPLE IN THE ISLAND DUE TO INELIGIBILITY AND UNAVAILABILITY. 

WE MUST SEEK HELP TODAY TO PREVENT THE PROBLEM AND GIVE THEM THE 

ASSISTANCE TO SEEK FURTHER GUIDANCE FOR MORE HEALTH CARE SERVICES 

BEING PROVIDED IN THE 

ISLAND OF GUAM. MEDICAL PERSONNEL HAD PUT THEIR LIVES ON THE LINE TO 

SERVE THE PEOPLE EVERY DAY 24/7 TO KEEP OUR BELOVED PEOPLE OF GUAM 

SAFE AND IN GOOD HEALTH TO HELP BETTER LIVE OUR LIVES FREELY AGAIN. 

AGAIN, I JUST WANT TO EXTEND MY SUPPORT FOR BILL NUMBER 169-38 WITH 

MY SINCERE WRITTEN TESTIMONY AND I APPRECIATE ALL THAT HAS BEEN 

ACCOMPLISHED WITHIN THIS LEGISLATION AND HOPEFULLY THE HEALTHCARE 

COMMUNITY. 

THANK YOU AND SI YU’OS MA’ASE.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, MR. BALBASTRO AND THANK YOU TO THE PANEL FOR TAKING THE 

TIME TO TESTIFY ON THIS BILL. AND I APPRECIATE SENATOR TERLAJE FOR 

ALLOWING ME TO BE A CO-SPONSOR OF THIS BILL. I KNOW THAT YOU HAD 

INTRODUCED THIS PREVIOUSLY AND IT WAS VETOED AND SO I GUESS WE'LL 

JUST CONTINUE THE WORK AND HOPEFULLY WE CAN GET IT PASSED IN THIS 

LEGISLATURE. SO, I'LL ALLOW YOU TO BEGIN WITH THE QUESTIONS THAT YOU 

HAVE ON THE BILL OR TO THE PANEL. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

I AM JUST VERY GRATEFUL FOR ALL THE TESTIMONY. I THINK IT'S REALLY 

ADDED TO THE IMPORTANCE, THE SERIOUSNESS OF WHAT WE ARE DOING HERE. 

AND WE'VE I WANT TO THANK YOU, MAYOR SAVARES, FOR YOUR LEADERSHIP 

AND BRINGING THE COMMUNITY ALONG IN THIS BECAUSE OF YOU'RE REALLY 

YOU AND THE BOARD MEMBERS, MAYOR ANGATA, THANK YOU FOR BEING 

HERE AND THE PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER OF DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

AND THE OTHER BOARD MEMBERS. SO MUCH WORK HAS GONE INTO IT. VERY 

DETAILED TECHNICAL WORK IN SOME TIMES AND SOMETIMES JUST YOU KNOW 
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HASHING IT OUT AND I WANT TO THANK MR. MENO IF HE'S WATCHING BECAUSE 

HE WAS ONE OF THE FIRST ONES TO COME INTO MY OFFICE VERY BOLDLY AND 

TELL ME WE HAD TO DO SOMETHING. SO, I WANT TO THANK HIM AND OF 

COURSE WE HAVE ANOTHER MAYOR SERVING ON THE BOARD MAYOR 

CHARGUALAUF FROM INALAHAN. SO, THE MAYORS FROM THE VILLAGES 

WHERE THESE FACILITIES ARE ALSO ON THE BOARD AND AGAIN PATIENTS ARE 

ON THE BOARD AND WANT TO THANK ALL OF THEM FOR THEIR WORK. I WANT 

TO THANK YOU STUDENTS. YOU MAKE US VERY EXCITED AND REALLY LOOK 

FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE TO THE HEALTH IMPROVING THE HEALTH 

SYSTEM OF GUAM. AND I REALLY MEAN THAT SINCERELY. THANK YOU FOR 

YOUR WORK. I KNOW YOU'VE BEEN DOING THIS FOR A WHILE. THANK YOU FOR 

SUPPORTING THE OTHER STUDENTS AND THANK YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME ON 

YOUR BREAK IT LOOKS LIKE TO COME HERE AND HELP US. SO, I KNOW YOU 

COULD WAIT BUT YOU HAVEN'T. YOU'VE BEEN VERY ACTIVE ALL THE WAY. SO, 

I REALLY WANT TO THANK YOU AND I WANT TO SAY YOUR NAMES CORRECTLY 

IF I KNOW WE'VE GOT IS IT MASON CALDWELL? KAI AKIMOTO. MR. 

GUMATAOTAO. WHAT IS YOUR FIRST NAME AGAIN? ETHAN GUMATAOTAO AND 

MR. JOSH RICK SABLAN TEDTAOTAO SABLAN WHOSE TESTIMONY YOU READ. 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU AND OF COURSE DIRECTOR PUBLIC HEALTH HAS 

REALLY BEEN HELPING I MEAN REALLY RUNNING THE CHC'S FOR ALL THESE 

YEARS AND I THINK THEY BEGAN UNDER THE FORMER DIRECTOR LINDA WAS IT 

A 

LINDA UNPINGCO DINORSY. YES. REALLY, THEY EXCELLED AND THEY REALLY 

SHOWED US WHAT COULD BE DONE IN OUR COMMUNITIES AND I REALLY 

THANK YOU DIRECTOR AND ALL OF YOUR TEAM FOR THE A LARGE AMOUNT OF 

WORK THAT YOU'VE ALREADY PUT IN AND FOR REALLY POINTING OUT AGAIN 

THE SERIOUSNESS OF WHAT WE HAVE TO DO GOING FORWARD IN THIS 

TRANSITION AND HOW HEAVY THAT REALLY IS AND HOW IT WILL TAKE A VERY 

COORDINATED EFFORT SO WE DO NOT MISS AND WE DO NOT FAIL ANYONE NOT 

ONE PATIENT HOPEFULLY. BUT MAYOR, I WANT TO REMIND YOU THIS IS 

ACTUALLY 6 YEARS, NOT 9 YEARS. SO HOPEFULLY WE CAN GET THAT DONE IN 

THEN. I'M HOPING YOU CAN GET IT DONE QUICKLY. I KNOW MR. EDROSA 

REALLY HELPED US IN REGARDS TO THE FINANCES AND WITH HIS EXPERIENCE 

TO TALK ABOUT THIS OVER THE YEARS AND HOW TO FACILITATE THAT. SO 

AGAIN, THANK YOU TO ALL OF YOU AND MADAM CHAIR, YOUR WORK WAS 

ALSO CUT OUT IN THIS TRANSITION. SO, WE'RE ALL GOING TO HAVE TO WORK 

TOGETHER TO YEAH, MAKE SURE WE JUST WHATEVER THEY NEED THAT WE 

ARE ABLE TO DO. AND WE'RE VERY GRATEFUL FOR THE FEDERAL FUNDING. 

THANK YOU AGAIN, DIRECTOR, FOR POINTING OUT THAT WE ARE ALWAYS AT 

RISK. EVEN WHILE WE COMPLY, WE ARE STILL AT RISK BECAUSE OF HOW 

FEDERAL FUNDING WORKS OF THEM JUST DECIDING TO CUT SOME PROGRAMS 
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OR RE PRIORITIZE. SO, VERY GRATEFUL THAT YOU POINTED OUT TO US WHAT 

WE SHOULD BE VERY GRATEFUL FOR HOW WE CAN ENHANCE THIS THROUGH 

AUTONOMY REALLY ENHANCE OUR HEALTHCARE DELIVERY SYSTEM ALL 

ACROSS THE BOARD HELP OUR HOSPITAL IN THE PROCESS AND REALLY HELP 

THE PATIENTS IN THE PROCESS. SO AGAIN, SI YU’OS MA’ASE. YES, MS. 

DIRECTOR. 

DPHSS 

THANK YOU, SENATOR TERLAJE. I JUST NEEDED TO STATE THAT YOU KNOW, 

YOU HAVE THE DEPARTMENT'S FULL SUPPORT. I'M SO ENCOURAGED LIKE YOU 

SAID, I MEAN I HAVE YOUNG FUTURE GUAM DOCTORS TO THE LEFT. I MEAN I 

CAN'T THANK CHALAN AMTE ENOUGH BECAUSE THEY'VE REALLY PUT THE 

FUTURE OF PHYSICIANS AND OUR HEALTH WORKFORCE IN FRONT OF OUR 

FACES. WE JUST NEED TO FIGURE OUT HOW TO BRING THESE YOUNG TALENTED 

MEN AND WOMEN BACK HOME AND KEEP INSTEAD OF KEEPING THEM IN THE 

STATES WHERE YOU KNOW THE ENTICEMENT IS MIGHT BE SO MUCH LARGER. 

AND THEN TO MY I MEAN IT'S LIKE I'M SO GLAD BECAUSE THEN TO THE RIGHT 

WE HAVE THE YOUTH CONGRESS AND THANK YOU SO MUCH. SO, THE YOUTH 

HAVE SPOKEN. THEY'RE DEFINITELY OUR FUTURE. THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE 

PROMISING. AND SO, US FOLKS LEFT, OKAY, OLDER FOLKS, WILL DO WHAT WE 

CAN TO ENSURE THAT THE CHC, IS READY FOR THEM. BUT I WANTED TO 

MENTION THAT PUBLIC HEALTH YOU KNOW WITH THE WITH THE HIRING OF THE 

CURRENT CEO THERE'S SOME REAL STABILITY BEING SET IN TO THE 

DEPARTMENT AND I JUST ALSO WANTED TO MENTION THAT WE ARE GETTING 

QUITE A NUMBER OF RETIRED FOLKS IN WHO ARE PHYSICIANS WHO WANT TO 

COME HOME. SO, YES, THERE'S A WORKFORCE SHORTAGE, BUT IT'S A VERY 

PROMISING THERE SOMETHING'S HAPPENING IN THE STATES THAT PEOPLE 

WANT TO COME HOME, BUT YET THEY STILL HAVE THE ENERGY TO SERVE. SO, I 

THINK THE FUTURE OF THE WORKFORCE IS VERY BRIGHT WITH SOME NEW 

FRESH BLOOD COMING IN AND SOME MORE EXPERIENCED DOCTORS TO 

MENTOR AND TO BLEND. SO, THERE'S GOING TO BE A CONTINUOUS WORKFORCE 

AND NOT A FULL EXODUS WHEN EVERYBODY DECIDES TO RETIRE AND THERE 

NO ONE'S LEFT BEHIND. SO, I THINK THAT'S VERY ENCOURAGING. THE CEO WHO 

STABLE PROMISES ME SHE'S NOT LEAVING US AND ENJOYING HER JOB VERY 

WELL IS VERY ENCOURAGING. SO, THANK YOU SO MUCH. AND YOU KNOW, 

WE'RE HERE TO DO WHAT WE NEED TO DO BECAUSE WE DON'T WANT TO BE 

PART OF THAT 5%. WE WANT TO MOVE AWAY. AND EVEN IN MY CAPACITY AND 

NONPROFIT WORK AND THINGS LIKE THAT, THERE'S GOING TO BE ANY I'VE 

ALREADY SAID I WANT TO BE A BOARD MEMBER WHEN I'M WHEN I RETIRE. IN 

YOUR NEXT LIFE. IN MY NEXT LIFE. OKAY. THANK YOU SO MUCH. I'M JUST 

REALLY EXCITED BECAUSE I KNOW A LOT OF WORK HAS BEEN DONE BY YOU 

SENATOR TERLAJE IN THE PREVIOUS LEGISLATURE AND NOW WITH THE 
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SUPPORT WITH YOU KNOW THE CURRENT HEALTH CHAIR SENATOR SABRINA I 

MEAN I'M SO EXCITED AND THE ADMINISTRATION IS FULLY SUPPORTIVE OF 

THIS AUTONOMY. SO, I YOU KNOW, WE JUST WANT THE LEGISLATURE TO PASS 

IT AND THEN I THINK YOU'RE GOING TO SEE A LAW SIGNED INTO LAW. I MEAN, 

A BILL SIGNED INTO LAW WITH ALL THE CHANGES. THANK YOU SO MUCH.  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE, THANK YOU. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR TERLAJE. I JUST HAD ONE QUESTION AND MAYBE JUST 

FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE WATCHING AT HOME AND THEY'RE HEARING ABOUT THIS 

BILL AND THEY'RE HEARING A SEMI-AUTONOMOUS AUTONOMOUS AND THINGS 

LIKE THAT. AND JUST ME PERSONALLY, I'VE GONE DOWN TO INALAHAN, RIGHT, 

THE CLINIC THERE AND IT REALLY WAS EXTREMELY UNDERUTILIZED. THERE 

WAS HARDLY ANYBODY THERE. SO, IF THIS BILL IS PASSED, MAYBE IF YOU CAN 

EXPLAIN TO THE PUBLIC HOW THIS, YOU KNOW, EVENTUALLY 

WILL CHANGE THINGS.  

 

DPHSS 

SO, YOU KNOW, A LOT OF IT HAS TO DO WITH THE AVAILABILITY OF 

PHYSICIANS. AND SO I'M PROUD TO MENTION THAT WE JUST RECEIVED A 

RETIRED FULL-TIME PHYSICIAN WHO IS STATIONED IN THE SOUTHERN 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER. AND REALLY WE JUST NEED TO DRUM UP THE 

BUSINESS IN THE SENSE THAT YOU KNOW THERE'S ALWAYS BEEN THIS MINDSET 

THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS NORTH OR SOUTH ARE FOR THE JUST 

THE INDIGENT THE LOW INCOME THOSE ON MEDICAID OR MIP AND THE 

REALITIES ARE A COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER RECEIVES ALL INSURANCES. I 

KNOW A LOT OF FOLKS WHO ARE IN THE GOVGUAM INSURANCE. THIS WOMAN 

TO MY RIGHT WHO HER PRIMARY CARE HER CLINIC IS THE NORTHERN CLINIC. 

SHE DOESN'T NEED TO GO ANYWHERE ELSE. SHE LIVES IN DEDEDO AND SHE 

ACCESSES THE DOCTORS IN THE NORTHERN CLINIC. SO, A LOT OF IT HAS TO DO 

WITH THE AVAILABILITY OF PHYSICIANS THE USE OF THE SOUTHERN CLINIC. SO 

NOW THAT WE HAVE FULL-TIME DR. JOEL PAULINO, A PHYSICIAN BORN AND 

RAISED IN INARAJAN WHO KNOWS THE COMMUNITY OF THE SOUTH. I THINK 

THE CREDIBILITY OF FOLKS BEING MORE AND MORE COMFORTABLE IN 

ACCESSING PRIMARY CARE SERVICES IN THE SOUTHERN CLINIC WILL INCREASE 

AND AS WELL AS THE FACT THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE A FULL-TIME DOCTOR 

THERE. AND SO, YES, THE COMMUNITY, THE SOUTHERN CLINIC SEEMS VERY 

UNDERUTILIZED. IT'S MUCH BIGGER THAN THE NORTH, YET THE NORTH HAS 

THE LARGER POPULATION IT SERVES. I WISH THE BUILDINGS WERE A LITTLE BIT 

FLIPPED, BUT I THINK YOU'RE GOING TO SEE THAT THERE'S GOING TO BE A 

GREATER INCREASE IN THE SOUTHERN COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER USAGE 
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WITH A DEDICATED NOW DEDICATED JUST ABOUT A MONTH AGO DOCTOR 

ASSIGNED THERE MORE ADVERTISEMENT, MORE PROMOTION THAT THE 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER NORTH AND SOUTH IS NOT JUST FOR MEDICAID 

OR MIP PATIENTS OR THE UNINSURED. IT'S FOR EVERYONE WE TAKE AND 

THAT'S PART OF THE AUTONOMY AND THE SUSTAINABILITY IN THE FUTURE IS 

THAT WE RECEIVE WE TAKE ALL INSURANCES. WE ARE WORKING ON AN 

APPLICATION. THE CEO SHAMALAN IS WORKING ON THE APPLICATION TO GET 

US BACK INTO BE A MEDICARE PROVIDER. MEDICARE PROVIDER. A LOT OF 

PEOPLE ON GUAM ARE ON MEDICARE, BUT THEY HAVE TO GO TO MEDICAL 

PHYSICIANS THAT TAKE MEDICARE. WE ARE WORKING ON THE MEDICARE 

APPLICATION TO GET BACK ON TRACK AS FOR THE CHC. SO, I THINK YOU'RE 

GOING TO SEE AN INCREASE ON USAGE NOW THAT WE HAVE SOME STAFFING 

MORE PROMOTIONS OF THAT THE CHC NORTH AND SOUTH TAKE ALL 

INSURANCE. SO, I CAN, YOU KNOW, WE NEED TO ALL DO THAT. WE NEED TO 

TELL PEOPLE THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER NORTH AND SOUTH 

TAKES ALL INSURANCE. SO, IF YOU'RE LOOKING FOR PRIMARY CARE 

SERVICES,THAT'S WHERE YOU CAN GO IF YOU DON'T HAVE ONE ALREADY. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DIRECTOR ARRIOLA. I'LL OPEN IT UP FOR QUESTIONS. SENATOR 

BARNETT. 

 

 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE MADAM CHAIR AND  GOOD MORNING AGAIN TO THE PEOPLE 

OF GUAM. MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS. I JUST WANT TO FIRST 

START BY RECOGNIZING THE CHALAN AMTE GROUP. YOU KNOW, MANY TIMES 

IN PUBLIC SERVICE, AND I ONLY BEEN HERE JUST A FEW SHORT YEARS, WITH 

SOME ISSUES, IT'S EASY TO FEEL DEFEATED, AND AS ELECTED LEADERS, WE 

WANT TO BE ABLE TO DO MORE TO DELIVER HEALTH CARE TO OUR PEOPLE, 

BUT YOU KNOW, PART OF THE ISSUE WITH DELIVERING THAT HEALTH CARE 

HAS ALWAYS BEEN THE STAFFING AND THE AVAILABILITY OF PEOPLE TO 

ACTUALLY BRING IT TO THE PATIENTS. AND SO, WHEN WE TALK ABOUT A 

SHORTAGE OF SPECIALISTS, SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS, SHORTAGE OF NURSES, 

THAT THERE'S ABLE TO BE A GROUP OF YOUNG INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE OFF 

ISLAND IN MEDICAL SCHOOL THAT THERE'S ABLE TO BE THIS COLLECTIVE OF 

YOUNG GREAT MINDS WHO HAVE AN INTEREST IN GETTING SCHOOLED, 

GETTING THE EXPERTISE, GETTING THE WHITE COAT AND COMING BACK TO 

SERVE THE COMMUNITY, I THINK IS IT MOVES ME TOO MR. EDROSA. AND SO, I 

JUST WANTED TO KIND OF START WITH THAT. I THINK LIKE I SAID, SOME DAYS 

ARE DARK, BUT TO SEE THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL, ESPECIALLY 

WHEN YOU KNOW, OUR ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO GROW LOCAL DOCTORS, YOU 
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KNOW, OBVIOUSLY WE CAN'T GROW THEM HERE, BUT FOR THEM TO BE ABLE TO 

FEEL LIKE THEY CAN COME HOME. AND I THINK THAT THIS BILL IS A BIG PART 

OF IT BECAUSE IT'S NOT JUST ABOUT COMING HOME. IT'S ABOUT ALLOWING 

THESE FUTURE PHYSICIANS TO COME HOME TO PRACTICE MEDICINE IN AN 

ENVIRONMENT THAT WILL ACTUALLY BENEFIT AND DELIVER THESE HEALTH 

CARE SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE. AND I BELIEVE THAT THIS BILL DOES THAT. I 

BELIEVE THAT BILL NUMBER 20937 WHICH UNFORTUNATELY WAS VETOED 

DOES THAT. BUT I WANT TO FURTHER COMMEND THE GOOD SENATOR FROM 

YONA, SENATOR TERLAJE, FOR REALLY DIVING INTO THE GOVERNOR'S VETO 

MESSAGE AND REALLY ADDRESSING A LOT OF THE ISSUES THAT THE 

GOVERNOR RAISED. I MEAN, WE CAN SIT HERE ALL DAY AND AGREE OR 

DISAGREE ABOUT THE ISSUES THAT WERE BROUGHT UP, BUT I THINK THE WAY 

THAT WE MOVE THIS FORWARD IS WITH THAT CONSENSUS AND THAT SUPPORT. 

DIRECTOR ARRIOLA, I APPRECIATE YOUR TESTIMONY AS WELL. I KNOW THAT A 

LOT OF THE ISSUES THAT YOU BROUGHT UP ARE ADDRESSED IN THE BILL, BUT 

YOU KNOW, I'M JUST REALLY ENCOURAGED TO HEAR THAT THE DEPARTMENT 

WHOLEHEARTEDLY SUPPORTS THIS AND I'M EVEN MORE EXCITED TO HEAR 

THAT YOU'RE SAYING THAT WE COULD END UP HAVING THIS BILL SIGNED INTO 

LAW AND I THINK THAT REALLY GOES A LONG WAY TO ADDRESSING REALLY 

WHAT HAVE BEEN OUR PERENNIAL AND CHRONIC  HEALTH CARE ISSUES. FOR 

EXAMPLE, DELIVERING HEALTH CARE SERVICES, URGENT CARE SERVICES TO 

THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH THAT YOU KNOW WITH FACILITIES THAT ARE 

ACTUALLY LOCATED IN THE SOUTH. AND SO, MAYOR, IF I COULD JUST FIRST 

ASK YOU, HOW DOES THIS BILL ALLOW THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS TO 

INCREASE THE TYPE OF SERVICES SPECIFICALLY WITH URGENT CARE? 

 

 

MELISSA SAVARES 

WELL, WHAT HAPPENS IS WITH URGENT CARE WE FOUND OUT THROUGH OUR 

PARTNERSHIP WITH OTHER COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS THAT BECAUSE OF 

THE DISTANCE TO THE NEAREST EMERGENCY ROOM, EMERGENCY 

DEPARTMENT, THERE IS JUSTIFICATION IN THAT SENSE WHERE WE CAN HAVE 

BUT WE WOULD NEED FUNDING  TO DO THAT. AND SENATOR SABRINA YOU 

WERE AT THE HEALTH CENTER. WE SHOWED YOU WHAT WE HAD AND THE 

CAPABILITY OF OPENING UP TWO BAYS SHOULD WE NEED TO STABILIZE A 

PATIENT FOR URGENT CARE AND THEN TRANSPORT. PART OF THE URGENT 

CARE REQUIREMENT ALSO PART OF THE STIPULATION WAS TO HAVE AN 

AMBULANCE SERVICE. BUT IF WE HAVE A MEMO OF AGREEMENT BE OR 

UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS AND THE 

GUAM FIRE DEPARTMENT WHO IS ACROSS THE STREET WITH AN AMBULANCE 

WE CAN USE THEIR SERVICES TO DO THE TRANSPORT ONCE A PATIENT IS 
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STABILIZED BUT THERE IS JUSTIFICATION BECAUSE OF THE DISTANCE TO THE 

NEAREST EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THAT MAYOR AND THAT AGAIN IS ONE OF THE 

REASONS WHY I'VE SUPPORTED ALL THE BILLS RELATIVE TO THE DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC HEALTH TO INCLUDE THE REOPENING OF THE MANGILAO FACILITY. 

AND THAT'S VERY ENCOURAGING BECAUSE THAT'S KIND OF BEEN A PERENNIAL 

ISSUE ESPECIALLY WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE LOCATION OF THE NEW 

HOSPITAL AND I'VE ALWAYS BEEN CONSISTENT IN SAYING THAT YOU KNOW WE 

HAVE TO SUPPORT THE PEOPLE OF THE SOUTH BY OFFERING THESE SERVICES 

THAT ARE ACTUALLY IN THE SOUTH WHERE YOU KNOW LIFE OR DEATH AND 

MINUTES DO MATTER AND SO THAT'S VERY ENCOURAGING. IT'S ALSO 

ENCOURAGING DIRECTOR ARRIOLA THAT YOU HAVE A FULL-TIME DOCTOR DR. 

PAULINO STATION THERE. I ALSO WANT TO ADVERTISE THAT THERE'S A 

DOCTOR WHO'S FROM THE VILLAGE THAT AND HE'S AND HE'S OUT THERE AND 

THEY ACCEPT ALL THE INSURANCE. OKAY. AND SO, YOU KNOW, IT'S WHEN 

LINDA UNPINGCO DINORSY AND THE LEADERS WHO CAME BEFORE US WERE 

ABLE TO SECURE THESE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS, THAT WAS THE IDEA 

WAS I MEAN, IT'S NOT ROCKET SCIENCE, RIGHT? WE'RE A SMALL ISLAND, BUT 

YOU KNOW, THERE'S CERTAIN POPULATIONS OF OURS THAT AR YOU'RE RIGHT 

THAT ARE FAR DISTANCE FROM MEDICAL CARE. AND SO ALL OF THESE THINGS 

WERE KIND OF THOUGHT OF AT THE ONSET OF THE INCEPTION OF THESE 

HEALTH COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINICS AND YOU KNOW FOR WHATEVER 

REASON FUNDING AND JUST DIFFERENT ADMINISTRATIONS WE KIND OF 

GOTTEN AWAY FROM THAT AND SO I'M VERY AGAIN HAPPY THAT WE'RE ALL 

KIND OF MOVING IN CONCERT IN THE SAME DIRECTION AND I'M REALLY 

HOPING THAT WE CAN GET THIS BILL PASSED YOU KNOW I HOPE IT DOESN'T 

TAKE SIX YEARS YOU KNOW BUT I UNDERSTAND THAT WE HAVE TO MOVE 

WITH CAUTION AND YOU KNOW BEING MINDFUL THAT THERE'S A LOT RISK, BUT 

YOU KNOW, HEY, NO RISK NO REWARD. SO, I'M JUST VERY IT'S A LIKE EARLY 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT TO HEAR THAT THIS MEASURE IS SUPPORTED AND I'M 

VERY HOPEFUL FOR ITS EVENTUAL PASSAGE AND YOU KNOW, IT'S EVENTUAL 

SIGNING INTO LAW. AND I WANT TO THANK AGAIN CHALAN AMTE FOR LENDING 

YOUR VOICES TO THIS DISCUSSION. MR. EDROSA, THANK YOU AGAIN FOR 

TESTIFYING. DIRECTOR ARRIOLA SI YU’OS MA’ASE, MAYOR MEL, AND MR. 

BABASTRO, IT'S GOOD TO SEE YOU THIS MORNING. SO, MERRY CHRISTMAS TO 

THE PANEL. SI YU’OS MA’ASE, MADAM CHAIR. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

SENATOR GUMATAOTAO. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 
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YES. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, AND THANK YOU FOR THE PANEL FOR BEING 

WITH US THIS AFTERNOON. LET ME ASK THIS. RECOGNIZING THAT THE IN THE 

GOVERNOR'S VETO MESSAGE REGARDING A SIMILAR MEASURE FROM THE 

PREVIOUS LEGISLATURE WHERE SHE NOTED THAT WHILE THE BILL WOULD BE 

VETOED HER OFFICE WOULD WORK WITH DPHSS AND THE HEALTH CARE 

CENTER BOARD TO DEVELOP NEW LEGISLATION TO BRING GUAM LAW INTO 

COMPLIANCE WITH THE CURRENT FEDERAL PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS. WHAT 

INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE SINCE THE GOVERNOR'S MARCH 6, 2024 LETTER 

THAT'S 19 MONTHS REGARDING A DRAFT MEASURE? AND TO WHAT EXTENT HAS 

THE GOVERNOR'S OFFICE ENGAGED IN THE CREATION OR REVIEW OF BILL 169 

AS DRAFTED? 

MELISSA SAVARES 

WELL, WE HAVE THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH WHO 

IS SITTING NEXT TO US. SHE IS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR AND SO 

APPROVED BY THE LEGISLATURE. SHE IS A REPRESENTATIVE. WE ARE CO-

APPLICANTS AND THE LAST BILL ACTUALLY CITED HERSA'S GUIDELINES AND 

RULES. WHAT WE DID IS WE TOOK THAT YOU KNOW THE ACTUAL GUIDELINES 

OFF THE BILL AND SAID BECAUSE HERSA EVERY YEAR UPDATES THEIR 

GUIDELINES AND THEIR RULES AND 

REGULATIONS. SO, IF YOU CITE IT THIS YEAR, NEXT YEAR WHEN WE HAVE OUR 

POLICIES AND ISSUES CONFERENCE, IT'S GOING TO BE SOMETHING NEW AND WE 

ARE PART OF A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS. DR. 

CURI IS THE PRESIDENT. HE HAS BEEN HERE TO GUAM TO VISIT BOTH HEALTH 

CENTERS AND IS IN LINE WITH AS A MATTER OF FACT HE'S A GOOD FRIEND OF 

OURS NOW, RIGHT? WHEN HE SEES US HE'S EXCITED THAT GUAM IS THERE. HE 

UPDATES US AND PART AND SO THAT IS THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT THE BILL 

PREVIOUSLY CITED ALL THOSE GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS AND BECAUSE 

IT'S UPDATED. THIS BILL SAYS REFER TO THE CURRENT GUIDELINES AND WE'LL 

GET THE INFORMATION. SO, WE'RE ALL IN LINE WITH THAT AND THE 

GOVERNOR'S REPRESENTATIVE, OUR DIRECTOR ALSO AGREES. WE SHE TOO HAS 

ATTENDED OUR NATIONAL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE AND SEES THE UPDATES 

AND THE PROGRESS THAT WE'RE ACTUALLY IN LINE WITH THAT. HERSA. 

DPHSS 

IF I CAN JUST ADD IN ADDITION TO I AM A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE AND WE'VE BEEN WORKING VERY CLOSELY WITH THE 

MAYORS AND THE BOARD TO MAKE SURE THAT YOU KNOW WE'RE GOING 

DOWN THE PATH THE RIGHT WAY. THE GOVERNOR DEFINITELY WANTS TO SEE 

THE 

CHC AUTONOMOUS, BUT WHAT SHE DOESN'T WANT TO SEE IS THINGS 

EMBEDDED INTO THE LAW THAT EVERY TIME HERSA HAS A CHANGE THAT WE 

HAVE TO COME AND AMEND THE LAW. SO, IT'S KIND OF LIKE MORE OF A 
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BROADER PERSPECTIVE AND ALLOWING THE BOARD MEMBERS TO MAKE THOSE 

CHANGES IN THEIR POLICIES AND SOPS. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

AND TERESA, I'M NOT TRYING TO THROW COLD WATER ON IT, BUT I MEAN, IF AS 

WE ARE DEBATING POLICY, I GUESS MY CONCERN IS I DON'T WANT TO SEE A 

TELEGRAPH OF THE VETO MESSAGE WEEKS IN ADVANCE. IF IS THE OFFICE OF 

THE GOVERNOR ENGAGED IN THIS PARTICULAR MEASURE. I MEAN, THAT'S ALL 

THAT'S WHY I'M ASKING. IT'S IMPORTANT TO TRY TO GET IT AUTONOMOUS, BUT 

ONE THING IS TO SAY IT HERE AND YOU REPRESENT HER, BUT NOT THOSE GUYS 

UP THE STREET. SO, CAN YOU JUST THIS IS A VERY POLITICAL QUESTION.  

DPHSS 

I CAN SAY THAT I'VE TALKED TO THE GOVERNOR AND THE GOVERNOR'S 

UNDERSTANDS WHAT WE'VE BEEN WORKING ON AND YES, SHE'S SUPPORTING 

OF IT. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

OKAY, THAT'S CLEAR ENOUGH. OKAY, LET ME ASK YOU THIS. ONE IN 10 

AMERICANS UTILIZE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. SO, 

IF WE DID THE MATH, IT'S ABOUT 16,000 FOLKS OR SO THAT WOULD AVAIL 

THEMSELVES ON GUAM. IF YOU LOOK AT THE LATEST CENSUS NUMBERS, 

BUILDING ON THE DATA THAT WAS PROVIDED THROUGH THE LAST 

LEGISLATURE WITH RESPECT TO THE DECLINING NUMBER OF CHC PATIENTS, 

WHICH DROPPED FROM 11,592 IN 2019 TO 8,698 IN 2022 AND THE LATEST FIGURE 

OF 8,551IN 2023. WHAT DISCUSSIONS HAVE BEEN TAKEN PLAY OR HAVE TAKEN 

PLACE REGARDING THE VOLUME OF PATIENTS SEEKING PRIMARY AND URGENT 

CARE SERVICES AT CHC SITES VERSUS COUNTERPARTS IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR, 

THE FHPS, THE AMERICAN MEDICAL CENTER, THE SDAS OF THE WORLD? 

DPHSS 

YOU'RE CONCERNED ABOUT THE DECREASE IN THE IN THE USE. IS THAT THE 

QUESTION? 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

YES. 

DPHSS 

OKAY. SO, AND I'M SORRY, SENATOR. AND WHAT DISCUSSION HAVE WE HAD 

REGARDING INCREASING?  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

THE NUMBERS HAVE THE NUMBERS HAVE COME DOWN. SO, I MEAN IT SEEMS 

LIKE IT WASN'T THAT LONG AGO, MAYBE 20 YEARS AGO, WE DIDN'T HAVE THE 

ABILITY TO USE A CENTER. YOU ONLY HAD THREE WHAT A HOSPITAL, TWO 

CLINICS. NOW, YOU HAVE AN EXPANSION OF THAT. AND THANKS IN LARGE 

PART TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR PUSH OF THESE FOLKS. SO, THAT'S WHY I'M 

ASKING ABOUT THE UTILIZATION.  
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DPHSS 

SO, I THINK A LOT HAS TO DO WITH PROMOTION. AGAIN, THERE HAS NOT BEEN 

A REAL UNDERSTANDING IN THE COMMUNITY THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTERS IS A PRIMARY HEALTH CLINIC LIKE ANY OTHER PRIVATE CLINIC OUT 

THERE. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

RIGHT. I MEAN, IT WASN'T LOST ON ME EARLIER. YOU SAID YOU GUYS TAKE ALL 

INSURANCE. THAT'S WHY I'M THAT'S WHY I'M ASKING.  

DPHSS 

AND SO THAT'S WE TAKE ALL INSURANCE, BUT I DIDN'T EVEN KNOW THAT THE 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER TOOK ALL INSURANCE TWO YEARS AGO. AND I'M 

SURE PEOPLE WATCHING, SOME OF THEM DIDN'T EVEN KNOW BECAUSE THERE'S 

THIS MINDSET FOR WHATEVER REASON. I DON'T KNOW WHAT REASON. I NEVER 

KNEW I COULD ACCESS THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC MYSELF. SO, I THINK 

IT HAS A LOT TO DO WITH PROMOTING THAT WHAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CLINICS OR WHO THEY'RE OPEN TO AND THAT'S REALLY EVERYBODY. I THINK 

THAT WAS A CONCERN OF DECREASE. ANOTHER CONCERN IS THE IF IS THE 

NUMBER OF PHYSICIANS THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER HAS HAD. 

NOBODY YOU KNOW PEOPLE ON GUAM ESPECIALLY THE MANAMKO THEY 

WANT TO SEE A DOCTOR. SOME OF THEM ARE STILL KIND OF WEARY ABOUT A 

PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT OR THINGS LIKE THAT. THEY WANT TO SEE THE DOCTOR. 

SO, I THINK A DECREASE WAS BECAUSE WE DIDN'T HAVE A PERMANENT 

DOCTOR ASSIGNED TO THE SOUTH OR AND BUT AGAIN, AS I MENTIONED 

EARLIER, THERE'S BEEN AN UPTAKE ON NEW PROVIDERS COMING ONLINE AND 

DEFINITELY THE FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT WITH NEW PROVIDERS COMING 

ONLINE.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

OKAY, THANK YOU FOR THAT. AND THEN I'M JUST GOING TO JUST STICK ON 

THIS URGENT CARE ISSUE. AND IT'S THAT ALL ABOUT THAT INTEGRATION IF 

YOU WILL. AND IT HELPS TO FILL GAPS IN OUR HEALTH CARE SYSTEM QUITE 

HONESTLY. I MEAN I TAKE UMBRAGE WITH THE IDEA THAT YOU WANT TO 

DON'T WE'RE NOT MOVING ANYWHERE. TRUST ME BECAUSE IT'S A FANTASTIC 

FACILITY THAT'S JUST UNDERUTILIZED AND I SAW IT DURING THE PANDEMIC IN 

SUPPORT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND I KNOW THAT THE CAPABILITY IS 

SIGNIFICANT. SO DON'T MOVE ANYWHERE. BUT WITH THAT SAID, IT REALLY 

DOES PROVIDE A SAFETY NET IF WE EVER NEED ONE. AND IT IS THAT FRONT 

DOOR TO HEALTH CARE THAT I THINK THAT THESE YOUNG DOCTORS THAT ARE 

ALSO OR POTENTIAL DOCTORS ARE LOOKING FOR US TO EXPAND AND THAT'S 

WHY THEY'RE HERE SUPPORTING. BUT GOING BACK TO THIS IDEA OF URGENT 

CARE, IT'S BEING DONE ACROSS THE COUNTRY. IF THIS THING DOES PUSH 
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FORWARD, CAN WE PERHAPS SEE THIS URGENT CARE OR I GUESS URGENT CARE 

TO EXPAND AT OUR PUBLIC HEALTH CENTERS? 

MELISSA SAVARES 

OKAY. YEAH, I CAN GO AHEAD. YES, WE COULD EXPAND WITH THE ASSISTANCE 

WITH FUNDING BECAUSE WE DO NOT WE'RE A PRIMARY HEALTH CARE FACILITY 

BUT IF WE GET WE COULD JUSTIFY IT AS I EXPLAINED EARLIER WE COULD 

JUSTIFY THE NEED TO OPEN A URGENT CARE FACILITY IN THE SOUTH BECAUSE 

OF OUR DISTANCE TO THE NEAREST EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT.  

 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

WELL, I WASN'T GOING TO FOCUS ON THE SOUTH PRIMARILY AS ALL OF OUR 

COMMUNITY HEALTH.  

MELISSA SAVARES 

THE NORTH YOU HAVE AN URGENT CARE FACILITY. I MEAN AN EMERGENCY 

ROOM LESS THAN A MILE AWAY, RIGHT? SO YOU WOULD THE AMBULANCE OR 

EMERGENCY ROOM EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT IS THERE. WE WOULDN'T 

NECESSARILY OPEN A URGENT CARE FACILITY IN THE NORTH, BUT WE WOULD 

DEFINITELY DO IT FOR THE SOUTH. AND SENATOR TO GET BACK TO YOUR 

QUESTION ABOUT WHAT HAS PREVENTED US FROM INCREASING OUR PATIENT 

CARE. I WAS EXPLAINING TO THE CHALAN AMTE GROUP THAT BEFORE FROM 

APRIL TO AUGUST WE HAD AN INFLUX OF PATIENTS COMING IN WITH 

INSURANCE AS WELL REGULAR INSURANCE TO GET THEIR PHYSICAL EXAMS 

FOR SCHOOL AND THEIR IMMUNIZATIONS. RIGHT. OUR WHOLE OUR SETBACK 

WHAT WE'VE HAD PROBLEMS WITH IS A PROCUREMENT PROCESS. WE'VE HAD 

REQUISITIONS AT GSA FOR MAYBE OVER A YEAR. IT EVEN LAPSED. WE HAD TO 

LIQUIDATE THE FUNDING LAST YEAR BECAUSE WE WERE NOT ABLE TO GET 

OUR VACCINES FOR REGULAR PATIENTS. WHAT HAPPENS IS WE HAVE 

IMMUNIZATIONS FOR THOSE THAT ARE ON MIP, MEDICAID, AND UNINSURED. 

BUT WHEN WE GET PATIENTS THAT COME IN, SO WHEN THEY COME IN FOR THE 

PHYSICALS, THOSE ON MIP MEDICAID AND THOSE UNINSURED COME IN FOR 

THEIR PHYSICAL EXAMS, THEY CAN GET THEIR IMMUNIZATIONS BECAUSE 

THOSE ARE THE IMMUNIZATIONS AND VACCINES THAT WE HAVE FOR THOSE 

PATIENTS. BUT WHEN YOU HAVE PATIENTS COMING IN WHO ARE ON SELECT 

CARE, STAY WELL, FHP, WE CAN'T USE THOSE VACCINES. SO, YOU KNOW, IT'S A 

SEPARATE FUNDING SOURCE. AND SO, LIKE DR. BOB WOULD SAY, I'M NOT 

GOING TO DO A PHYSICAL AND THEN TELL THEM TO GO TO SDA TO GET THEIR 

FISH SHOTS. THEY'RE JUST GOING TO GO TO A PLACE WHERE THEY CAN GET 

ONE-STOP SERVICE FOR ALL. RIGHT? SO THOSE PATIENTS WE LOST IN THAT 

APRIL TO AUGUST GAP WHERE WE DO THOSE TYPES OF SERVICES BECAUSE YOU 

KNOW THEY WOULD GO TO A PARENT WHO HAS THREE KIDS THAT NEED TO GET 

THEIR UPDATED IMMUNIZATIONS FOR SCHOOL ARE GOING TO GO TO A ONE-
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STOP FACILITY AND WE WEREN'T ABLE TO DO THAT BECAUSE OF 

PROCUREMENT OUR SUPPLIES AND MEDICATION THAT WE WERE STUCK IN 

PROCUREMENT. THAT'S WHY WITH THIS IT GIVES US THE FINANCIAL 

FLEXIBILITY TO HAVE THAT COME UNDER OUR CARE AS AN AUTONOMOUS 

AGENCY.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

ALRIGHT. THANK YOU MAYOR. I HAVE ONE LAST QUESTION MADAM CHAIR. I 

THINK IT WAS IN THE IN THE PDN MAY 6TH WHICH REPORTED A RECEIPT OF 

PUBLIC HEALTH OF A $6 MILLION HEALTH RESOURCES AND SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION SERVICE AREA COMPETITION GRANT TO EXPAND ACCESS TO 

PRIMARY CARE AND PREVENTATIVE SERVICES FOR UNDERSERVED 

POPULATIONS. WHAT EFFORTS ARE BEING MADE TO APPLY SOME OF THOSE 

RESOURCES FROM THE HERSA GRANT TOWARDS INCREASING PRIMARY AND 

PREVENTIVE CARE AND HOPEFULLY RELIEVE SOME OF THE PRESSURE OFF OF 

GMH AND GRMC AND THEIR ER DEPARTMENTS. 

 

MELISSA SAVARES 

WHAT WE WERE GRANTED, WE HAVE A THREE-YEAR SAC GRANT, WHICH IS A 

SERVICE AREA GRANT COMPETITION GRANT, AND WE HAVE A THREE-YEAR 

WHICH EXPIRES IN 2028.AND SO, IT'S STILL COMPETITIVE BUT WE WERE 

AWARDED THAT JUST LAST YEAR. SO, YOU KNOW WE'RE GOOD FOR THREE 

YEARS WHEN IF THIS YOU KNOW WE KNOW THAT THIS IS GOING TO PASS. WE 

PRAY THAT IT'S GOING TO PASS RIGHT. YOU'RE GOING TO GIVE US A GOOD 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

THE GOVERNOR WENT UNDER SESSION AFTER THE YEAR. CHRISTMAS IS IN 

JANUARY.  

MELISSA SAVARES 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IS WHEN THE THREE YEARS BEFORE THE THREE YEARS IS 

UP, WE'LL APPLY UNDER 

THE AUTONOMOUS AGENCY. AND IT'S COMPETITIVE, BUT AS LONG AS WE'RE 

DOING OUR JOB, TAKING CARE OF OUR PEOPLE AS PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 

FACILITY WITH PROVIDERS THAT COME TO US, WE WOULD BE ABLE TO 

INCREASE THOSE NUMBERS.  

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

OH, THANK YOU SO MUCH, MAYOR. THANK YOU FOR THE PANEL. YOU HAD ONE 

THING TO SAY. I'M SORRY.  

KAI AKIMOTO 

SENATOR GUMATAOTAO, IF I MAY JUST COMMENT ON THE MATTER OF 

UTILIZATION. I THINK IT'S BEEN CLEARLY STATED THAT PROCUREMENT AND 

HIRING WERE ABSOLUTELY PRAGMATIC LIMITATIONS THAT MAY HAVE DRIVEN 
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DOWN UTILIZATION OF THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS, BUT I THINK IT 

CANNOT BE UNDERSTATED THAT THERE ARE VERY VALID REASONS WHY 

PATIENTS MAY NOT BE ACTIVELY SEEKING HEALTHCARE ON THEIR OWN AND 

MAY GET TO A POINT WHERE THEY HAVE CHRONIC CONDITIONS THEY'RE 

UNAWARE OF THAT, YOU KNOW, SNOWBALL INTO A PLACE WHERE THEY GO TO 

THE HOSPITAL. I THINK THAT THERE'S AN A LOT OF OPTIMISM AROUND THIS 

BILL AND THAT IT MAY GET PASSED, BUT THERE ARE DEFINITELY PROGRAMS 

THAT FOCUS ON PATIENT ENGAGEMENT, CREATING SERVICES THAT ARE 

CERTAINLY MORE ACCESSIBLE AND MEETING PATIENTS WHERE THEY'RE AT 

THAT THIS COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER IS ABSOLUTELY I THINK POSTURED TO 

DO BUT IS CERTAINLY GOING TO BE NEEDING MORE SUPPORT MOVING 

FORWARD. AND SO, I THINK AS THEY ARE GAINING AUTONOMY, IT'S YOU CAN 

EASILY SEE THE SITUATION WHERE THE ASK MAY COME BACK TO THE 

LEGISLATURE, COME BACK TO THE GOVERNMENT WHERE THEY WILL NEED 

THIS SUPPORT. AND I STRONGLY URGE THAT THAT BE KEPT IN MIND THAT 

THERE'S CERTAINLY STILL, AS BEEN VOCALIZED HERE, A LOT MORE WORK TO 

DO. AND A LOT OF IT IS GOING TO BE CENTERED AROUND ADDRESSING THE 

UNDERUTILIZATION. BUT I DON'T THINK THAT THESE NUMBERS SPECIFICALLY 

SPEAK TO PERHAPS THE OMPETENCY OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE 

COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER, BUT MAY SPEAK TO AN UNDERLYING PERHAPS 

DISCOURAGEMENT THAT THE COMMUNITY MIGHT BE FEELING TOWARDS 

HEALTHCARE. AND SO MANY WAYS THAT WE CAN ADDRESS THAT. WE'RE 

CERTAINLY WORKING WITH THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER TO DO THAT. 

BUT PLEASE CONSIDER THAT AS YOU MOVE ALONG IN PAST. 

SENATOR SHAWN GUMATAOTAO 

NO. AND FOR CONSIDERATION, I'VE ALWAYS FELT THAT GOVERNMENT CAN'T 

BE ALL THINGS TO ALL PEOPLE. AND GOING BACK TO THE PANDEMIC, IT WAS 

PRETTY CLEAR THAT PEOPLE WERE MAKING DECISIONS THAT HAD NOTHING TO 

DO WITH GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION, BUT HAD EVERYTHING TO DO WITH 

WHAT THEY FELT WAS LIKE, I SHOULD I GET THIS TYPE OF CARE. FEAR HAD A 

LOT TO DO WITH IT. BUT UNLESS WE DO A BETTER JOB OF EDUCATING FOLKS 

THAT THEY PROVIDE THE SERVICE, THEN THEY'RE GOING TO CONTINUE TO BE 

AT THEIR HOMES, PICK A VILLAGE, THEY WILL NEVER COME OUT. THANK YOU, 

MADAM CHAIR, FOR THE TIME. THANK YOU FOR YOUR GUYS' TIME TODAY. 

APPRECIATE YOU.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR GUMATAOTAO. SENATOR TERLAJE MAY CLOSE ON YOUR 

BILL. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

THANK YOU AGAIN. I'M VERY GRATEFUL. IF I COULD JUST ASK A COUPLE 

QUESTIONS OR JUST TALK ABOUT A LITTLE BIT ABOUT THE USAGE. IT'S MY 
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UNDERSTANDING THAT WHEN COVID CAME THESE CENTERS WERE PRETTY 

MUCH SHUT DOWN AND REPRIORITIZED FOR USE FOR OUR VACCINATIONS AND 

OTHER THINGS. AND SO, WE HAVE YEARS OF YOU KNOW ALMOST LIKE THE 

SCHOOL CHILDREN WE'VE SEEN THOSE WHO WENT THROUGH THAT PERIOD 

MISS CERTAIN THINGS AND I FEEL LIKE WE HAVE A WHOLE SET OF YEARS 

THERE WHERE PEOPLE WERE JUST LIKE YOU SAID THEY DON'T GO TO THE 

DOCTOR FOR VARIOUS REASONS AND NOW THEY'RE NOT IN THAT YEAH LIKE A 

SYSTEM FOR THEMSELVES YOU KNOW GOING TO THE DOCTOR REGULARLY. IT 

BECAME SOMETHING WE WERE TERRIFIED OF AT FOR A CERTAIN POINT. SO, I 

DON'T KNOW MANY BUT I FEEL VERY CONFIDENT BASED ON JUST MY OWN 

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND I WANTED TO ASK YOU ALL WHAT YOU THINK. IT'S 

VERY DIFFICULT TO BECOME A NEW PATIENT OF ANYONE'S. THEY'RE ALL 

BOOKED. THE DOCTORS ARE FULLY AT CAPACITY. IT SEEMS THE CLINICS WILL 

ASK YOU IF YOU ARE NEW. IF YOU'RE NOT, IT'S VERY HARD TO GET AN 

APPOINTMENT AND EVEN IF YOU'RE NOT NEW, VERY HARD TO GET 

APPOINTMENTS FOR SOMETHING YOU WANT TO GO IN SAME DAY OR NEXT DAY 

EVEN, RIGHT? SO, I FEEL LIKE WE HAVE NO ISSUE WITH MEETING OR YOU 

UTILIZING THESE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS. AND I GUESS I JUST WANTED 

TO HEAR YOUR THOUGHTS WHEN YOU SAID YOU KNOW SOME OF THE 

MEDICAID SERVICES HAD DECLINED AND PERHAPS BECAUSE OF THE DECLINING 

OPERATION. YEAH, I THINK IN OUR MEMORIES WHAT WE HAVE FROM IS 

THEY'RE CLOSED. THEY WERE CLOSED AND PARTICULARLY THE SOUTH, RIGHT? 

CLOSED AND IT WE REALLY HAVE TO MAKE AN EFFORT TO TO MAKE IT BE 

KNOWN INHERENTLY THAT THEY ARE OPEN AND YOU KNOW YOU CAN THRIVE 

THERE, RIGHT? SO YEAH, IT'S JUST BEEN REALLY STRUGGLING FOR A WHILE 

NOW. SOME OF THE SERVICES WERE CLOSED. BUT DO YOU THINK UTILIZATION 

IN THE LONG TERM SHOULD BE AN ISSUE OR I THINK IF WE CAN EXPAND 

UTILIZATION. 

KAI AKIMOTO 

I THINK FOR THE REASONS MENTIONED SO FAR YOU VERY PRACTICAL 

REGARDING HAVING ENOUGH SERVICES HAVING ENOUGH MEDICINE AND 

SUPPLIES AND OF COURSE HAVING ENOUGH STAFF BEING NURSING AND 

PHYSICIANS. I THINK ACROSS THE COUNTRY EVEN IN MAJOR METROPOLITAN 

AREAS THIS ISSUE OF FINDING A PRIMARY CARE DOCTOR YOU CAN ASK THEM 

THEY IT'LL BE SIX MONTHS OUT THEY'RE FULL. SO, BUT I THINK WHAT THE 

CHC'S ACROSS THE NATION BUT PARTICULARLY HERE ON GUAM IS I GUESS 

POSITIONED THEY'RE UNIQUELY POSITIONED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 

OPPORTUNITY OF THEIR NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORP SCHOLARSHIP I 

GUESS SITE RECOGNITION. THERE ARE OTHER PLACES ON ISLAND THAT HAVE I 

GUESS ACCOMPLISHED GETTING THIS DESIGNATION BUT THE AS A FEDERALLY 

QUALIFIED HEALTH CENTER THEY HAVE THE HIGHEST HIPSA SCORE IS WHAT 
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IT'S CALLED. I'M A NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE COURSE SCHOLARSHIP 

RECIPIENT AS WELL. AND I CAN TELL YOU THAT WHEN YOU ASK THE PROGRAM 

COORDINATORS ABOUT THIS, WHERE WHAT ARE MY OPTIONS FOR GOING TO 

YOU KNOW SATISFYING MY SERVICE REQUIREMENT, 

IT OFTEN COMES DOWN TO THAT SCORE. AND SO, THEY HAVE ONE OF THE 

HIGHEST SCORES AVAILABLE. SO, THEY HAVE THIS WHOLE POOL OF HEALTH 

PROFESSIONS, NOT JUST PHYSICIANS, BUT THESE ARE NURSES, THESE ARE 

PSYCHOLOGISTS, THESE ARE DENTISTS AS WELL THAT THEY MAY BE ABLE TO 

UTILIZE. BUT AGAIN, IT COMES DOWN TO I GUESS SOME OF THE OBSTRUCTIONS 

REGARDING THE HIRING PROCESS, GUARANTEEING THAT THEY'RE GOING TO 

HAVE THE SUPPLIES NECESSARY AND THE EQUIPMENT NECESSARY TO SEE 

PATIENTS IN THE WAY THAT THEY'RE TRAINED. AND SO, I DO THINK THAT, YOU 

KNOW, THROUGH THE EDUCATION INITIATIVES, WE WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE 

THE PUBLIC AND THE COMMUNITY AWARE THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH 

CENTER IS OPEN. I THINK WHAT MAY BE VERY IMPORTANT IS WHEN WE THEY 

DO GIVE US THAT CHANCE TO EARN THEIR TRUST BACK THAT WE DON'T 

UNDERPERFORM AND THAT WE HAVE WE ARE IN A POSITION TO SATISFY THEIR 

EXPECTATIONS. SO THAT'S WHAT THIS BILL AIMS TO DO. AS MENTIONED 

THERE'S A LOT OF WORK TO DO BUT I THINK WE'RE ALL HERE AND MOTIVATED 

TO WORK ALONGSIDE THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS TO DO SO. BUT 

HOPEFULLY THAT ANSWERS YOUR QUESTION.  

MELISSA SAVARES 

SPEAKER, SENATOR TERLAJE, ANOTHER THING IS THAT WE HAVE A HIGH 

NUMBER OF NO-SHOWS. SO, WHAT WE DO IS WE DO ACCEPT WALK-INS AND 

THEN SOMETIMES WE BUT DOUBLE BOOK BECAUSE SHOULD SOMEBODY NOT 

SHOW UP, WE TAKE THAT WALK-IN IN. SO, YOU KNOW, JUST TO INCREASE OUR 

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE PROVIDERS AND LIKE WE SAID, NOW WE HAVE MORE 

PROVIDERS THAT ARE THERE. WE HAVE A FULL-TIME INTERNAL MEDICINE 

DOCTOR. DR. PAULINO IS AT THE SOUTH FOUR DAYS A WEEK. SO, HE CAN SEE 

ADULTS. BEFORE WE HAD JUST PEDIATRICS. SO, AN ADULT WOULD COME IN 

AND SAY I DON'T FEEL WELL BUT WE CAN'T SEE THEM BECAUSE IT'S ONLY A 

PEDIATRICIAN THERE. NOW WE HAVE FULL-TIME INTERNAL MEDICINE DOCTOR. 

 

DPHSS 

YEAH. I THINK THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT. I THINK THE MORE OF US THAT 

CONTINUE TO TELL PEOPLE WE MEET THAT THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER 

IS A PRIMARY HEALTH CENTER THAT IS OPEN AND ACCEPTS ALL INSURANCES. I 

THINK WE'LL CHANGE THE MINDSET BECAUSE HONESTLY I'M ONE SENATOR 

THERES THAT WAS EXACTLY LIKE YOU. MY CLINIC CLOSED AND IT TOOK ME 

THREE MONTHS TO FIND A DOCTOR A PRIMARY DOCTOR. NOW I'M THAT WAS A 

COUPLE YEARS AGO. IF I KNEW THAT THE CLINIC IN THE NORTH COULD TAKE 
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MY INSURANCE, I WOULD HAVE HAD A PRIMARY DOCTOR SOONER. SO, YOU 

KNOW, IT'S SOMETHING THAT I'VE TALKED ABOUT ON THE BOARD MEETINGS 

TO THE CEO THAT IT'S REALLY ABOUT WE CAN BE OPEN, BUT IF NOBODY 

KNOWS THAT WE'RE OPEN AND THAT WE'RE THERE TO SERVE, NOBODY WILL 

COME. SO, I THINK MORE OF US THAT TELL PEOPLE, HEY, YOU'RE LOOKING FOR 

A DOCTOR, YOU KNOW, GO THE COMMUNITY HEALTH CLINIC IS LIKE ANY 

OTHER CLINIC ON GUAM. IT'S OPEN TO SERVE AND IT'S OPEN WITH PHYSICIANS 

AND STAFF AND SUPPLIES AND WE JUST HAVE TO MAKE SURE THAT THEY'RE 

AVAILABLE WHEN PEOPLE COME IN. SO, THE FUTURE IS VERY BRIGHT. THANK 

YOU SO MUCH. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

AGAIN, THANK YOU. AND YES, WE DO NOT WANT TO UNDERPERFORM. WE WANT 

TO GIVE THEM FULL CAPABILITIES TO PERFORM TO THEIR UTMOST CAPABILITY 

TO BRING BACK THOSE PATIENTS THAT WERE EVEN LOST WHEN THE MANGILAO 

FACILITY CLOSED. WE HEARD TESTIMONIAL STATISTICS ON THAT AND SO AND 

THEN THOSE THAT WE'VE LOST WHEN WE CLOSED FOR COVID AND THOSE THAT 

WE JUST KNOW HAVE COME UP NOW FOR THEIR ADULTS NOW, NEW PATIENTS 

THAT WE NEED TO SERVICE. SO, VERY EXCITED. THANK YOU AGAIN. REALLY 

APPRECIATE THE REAL HARD WORK THAT YOU ALL ARE DOING.  

MELISSA SAVARES 

YEAH. SENATOR, ON ANOTHER NOTE, IN MY TESTIMONY, I DID ASK THAT ON 

PAGE 18 OF THE BILL WHERE TAX GARNISHMENT FOR THOSE THAT OWE TO THE 

HEALTH CENTERS. YOU KNOW. 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

YOU WANT THAT. 

MELISSA SAVARES 

YES, WE WANT THAT ADDED BACK INTO THE TO THE BILL.  

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

OKAY. ALRIGHT.  

MELISSA SAVARES 

AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 

PRIORITY IS THOSE THAT OWE CHILD SUPPORT. THEN SECOND IS THE GMH AND 

THEN WE WOULD BE THIRD. BUT IF THERE'S ANYBODY THAT STILL HAS TAX 

THAT HAS A DEBT THAT THEIR TAX WILL BE GARNISHED TO PAY OFF THAT 

DEBT AND WE WILL HAVE WITH A CFO WE WILL HAVE ACCURATE RECORDS 

WITH TO KEEP US IN TRACK WITH THAT. THANK YOU.  

 

SENATOR THERESE TERLAJE 

OKAY. I THINK WE THOUGHT IT WAS INCLUDED ON PAGE 13 UNDER THE LINE 

FIVE THE COLLECTION AND TAX REFUND GARNISHMENTS. SO, WE GIVE THAT 

AUTHORITY TO THE BOARD, BUT I'LL LOOK AGAIN WITH IF WE SHOULD JUST 
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RESTORE THAT LANGUAGE AND I APPRECIATE THE LANGUAGE FROM THE 

DIRECTOR REGARDING PROTECTION OF THE FUNDS FOR THIS INTERIM PERIOD 

SO THAT THEY'RE NOT USED ANYWHERE ELSE. I APPRECIATE THAT AND WE'LL 

LOOK VERY CAREFULLY. IF YOU ANY OF YOU WANTS TO SUBMIT YOUR 

TESTIMONY IN WRITING, PLEASE DO. VERY EXCELLENT TESTIMONY. THANK 

YOU ALL AND AGAIN, THANK YOU ALL FOR YOUR WORK AND THANK YOU FOR 

HAVING THIS HEARING, MADAM CHAIR, AND FOR CO-SPONSORING THE BILL 

WITH ME. THANK YOU.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR TERLAJE. AND AGAIN, THANK YOU TO THE PANEL FOR 

TESTIFYING IN SUPPORT OF BILL 169. WE WILL GO THROUGH THE MARKUP 

PROCESS AND COMPLETE THE COMMITTEE REPORT AND AGAIN HOPEFULLY GET 

IT ONTO SESSION AGENDA. AGAIN, WELCOME HOME TO THE MEDICAL 

STUDENTS THAT ARE PART OF CHALAN AMTE. I UNDERSTAND YOU GUYS HAVE 

AN EVENT THIS SATURDAY, RIGHT? CHAT WITH COFFEE AND CHAT WITH THE 

LOCAL MEDICAL STUDENTS THIS SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20TH, 9:00 A.M. TO 12:00 

P.M. TAMUNING INFUSION. ALRIGHT. AND HOPEFULLY YOU'LL ALSO BE HERE 

THIS FRIDAY TO TESTIFY AND PARTICIPATE IN THE ROUND TABLE MEETING ON 

MEDICAL MALE PRACTICE. WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE AND GET YOUR 

PERSPECTIVE. I KNOW MASON, YOU CAME TO THE LAST ONE, SO THINGS I THINK 

WILL BE BETTER DURING THIS ROUND TABLE. AND THAT CONCLUDES OUR 

PUBLIC HEARING ON BILL 169. WE ARE NOW GOING TO MOVE ON TO YES. OH 

YES, WE'RE GOING TO MOVE ON NOW TO BILL 215. SENATOR VINCE BORJA, YOU 

MAY OPEN ON YOUR BILL.  

 

SENATOR VINCE BORJA 

HAFA ADAI, AND GOOD MORNING EVERYBODY. THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE. 

THOSE WHO CAME TO TESTIFY, THANK FOR BEING PATIENT. THANK YOU, 

MADAM CHAIR, AND THANK YOU TO MY COLLEAGUES WHO HAS JOINED US 

TODAY. I APPRECIATE THE OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT MY OPENING REMARKS 

ON BILL 215-38. THIS BILL COMES FROM LISTENING. LISTENING TO STUDENTS, 

PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS WHO HAVE SHARED A 

LONG-STANDING REALITY. WE HAVE PLACED RESPONSIBILITIES ON STUDENTS 

THAT SHOULD NEVER HAVE BEEN THEIRS TO CARRY. FOR MANY YEARS, 

STUDENTS ON GUAM HAVE BEEN EXPECTED TO RAISE MONEY TO JUST HAVE A 

DECENT GRADUATION TO PAY FOR VENUES AND BASIC CEREMONIES. THAT 

RESPONSIBILITY DOES NOT BELONG TO STUDENTS. IT BELONGS TO US. AND 

GRADUATION IS ONLY ONE EXAMPLE. STUDENT FUNDRAISING SUPPORTS 

ACADEMIC CLUBS, ATHLETICS, CULTURAL PROGRAMS, LEADERSHIP 

DEVELOPMENT, COMPETITIONS, TRAINING, AND ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

THAT CONTRIBUTE TO A HEALTHY LEARNING ENVIRONMENT. THESE EFFORTS 
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ARE ESSENTIAL TO STUDENT SUCCESS. YET, WE OFTEN REQUIRE STUDENTS TO 

NAVIGATE UNNECESSARY BARRIERS BEFORE THEY CAN EVEN RAISE FUNDS. WE 

MUST ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THE BROADER CONDITIONS OUR SCHOOL ARE 

OPERATING UNDER. MANY SCHOOLS ARE ON DOUBLE, SOME ARE ON DOUBLE 

SESSIONS, LACK ADEQUATE FACILITIES, NOT BECAUSE OF FAILURES BY 

STUDENTS OR TEACHERS, BUT BECAUSE WE HAVE NOT CONSISTENTLY 

MAINTAIN OR INVESTED IN SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE OVER TIME. WHEN 

SCHOOLS CANNOT RELY ON THEIR OWN FIELDS, GYMNASIUMS, OR SPACES, 

STUDENTS ARE LEFT TO FILL THE GAPS. THAT IS NOT APPROPRIATE AND IT'S 

NOT FAIR. BILL 215 OFFERS A PRACTICAL AND REASONABLE CORRECTION. IT 

WAVES SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS WHILE 

PRESERVING ALL HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARDS. THIS ALLOWS STUDENTS 

TO KEEP THE MONEY THEY RAISED AND INVEST IT BACK INTO THEIR PROGRAMS 

AND SCHOOL COMMUNITIES. I WANT TO NOTE FOR THE RECORD THAT THE 

FISCAL NOTE ALSO REFLECTS AN ESTIMATED ANNUAL COLLECTION OF OVER 

JUST $3,000 IN FEES. THIS UNDERSCORES THAT THE ISSUE BEFORE US IS NOT ONE 

OF FISCAL IMPACT, BUT ONE OF PRINCIPAL POLICY ALIGNMENT IN STUDENT 

SUPPORT. I WANT TO BE IN TRANSPARENT THAT I INTEND TO PROPOSE AN 

AMENDMENT TO STRENGTHEN THIS MEASURE BY ADDRESSING THE SERVE SAFE 

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOOL-BASED FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES AS 

WELL. I LOOK FORWARD TO TESTIMONY THAT WILL HELP US REFINE THIS BILL 

AND ENSURE IT'S IMPLEMENTED IN A WAY THAT IS CLEAR, CONSISTENT, AND 

SUPPORTIVE OF OUR SCHOOLS AND OUR STUDENTS. TODAY'S HEARING IS AN 

OPPORTUNITY FOR COLLABORATION. I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING ON HOW 

WE CAN IMPROVE AND SUPPORT STUDENT LED ACTIVITIES ACROSS GUAM. BUT 

BEFORE I CONCLUDE, I NEED TO APOLOGIZE IN ADVANCE BECAUSE I NEED TO 

STEP OUT OF THIS HEARING BECAUSE I DIDN'T ANTICIPATE THAT IT WAS GOING 

TO EXTEND PAST LUNCH AND I HAVE A COMMITMENT WITH SOME STUDENTS AT 

SIMON SANCHEZ AND THEIR STAFF. SO, PLEASE KNOW THAT MY INTENT IS NOT 

TO DISENGAGE FROM THIS DISCUSSION BUT TO HONOR COMMITMENT MADE TO 

OUR STUDENT AND EDUCATORS. THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, AND I LOOK 

FORWARD TO THE TESTIMONY. SI YU’OS MA’ASE. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR BORJA. WE WILL BEGIN WITH PUBLIC TESTIMONY. WE'LL 

BEGIN TO MY RIGHT. KIANA. 

KIANA ARDIENTE 

BUENAS AND HAFA ADAI. I JUST WANT TO RECOGNIZE AND THANK YOU GUYS 

BOTH FOR GIVING ME 

THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TODAY. LEGISLATIVE SECRETARY SABRINA SALAS 

MATANANE AND OF COURSE, SENATOR VINCENT BORJA. MY NAME IS KIANA 

ARDIENTE AND I AM THE 64TH STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
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PRESIDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GUAM. AND I JUST WANT TO ALSO STATE 

THAT I STRONGLY SUPPORT BILL NUMBER 215-38 WHICH PROPOSES THE WAIVER 

OF SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS. I ALSO WANT TO 

MAKE A QUICK SHOUT OUT TO MY PROFESSOR SHUROG BAJANI. I'M SUPPOSED 

TO BE AT HIS CLASS RIGHT NOW, BUT HE'S GIVING ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO 

COME AND YOU KNOW PROVIDE TESTIMONY. WHILE THE STUDENT 

GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION DOES NOT TYPICALLY ENGAGE IN FUNDRAISING 

ITSELF, WE PROUDLY HOST LARGE SCALE CAMPUS EVENTS FROM WELCOME 

BACK TRITON FEST WHICH IS HAPPENING THIS THURSDAY DECEMBER 18 FROM 

5:30 P.M.TO 9:00 P.M. AND IT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. SO, IF YOU'RE FREE, COME 

BY AND ATTEND. AND MOST NOTABLY CHARTER DAY, ONE OF THE MOST 

ANTICIPATED EVENTS OF THE YEAR. AND CHARTER DAY PROVIDES AN 

OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS TO FUNDRAISE SHOWCASE THEIR 

MISSION MISSIONS AND ENGAGE WITH THE CAMPUS AND GREATER 

COMMUNITY. AND JUST TO SHARE MY EXPERIENCE, THIS PAST YEAR IN THE 

MONTH OF MARCH, WE DID HAVE OUR CHARTER DAY AND AS SGA, RIGHT, OUR 

ROLE HERE IS TO ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF THE STUDENT BODY AND WE 

NEVER AIM TO CHARGE ANY OF OUR STUDENTS WHO WISH TO ATTEND OUR 

EVENTS OR TO FUND RAISE AT OUR EVENTS. BUT AGAIN, DURING CHARTER DAY 

OF EARLIER THIS YEAR WE FOUND OUT THAT ALL STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS 

THAT WERE PARTICIPATING IN CHARTER DAY THEY HAD TO PAY A TEMPORARY 

SANITARY PERMIT FEE. AND AGAIN, I WANT TO GO BACK TO THE FACT THAT WE 

NEVER WANT TO CHARGE OUR STUDENTS. SO, WHAT SGA HAD TO DO AT THE 

TIME WAS PAY FOR THOSE  TEMPORARY SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR ALL OF 

THE STUDENT ORGS PARTICIPATING AND MANY OF THEM THERE WERE A LOT 

OF THEM. SO, STUDENT LEADERS ALREADY SHOULDER BIG FINANCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY WHEN ORGANIZING FUNDRAISERS. THEY PERSONALLY AND 

COLLECTIVELY INVEST IN SUPPLIES, MATERIALS, AND LOGISTICS IN ORDER TO 

OPERATE SUCCESSFUL EVENTS. ON TOP OF THESE COSTS, STUDENT 

ORGANIZATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO PAY A TEMPORARY SANITARY PERMIT FEE 

OF APPROXIMATELY $50 TO $100. I MIGHT BE WRONG. PLEASE CORRECT ME IF I 

AM. WHICH CAN BE A BURDEN PARTICULARLY FOR SMALLER OR NEWER 

ORGANIZATIONS WITH LIMITED BUDGETS. IT IS ALSO IMPORTANT TO 

RECOGNIZE THAT STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS DO NOT FUNDRAISE SOLELY FOR 

INTERNAL PURPOSES. MANY OF THESE EFFORTS DIRECTLY SUPPORT 

PHILANTHROPIC INITIATIVES, INCLUDING DONATIONS TO NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATIONS, COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROJECTS, AND SERVICE-BASED 

PROGRAMS THAT GIVE BACK TO GUAM. THESE STUDENTS ARE NOT ONLY 

LEARNING LEADERSHIP AND FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY, BUT THEY ARE ALSO 

ACTIVELY CONTRIBUTING TO THE WELL-BEING OF OUR ISLAND. WAIVING THE 

TEMPORARY SANITARY PERMIT FEE FOR STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS WOULD 
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REMOVE A BARRIER TO PARTICIPATION IN ENCOURAGE CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

AND EMPOWER STUDENTS TO CONTINUE SERVING THEIR COMMITMENTS 

WITHOUT UNNECESSARY FINANCIAL WORRY. ONCE AGAIN, I STRONGLY 

SUPPORT THIS BILL AND THANK SENATOR BORJA FOR HIS THOUGHTFULNESS 

AND COMMITMENT TO SUPPORTING STUDENTS AND SI YU’OS MA’ASE FOR 

GIVING ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK TODAY. AND I THANK YOU ALL FOR 

ALL THAT YOU DO FOR THE ISLAND OF GUAM. THANK YOU AGAIN. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, KIANA. MR. MONFORTE. 

 

SEAN MONFORTE 

YES, I'M SEAN MANFORTE FROM DOE FOOD NUTRITION SERVICE MANAGEMENT 

DIVISION. I AM IN SUPPORT OF THIS BILL. I DO LIKE THE WAY IT IS STRUCTURED 

THAT THEY'RE STILL REQUIRED TO GET THE SENATE THE HEALTH 

CERTIFICATES AND EVERYTHING ELSE. WHAT FOR THE SCHOOLS THOUGH, 

THEY NEED I THINK THEY SHOULD PUT SOME VERBIAGE IN THERE FOR DOE 

SCHOOLS THAT THEY NEED TO FOLLOW THE CFR REGULATIONS ON WHAT THEY 

SELL DURING THE SCHOOL HOURS BECAUSE THAT COULD JEOPARDIZE THE 

SCHOOL FOOD PROGRAMS. SORRY, I'M JUST REALLY IN FAVOR FOR THE BILL 

THOUGH, BUT. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

OKAY. ALL RIGHT. THANK YOU. AND I'LL ALLOW MR.BALBASTRO TO GO 

TESTIFY. 

CHARLIE BALBASTRO 

GOOD AFTERNOON, MORNING AND HAFA ADAI MEMBERS OF THE 38 GUAM 

LEGISLATURE, OUR FELLOW ME MEMBERS TESTIFYING IN THIS HEARING AND 

FELLOW AUDIENCE MEMBERS. I STAND HERE ONCE AGAIN AND AGAIN TO 

SPEAK ON SENATOR VINCENT AV BORJA'S BILL RELATIVE TO ADDING A NEW 

SUBSECTION E TO SUBSECTION 21103 OF CHAPTER 21 DIVISION 2 TITLE 10 GUAM 

CODE ANNOTATED WAVING THE SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT LED 

FUNDRAISERS. I EXPRESS MY FULL SUPPORT FOR SENATOR BORJA'S BILL AS IT 

SPEAKS TO SANITARY PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS FROM 

THEIR RESPECTIVE SCHOOLS ON GUAM. THIS SHOWS A SIGNIFICANT 

BACKGROUND ON THE PREVIOUS UNSANITARY CASES OF ROACH AND MICE 

INFESTATIONS IN CERTAIN FACILITIES OF GUAM'S CAMPUSES WHICH ARE 

FINEGAYAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SUSPENDED THEIR CAFETERIA PERMITS DUE 

TO BUG AND ANIMAL INFESTATIONS BEING FOUND DURING INSPECTION ON 

JUNE 24TH OF 2025. RECEIVING A C- RATING DURING SANITARY PUBLIC HEALTH 

INSPECTION WITH 27 MERITS FOUND IN PRICE ELEMENTARY DURING THE 

SUMMER OF THE OF THIS YEAR. RATS WERE FOUND ROASTED INSIDE A 

CAFETERIA HOT TRAY AT FINEGAYAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL AND FOR THE 
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VERY MOST SOUTHERN HIGH THE SCHOOL I GRADUATED LAST SCHOOL YEAR 

AS A CLASS OF 2025 RECEIVES A D-RATING DURING PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTION 

COUPLE OF YEARS AGO. SEEING THESE CASES RISING IS VERY EYE-CATCHING 

AMONGST ALL OF US AND MYSELF INCLUDING STUDENTS, FACULTY, STAFF, 

ADMINISTRATORS AND SOME ALUMNI AND IT'S TERRIFYING TO SEE BECAUSE 

THIS AGAIN PERTAINS TO ALL OF THEIR HEALTH AND SAFETY WITHIN THEIR 

SCHOOLS. WE DON'T WANT TO SEE OUR STUDENTS GETTING SICK. THERE WERE 

CASES WHERE I ATTENDED A SCHOOL VISIT AT SOUTHERN HIGH WITH MY 

FELLOW COLLEAGUES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY AND I'VE HEARD THAT A 

TEACHER WAS GETTING SICK DUE TO MOLD BEING DETECTED IN A CLASSROOM. 

PUTTING UP WITH THIS IDEA WILL ALLOW STUDENT LEADERS AND OTHERS 

LEADING ANY FUNDRAISERS TO KEEP THINGS A SAFER GROUND FOR ALL 

STUDENTS AND VISITORS TO SUPPORT IN SCHOLASTIC ACTIVITIES. AS THE 

SANITARY PERMITS EXISTED, RENEWING THEM EVERY 12 MONTHS WILL ALSO 

GIVE THEM A CHANCE TO HAVE STUDENTS CONDUCT FUNDRAISERS 

THROUGHOUT THE SCHOOL YEAR WHILE THEY ARE ENJOYING THEIR YEAR 

WITH AMAZING OPPORTUNITIES AND FUN ALONG THE WAY IN THEIR SCHOOL. SI 

YU’OS MA’ASE AGAIN AND BIBA EDUCATORS AND 

BIBA STUDENTS.  

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU CHARLIE. AND NOW DIRECTOR ARRIOLA.  

DPHSS 

YES. THANK YOU. SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE, CHAIRPERSON OF THE 

38TH GUAM LEGISLATURE HEALTH COMMITTEE. SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT FOR 

SAYING THANK YOU SO MUCH. I DID SUBMIT WRITTEN TESTIMONY. I'M NOT 

SURE IF YOU WANT ME TO READ IT, BUT BASICALLY THE BOTTOM LINE IS WE 

FULLY SUPPORT, THE DEPARTMENT FULLY SUPPORTS THE INTENT OF BILL 215 

TO WAIVE THE SENATOR PERMIT FEES FOR STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS, BUT I 

WANT TO EMPHASIZE THAT WE ARE NOT GOING TO COMPROMISE HEALTH AND 

HEALTH AND SAFETY. SO, I HAVE NO ISSUES WITH THE SANITARY PERMIT FEE 

BEING WAIVED, BUT I THINK FOR OUR COMMUNITY AND FOR OUR FUTURE, I 

THINK EVEN SCHOOL STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS NEED TO GO THROUGH SOME 

EDUCATION TO ENSURE THAT THE SANITATION OF ESPECIALLY IF THEY'RE 

SELLING FOR FOOD IS IN COMPLIANCE. AND SO, AGAIN, I PROVIDED WRITTEN 

TESTIMONY IN FAVOR. I DO HAVE SEVERAL, RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE BILL 

THAT I DO WANT TO, HIGHLIGHT. THE REMOVAL OF THE LANGUAGE THAT 

LIMITS FUNDRAISING EVENTS TO ONLY THREE CONSECUTIVE DAYS AS THE BILL 

UNINTENTIONALLY REPLACES ONE MANAGEABLE 180-DAY PERMIT WITH THE 

VOLUME OF ROLLING SHORT DURATION PERMITS WHICH PLACES ADDITIONAL 

BURDEN NOT ONLY TO THE DIVISION OF DH BUT ALSO THE STUDENT 

ORGANIZATION. THE SECOND RECOMMENDATION IS SECTION ONE SUBSECTION 



Page 58 of 64 

 

Committee Report Digest: Public Hearing Office of the Governor of Guam – Appointment and Supporting 

Documents for Matthew E. Limtiaco, MS, CISSP, Member, Board of Trustees, Guam Memorial Hospital 

Authority. 

Tuesday December 16. 2025, at 9:30 A.M. 

Public Hearing Room, Guam Congress Building 

 

 

E LINE SIX PAGE TWO REPLACE THE WORD FACILITY TO MENTION TO SAY 

ESTABLISHMENT SINCE THE TEMPORARY FOOD SERVICE ESTABLISHMENT IS 

DEFINED IN THE REGULATION BUT NOT TEMPORARY FOOD FACILITY. SO, WE 

NEED TO MAKE SURE THAT WE ARE CONSISTENT IN THE LANGUAGE WE USE. 

AND THIRDLY THE RECOMMENDATION WE HAVE IS SECTION  ONE SUBSECTION 

E3 LINES 15 TO 17 PAGE TWO DELETE THE NEED FOR PUBLIC HEALTH NEED TO 

ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS WITHIN 90 DAYS OF THE ENACTMENT SINCE IF 

IF THIS PASSES INTO LAW THEN LAW TRUMPS ANY RULES AND REGULATION. SO 

THAT'S NOT A NECESSARY TASK FOR THE DEPARTMENT. AND SO THOSE ARE 

THE RECOMMENDATION. BUT FOR THE RECORD, WE SUPPORT THE WAIVING OF 

THE FEE. WE SUPPORT STUDENTS ENTREPRENEURSHIP, BUT WE DO NOT 

SUPPORT THE LESSENING OF ANY SAFETY HEALTH AND SAFETY STANDARD. 

THANK YOU SO MUCH AND MERRY CHRISTMAS. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, DIRECTOR. THANKYOU, DIRECTOR ARRIOLA. WE WILL CERTAINLY 

PROVIDE THESE TO THE BILL'S AUTHOR AND ALSO INCORPORATE THEM INTO 

THE MARKED UP VERSION OF THIS LEGISLATION. AND I THINK FOR THE PUBLIC 

THAT'S WATCHING TODAY'S PUBLIC HEARING THAT THIS BILL REALLY IS JUST 

ABOUT WAIVING THE FEE. IT DOES NOT WAIVE SANITATION STANDARDS. SO, 

SENATOR BARNETT, DO YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS?  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SI YU’OS MA’ASE MADAM CHAIR FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO TO SPEAK. I 

SUPPORT THE BILL AS WELL AND DIRECTOR ARRIOLA AGAIN JUST TO BE CLEAR 

THE BILL AS WRITTEN ONLY WAIVES THE FEES FOR THE PERMIT. IT DOES NOT 

WAIVE SAFETY, DOES NOT WAIVE SANITATION. OKAY. YEAH. THANK YOU. 

THAT'S WHY WE DON'T NEED TO COME UP WITH THE RULES AND REGS BECAUSE 

WE'VE ALREADY GOT VERY STRINGENT RULES AND RAGS. I MIGHT KNOW A 

LITTLE BIT ABOUT THESE PUBLIC HEALTH RULES AND REGS AND SO I JUST 

WANTED TO ASK JUST FOR A LITTLE BACKGROUND. HOW MANY DO YOU KNOW 

OFF HAND HOW MANY PERMITS ARE ISSUED TO THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF 

EDUCATION SCHOOLS? YEAH. FOR THESE STUDENT LED ACTIVITIES. SORRY, 

THAT'S THE ONLY QUESTION.  

DPHSS 

YEAH. NINE SCHOOLS THAT HAVE SUBMITTED FOR THIS YEAR. AND THEY 

PRETTY MUCH ALL EXPIRE NEXT YEAR. AND THEN FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR 14 

NOW HOPEFULLY I MEAN THERE'S MANY MORE SCHOOLS THAN 14 AND NINE 

AND SO HOPEFULLY THE WAIVING OF THE FEE WAS THE DECIDING FACTOR. IF 

THE WAIVING OF THE FEE IS GOING TO INCREASE THEIR ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

THEN WE EXPECT THESE TO BE RIGHT.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 
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AND THAT'S BEEN THE THE ISSUE RIGHT DIRECTOR AREAS WHEN YOU HEAR 

FROM THESE STUDENT GROUPS THEY MIGHT BE FUNDRAISING FOR AN OFF 

ISLAND TRIP AND IF THEY RAISE $1,000 WHAT WE'RE HEARING BACK HERE AT 

THE LEGISLATURE IS THEY HAVE TO TAKE OUT $300 OR YOU KNOW WE HEAR 

DIFFERENT THINGS SOMETIMES WE HEAR 300, 600 A 1000 THAT'S WHAT I 

THOUGHT WAS INTERESTING ABOUT YOUR TESTIMONY WAS APPARENTLY 

THESE PERMITS CAN COVER DIFFERENT ACTIVITIES OVER A 180-DAY PERIOD. 

AM I CORRECT ON THAT?  

DPHSS 

YEAH, IF I CAN ASK LEILANI FROM DEH MAYBE SHE CAN ADD TO REGARDING 

THE FEE AND THE DIFFERENT FEE STRUCTURES. 

LEILANI NAVARRO 

OKAY. HAFA ADAI. SENATOR SALAS MATANANE AND SENATOR BARNETT. MY 

NAME IS LEILANI NAVARRO. I'M AN ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICER 

ADMINISTRATOR WITH THE DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH. SO, 

SENATOR BARNETT, IF I UNDERSTAND YOUR QUESTION CORRECTLY, YOU WERE 

ASKING THE FEE STRUCTURE FOR 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

I SEE IT IN THE TESTIMONY. YEAH, I'M GOOD ON THAT. I JUST WAS, I WASN'T 

CLEAR ON, THE PERMITS BECAUSE WE HEAR SO MANY DIFFERENT THINGS FROM 

THE STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS, BUT IN YOUR TESTIMONY, IT SAYS THAT THESE 

PERMITS OPERATE AT A FIXED LOCATION FOR A PERIOD OF 1 TO 180 DAYS. SO 

DOES THAT MEAN ONE PERMIT CAN COVER DIFFERENT STUDENT LED 

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES DURING THAT 100 DAY PER 180-DAY PERIOD? 

 

 

LEILANI NAVARRO 

YES, SENATOR. SO AS OUR DIRECTOR YOLA HAD MENTIONED THE SCHOOLS 

THAT HAVE APPLIED FOR A PERMIT FOR THIS CURRENT FISCAL YEAR. THERE 

WERE ACTUALLY EIGHT GDOE SCHOOLS AND ONE CHARTER FOR THIS CURRENT 

FY20 2026 AND ONE CHARTER SCHOOL AND ALL OF THEM HAVE APPLIED FOR 

THE TFSE X WHICH COVERS 180 DAYS SO THAT'S ACTUALLY THEY THAT WOULD 

HAVE ALLOWED THEM TO PAY $300 FOR 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

RIGHT. YEAH. SEE, I DON'T KNOW IF THESE STUDENT LED ORGANIZATIONS ARE 

AWARE OF THIS BECAUSE WHAT WE HEAR IS THAT THEY'RE SAYING, "OH, THEY 

GOT TO GET A PERMIT FOR EVERY LITTLE FUNDRAISING ACTIVITY." AND THAT'S 

WHY WE'RE HEARING THESE DOLLAR AMOUNTS LIKE 3 600, YOU KNOW, A 

THOUSAND. SO, I DON'T EVEN KNOW IF THEY'RE AWARE THAT, YOU KNOW, YOU 

COULD GET THIS PERMIT FOR 180 DAYS AND YOU COULD HAVE 20 DIFFERENT 
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STUDENT LED FUNDRAISERS ON IT. SO, IF ANYBODY OUT THERE FROM DOE IS 

WATCHING, I DON'T KNOW, MR. MONFORTE, WERE YOU GUYS AWARE OF THAT?  

SEAN MONFORTE 

SO WE WERE AWARE OF IT. WE REACHED OUT AND IN A COUPLE OF PRINCIPLES 

MEETINGS AGO THAT WE WILL BE THE ONES ASSISTING BECAUSE THERE'S 

DIFFERENT PUBLIC HEALTH OFFERS DIFFERENT HEALTH CERTIFICATES. I MEAN 

SANITARY PERMITS. SO, THE SCHOOLS WERE KIND OF LIKE RIGHT WHERE THEY 

APPLIED FOR WHATEVER THEY WANTED. WE HAVE BEEN ADVISING 

EVERYBODY TO DO THE 180. WE'VE BEEN BACK AND FORTH WITH EVERYBODY 

TO GO BACK. THEY'VE BEEN DROPPING THE APPLICATIONS OFF TO US AND 

WE'VE BEEN RUNNING IT THROUGH THEM AND TRYING TO MAKE SURE THAT WE 

GET EVERYBODY TAKEN CARE OF. YEAH. THERE'S ANOTHER THING TOO THAT IS 

FOR THE SANITARY PERMITS. IS IT JUST FOR THE ONE PLACE ON FOR THE 

WAIVER OR IS IT GOING TO BE THE SCHOOL ONE SANITARY PERMIT TAKING 

CARE OF THE SCHOOL OR IS IT PER CLUB BECAUSE RIGHT NOW THEY'VE BEEN 

TOLD THAT IT WAS PER CLUB.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

YEAH. SO MAYBE THAT'S WHERE WE'RE COMING INTO THESE ISSUES. BUT IT'S 

ACTUALLY PER DO YOU HAVE THE SCHOOL PERMIT WHICH IS THE PUBLIC 

HEALTH INSPECTION THEN YOU HAVE THE PERMIT AND IDEALLY THEY SHOULD 

BE APPLYING FOR A 180DAY PERMIT FOR THE SCHOOL THAT COVERS ALL OF 

THE DIFFERENT ORGANIZATIONS AND THAT WOULD MEAN THAT'S THE WHOLE 

IS THAT THE WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR OR THAT'S 6 MONTHS?  

SEAN MONFORTE 

THAT'S THE WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR.  

LEILANI NAVARRO 

THAT'S EVERY 6 MONTHS 180 DAYS.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

WOW. I MEAN, I TOTALLY SUPPORT THE BILL, BUT YOU KNOW, IT'S INTERESTING 

BECAUSE WHAT WE'RE HEARING FROM THESE STUDENT CLUBS IS, OH, IF 

THEY'RE GOING TO HAVE A FUNDRAISER, THEY GOT TO GO AND THEY GOT TO 

GET A PERMIT EVERY SINGLE TIME THEY HAVE A FUNDRAISER. AND THAT'S 

KIND OF WHAT  MADE THE BILL NECESSARY, I THINK, IS HEARING THAT. BUT 

NOW WE'RE HEARING THAT YOU ACTUALLY GET A PERMIT, IT'S 300 BUCKS, LAST 

YOU THE WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR, WHICH, YOU KNOW, I MEAN,  

DPHSS 

AND HONESTLY, THAT'S WHY THE, YOU KNOW, THE FEE WAS NOT TO GET RICH 

FROM STUDENTS. AND THAT'S WHY YOU ONLY SEE $3,000 BEING COLLECTED 

BECAUSE THERE'S REALLY NOT.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 
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YEAH. SO, I JUST WONDER IF THERE'S KIND OF JUST THIS BIG IT SOUNDS LIKE 

THERE IS A BIG MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT WHAT THE POLICY ACTUALLY IS 

PER SCHOOL AND HAD EVERYBODY BEEN ON THE SAME PAGE, YOU KNOW, I'M 

NOT SAYING WE DON'T NEED THE BILL, BUT IF EVERYBODY BEEN ON THE SAME 

PAGE, THEN MAYBE WE WOULDN'T BE HAVING THIS CONVERSATION HERE. SO, 

WOW.  

LEILANI NAVARRO 

SO I THINK THE MISUNDERSTANDING WAS BECAUSE IN THE REGULATIONS 

THERE'S DIFFERENT CATEGORIES LIKE FOR AS WRITTEN IN THE TESTIMONY FOR 

EXAMPLE FOR ONE DAY EVENT IS $150 IF I RECALL THAT CORRECTLY BUT 

TECHNICALLY AS LONG AS THE FUNDRAISER HAPPENS IN SPECIFIC LOCATIONS 

IN THE SCHOOL THEN IT DOESN'T MATTER WHICH ORGANIZATION AS LONG IT'S 

FOR EXAMPLE IN THE COURTYARD OR IN THE GYM RIGHT  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SO, THE SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE THE FUNDRAISERS ALL AT THE SAME PLACE 

WHETHER IT'S THE COURT CAN YOU TAKE THIS BACK TO THE GDOE 

LEADERSHIP MR. MONTFORTE? 

SEAN MONFORTE 

SO, WE HAVE BEEN WORKING TOGETHER AND THAT'S HOW A COUPLE OF SINCE 

SO DR. ADAMUS IS THIS WAS REALLY A BIG THING FOR DR. ADAMUS THAT SHE 

WANTED US TO ADDRESS THIS. WE'VE BEEN WORKING WITH THEM THE WHOLE 

TIME. WHEN WE FOUND OUT THAT IT WAS A SINGLE SANITARY PERMIT 

APPLICATION WOULD COVER ALL THE CLUBS AND NOT EVERY CLUB WOULD 

HAVE TO APPLY FOR A NEW SANITARY PERMIT. IT KIND OF CHANGED THE 

WHOLE THING BECAUSE IN THE BEGINNING AND I TOO THOUGHT, "OH, WOW. 

EVERY CLUB IS APPLYING." WHEN WE ACTUALLY TALKED TO LEILANI, IT WAS 

LIKE, "NO, JUST GET THE ONE FOR THE ONE SCHOOL." SO NOW WHAT WE'RE 

DOING, MY DIVISION, THE SCHOOLS REACH OUT TO US, THEY GIVE US THE 

APPLICATIONS, WE REVIEW THEIR APPLICATIONS FOR THEM, LET THEM KNOW 

WHAT THEY'RE DOING, THEN WE DROP IT TO THEM, THEY PAY IT, THEN WE 

BRING IT BACK TO THEM.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SO, IF THAT'S THE WAY MOVING 

FORWARD AND YOU'RE NOW GETTING THIS, SORRY, MADAM CHAIR, YOU'RE 

NOW GETTING THIS BLANKET PERMIT THAT COVERS EVERYBODY $300 THE 

WHOLE SCHOOL YEAR, WHO PAYS THAT $300 IF THIS IS HOW YOU'RE DOING IT 

NOW?  

 

SEAN MONFORTE 

WELL, USUALLY THE SCHOOLS ARE DOING IT RIGHT NOW. THE LIKE WE JUST 

WE'RE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF JFK. BUT THEY PAY FOR IT THEMSELVES. I'M 
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NOT SURE WHERE THEY GET THE MONEY. THEY JUST GAVE THEY GIVE US THIS 

THE. 

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SO IF WE'RE JUST MOVING FORWARD I'LL DO IT THAT WAY I THINK THAT IN THE 

MEANTIME UNTIL WE GET THE BILL PASSED THAT REALLY LESSENS THE 

IMPACT TO THE INDIVIDUAL CLUBS BECAUSE AGAIN THAT'S HOW IT WAS TOLD 

TO US WAS THAT HEY IF WE RAISE $500 THEN WE GOT TO MINUS OUT $300 TO GO 

PAY PUBLIC HEALTH THAT IT KIND OF SOUNDS LIKE GDOE SHOULD START 

ASKING FOR SOME REFUNDS ON THESE PERMITS NO JUST KIDDING NOW MR. 

MONFORTE, LAST QUESTION, MADAM CHAIR, IF YOU WOULD JUST INDULGE ME. 

YOU MENTIONED THAT THE SALES HAVE TO ALIGN WITH THE CFR. CAN YOU 

KIND OF EXPAND ON THAT A LITTLE BIT?  

SEAN MONFORTE 

OKAY. SO, THE CFRS, IF WE'RE SELLING FOOD SNACKS DURING THE SCHOOL 

DAY OR HALF AN HOUR AFTER THE LAST SCHOOL BELL, WE SHOULD BE 

SELLING SMART SNACKS. IF WE'RE NOT SELLING SMART SNACKS, WE'RE IN 

VIOLATION OF THE POLICIES, RIGHT? OF THE CFRS. OF COURSE THERE IS 

EXEMPTIONS THAT WE CAN SET FOR IT. WE'VE BEEN IN CONTACT WITH REGION 

9 WRO AND THEY'VE BEEN THEY'RE TELLING US WHAT WE SHOULD DO, WHAT 

WE SHOULDN'T DO. WE'RE TRYING TO ALIGN EVERYTHING TOGETHER. IT'S A 

PROCEDURAL IT'S A OPERATIONS ISSUE. BUT OF COURSE, WE'RE GOING WITH 

THE KIDS. WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT IF WE ARE GOING TO DO ANYTHING, 

WE'RE NOT GOING TO JEOPARDIZE THE C OR THE COMMUNITY ELIGIBILITY 

PROGRAMS, THE MEALS AT NO COST. BUT AFTERWARDS FOR THE SANITARY 

PERMITS, WE WANT TO MAKE SURE THAT OUR STUDENTS ARE GETTING THE 

SANITARY PERMITS. MY DIVISION RIGHT NOW WE OFFER SERVE SAFE WHERE 

WE CAN WE HAVE PEOPLE SERVE SAFE CERTIFIED TO TEACH AND WE WILL BE 

REACHING OUT WITH PUBLIC HEALTH TO SEE IF WE CAN SET SOME SANITARY 

CLASSROOM SANITARY PERMIT CLASS.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 

SORRY TO INTERRUPT IF YOU'RE SELLING YOU KNOW PREPACKAGED DO YOU 

HAVE TO GET THE SERVE SAFE?  

SEAN MONFORTE 

NOT PREPACKAGED. OKAY. NOT PREPACKAGED BUT ANYTHING COOKED YOU 

NEED RIGHT YEAH BUT THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE. 

LEILANI NAVARRO 

YEAH IF I MAY ADD ACTUALLY THE CURRENT LAW WHICH IS THE GUAM FOOD 

CODE AND THE HEALTH CERTIFICATE REGULATIONS REQUIRE SERVE SAFE 

MANAGER CERTIFICATION EVEN FOR PRE SELLING OF PREPACKAGED FOODS 

OKAY.  

SENATOR CHRIS BARNETT 
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SO MAYBE THAT'S ANOTHER ONE WE NEED TO KIND OF LOOK INTO WHO GETS 

THE SERVE SAFE WHEN YOU KNOW THE JAPANESE CLUB IS HAVING THEIR 

LITTLE FUNDRAISER WHERE THEY'RE SELLING THE CHIPS A HOY OR THE LITTLE 

FRUIT GUMMIES. SO, THANK YOU, MADAM CHAIR, AND AGAIN, YOU KNOW, 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND I'M SORRY TO TAKE UP SOME OF YOUR LUNCH, BUT 

HOPE YOU GUYS HAVE A GREAT REST OF THE YEAR AND IT'S ALWAYS GOOD TO 

SEE OUR FRIENDS FROM PUBLIC HEALTH AND OF COURSE MR. MONFORTE FROM 

THE GUAM DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, BIBA PUBLIC SCHOOLS, MADAM 

CHAIR. 

SENATOR SABRINA SALAS MATANANE 

THANK YOU, SENATOR BARNETT, AND THANK YOU TO THE PANEL FOR TAKING 

THEIR TIME TO COME OUT TODAY. CHARLIE, MISS NAVARRO, DIRECTOR 

ARRIOLA, AND MR. MONFORTE. MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU AND MERRY 

CHRISTMAS EVERYBODY. THIS PUBLIC HEARING IS NOW CONCLUDED 

AND ADJOURNED. THE TIME IS NOW 12:16 IN THE AFTERNOON. 

 

The Public Hearing was adjourned at 12:16  P.M. 

III. Findings and Recommendations 

 

The Committee on Health and Veterans Affairs convened on December 16, 2025, to conduct a 

confirmation and public hearing addressing several agenda items, including the governor’s 

appointment of Matthew Limtiaco to the Guam Memorial Hospital Board of Trustees and the 

consideration of Bills 169-38 and 215-38. The hearing confirmed that Mr. Limtiaco possesses 

extensive experience in information technology and cybersecurity, with a strong record of 

leadership and problem-solving in both private and public sectors. Testimonies from 

colleagues and members of the public highlighted his technical expertise, integrity, and 

commitment to community service. Mr. Limtiaco demonstrated a clear understanding of the 

current challenges facing the hospital, especially in IT infrastructure, cybersecurity, 

procurement, and staff retention, and expressed a readiness to address these issues through 

practical solutions, ongoing training, and independent oversight. The committee found Mr. 

Limtiaco’s qualifications and approach suitable for the role and appreciated his willingness to 

serve, ultimately recommending his confirmation to the Board of Trustees. The committee 

also acknowledged the importance of robust governance, transparency, and continued 

modernization efforts for the hospital, expressing confidence that Mr. Limtiaco’s appointment 

would support these goals. 
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